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PREFACE.

R A

I mavn little to sy in this preface, the rather as
-everything requisite has besn emid in the book itself,
or in the Notea therenpon.

Ume word of explanation, however, ¥ neccesary,

It is a= to my shere, a very amall one, in its pro-
duction. In looking about for & book from which some
impartial information respecting the Caucasns might
be gsined, I found, me did Diogenea in his useless
search for an honest man, greot diffienlty. At langth,
T lighted upon Dr. Wagner's work, which seemed to
be tho lenat biassed as well aa the moet trostworthy, snd
¥ resolved wupon mubmitting it to the pnblic. Here
and there, however, it has been necessary to modify
or sorrect the statements of the author; snd for swch
modifications the reader must hold me responsible.
The work, therefore, without heing an original ome, is
not merely a translation,



¥ FREPACE.

I have veutured to add to the volume two short tales
{by the kind par;njm'-:m of Mim Cock), illustrative of
the habits and feelingw ns well as T have bheen able
to perceive them, pecnliar to the wendering tribes
loeated near the Caspinn.

A Gleogruphical Guazetteer of the Forts, prepared
from varions suthoritics, hes also been deemed likely .,
to be meceptable.

With these words, 1 bid the reader fareweil.

KENNETH R. H. MACKENTIE.

May, 1854,
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CHAPTER I

THE PROFHOETE OF THE CATCASUTN.

Schamy! af Himri—The triple secape—Manssor Bey, the first
prophet of the Ceowruy—Kuei Muliah, fha trscher of Schampl
—His Meroie death.

Ox the eighteenth of October, 1832, the Bns-
sians undertook the vielorious mege of the Can-
casian monntain-fortress of Himri, into which their
enemies, under the generalship of the chiefl Kast Mul-
lah and the Murid* Sohamyl, had thrown themselves
and forees. For some days the battle bad maged with
unheard—of courage on both fides; but, notwithstandiog
the superior might of the Russians, rendered more
dreadfnl by reason of their fearful ariillery-trains, all
proposals of sorrender were indigrantly rejected by the
valiant besieged. Fanatically chenting verses from the
Koran, they sent forth death on leaden wings into the
ranks of their adversaries. Although the threefold
rampart of this fort was entirely surrounded, the towers
already reduced to ruin by the cannon of tha enemy, atill

* Murids are members of & boly sect, who bave devoted thee.
selves to death for the faith.



2 DANIEL BEY.

Kasi Mullah and Bebamyl wonld hear nothing of surren-
der. Thereddening dawn of that eighteenth dayof October
broke, and with it began the storming of the fortress,
which, after the bloodiest fight, terminated in favour of
the Russians, Kasi Mullah and many Morids fell at
Bchamyl's side ; he himself rceived s bullet in his side,
a0 well as » wound from a bayonet; yet he broke
forth bis way amidst the alsaghter, dimppeared, and
withic fwo years, the Caueasus echoed with the fame
of his prowess.

It has often been asseried in the most wwriouns
quarters, thst Schamyl was tsken wt Himzri by the
Rusians, conducted to Bt. Petersburgh, plased in the
army se an officer, and subsequenily sent against his
own countrymen ; bot being onoe inmited by his sope-
rior, he took the first opportucity of returning to the
ranks of Russin's foew Tt ia oven related thet when
afterwards & womnded Ruosgian officer waa brooght to
him, Bchamyl recognised in him one of his best friends
during bis stay in S¢. Petersburgh, and after retaining
him n sbort while in bis company, set him st liberty.
These rumoure have ofter, of course, been detailed
with the utmost variety and circumstantiality, which
lent additional charm to their credibility.

The story which we have just related is indeed
troe, but with the differonce that the here of it was not
Behamyl, but his friend Daniel Bey, now his eompanion
in arms.

Daniel Bey had been elevated to the rank of Russian
genersl, bot he deserted, and went from Tiflis 1o
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Sklissia, bis native eonniry, where he waa sulian, and
where be raised the standard of revolt. The Russian
Colonel Belgrade marched against Sklisia with =
conmderable force, and took ihe place by storm.
Daniel escaped, sod joiwed hiowelf with Schamyl, who
ranked him gmong his stalf officers.

But to retern to Behamyl,

It may easily be imagined that the mysterions escape
of Bchamyl afforded ample material t¢ the mountaineers
for many wonderfol storiez. For instance, there was a
legend current, that Schamyl had really been slaoghtered
in the storming of Himri, but thai Aliah had breathed
new life jnto his nostrils, io order to give a mign to the
people, by thia restoration of the Muornd, that he was
destined to bocome the londsr of his companiosa in the
faith.

In the year 1824, Schamyl wwy again presorved in sn
extraordinary meaner. The ecens of this occurrence
waa Tehunek, the residenes of the tian of the Avem
Kasi Muollah had rejected the allisnce of the Kionum
Pashubike (in the Rossian intorest) in 1830. After-
watds, Hamsad Bay, the successar of this prophet, took
pomestion of Tahunsak ; but not &ill be bad sent for the
khanum's two sons, who had come to deal traitoronsly
with him, and, receiving them in his temt, had them
merdered, subsequently sxecuting their mother.

The land of Dagheatan was not waating in avengers,
and the new chief of the Murids fell by the hand of
two of his noblest and bravest companions.

The two brothers, Omman and Hadji Murad, had

B 2



4 FOBTRESE OF ACBOULEO.

been brought wp with O'mar Khan, the elder sor of the
khanum of Tshuneak ; instigated by their own father,
they struck down Hamsad Beyin the mosgue, Osman
bimsslf foll noder the blows of the Murida, but his
brother raised an agitation among the peopls. A grent
number of Murids were slain in the temple, and thoes
who escaped took refogoe in the towers, Hebamyl, who
bad followed Hamsead Bay to the mosque, was among
the number. They defended themselves with the
courage of despair. Hadji Murad gave directions to
et the tower on fire, and but two of the band ascaped
the flamea. The one was the Mnrid who had sworn
upon the Kotan o keop secret the conspiracy, and yet
had betrayed it to Hadji Murad, He was caoght and
committed to the Aames alive. The other was Schamyl,
who agsin disappeared in a mystericus manner.

The third seeapa of Bchamyl from = like danger was
not less marvelloms. It took place in 1839, at the
gsiege of the fortress of Achalko, where a similaz disre-
gard of Jife and an wonfagging evergy wae evinced.
The women of the Tehetshanzes stood in flattering gar-
menis on the steap cliffe, and dashed down tremendous
masses of rock, or exercised the firelock like their hos-
bands, snd excited them to the combat with dreadful
criea.  “1 do not nnderstand how,” it was subsequently
written by & Russinn officer present at the siege—=1
do not understand how it was that everyihing seemed
80 simple, and 80 matter of course, at that time. Bui
the must cowardly among us were at that hour forious



