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A FOREEWORD

TaIR is the first age that has a worthy lit-
erature gpon this important theme. In 1868
a well-known Bcottish anthor wrote, “There
are plenty of essays, tracts, pamphlets, stories,
poems, remarks, theorles, strictures, sneers,
and so forth, on the important subject of boys,
but mot one learned, authentic, entire volume,
solely and simply treating of boy.” It is dif-
ferent to-day. During the Iast decade there
has sprung up & veritable forest of books,
treating every aspect of the boy’s life,

In this forest of books there are, however,
few giant trees. The overtowering ones have
ministered largely to a distinct and limited
elass of readers and workers. Their {reatment
of the subject has been largely from the
standpoint of the extreme specialist. “Adoles-
cence,” “The Town Boy,” “Trades for Boya"
and “The Boy and the Church,” are illustra-
tions of the range and treatment of the hest
books, It will be the purpose of these pages to
set forth a somewhat broad survey, with rather
brief treatment, Iits plea for justice for the

7



MARCHING MANWARD

boy, it offers first at the bar of the home and
the church, and then to all who love him and
would come to serve him better.

The aim of this book i8 missionary. It is in-
tended to be a plea for the boy, not simply a
chronicle of his doings. Writing npon a mis-
sionary theme is never a trivial task. Ias the
writer any credentials for a task so serious
and so important?

Not many years ago he was a boy himself,
and, as Huxley says about the cray fish, one
must have been a boy to Enow just “how it
feels.” MTo-day he finds that Andrew Lang's
characterization of Charles Kingsley, “a man
with a boy’s heart,” is in a degree troue of him-
self; he is a sort of Peter Pan, a boy at heart
who will not grow up. “The heart of the boy™
which has not yet passed out of his life, is,
then, the firet apology for giving type to the
gospel of this little book.

To this disposition he would add the creden-
tial of experience, for the ideas it expresses are
not abstract theories, and its questions are not
answered on a priori grounds, but from ex-
perience. It records the convictions forced
upon its anthor in the course of a dozen years
of work with the boy in companionship and

love. Whether he worked with the boy as his
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