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CIHAPTER L

THE HAXOVERIAN YOUTH.
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Alnt I heard the t'-:-ll-rr-l‘ﬂu'- Lord, saving, Whem sholl T send, and
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It fa goond for aman Uhat bo bear tha vole (o his veufils —Lasw. 5l o7

Ox the zixth of September, 1741, more than
one hundred and sixty yeirs ago, two clergymen,
at supper in Halle, Geruany, had a conversation
which entively rhﬂngcﬂ the caveer of the younger
man, and sl pewerfolly affeets the course of
things in the Latheran Church of Ameries.

The elder spealier was the second Dr, Francks,
Director of the world-renowned IHalle 'D]plmn
House,  This institution was at that time the
great centre of missionary activity in the Luth-
eran Church of Europe. To it had come the
appeal for missionaries to lay the foundations of
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E HEXNRY MELCHIOR MUHLENHEHG.

Protestant and Lutheran missions in India, and it
had supplied two worthy men in the persons of
Eiegenhﬂ an] Plit=chaun.

To it the West was now looking with eqgually
anxious eves. Francke and the Lutheran court
chaplain, Zicgenhagen, of London, had for seven
rears been in correspondence with the German

atherans of Pennsvlvania with reference to a
gpiritual shepherd, and several delegations Lo
visited Europe to press upon the Mother-Church
the duty of caring for these negleeted children of
the New World.

In an open letter to a clergyman in Hanover,
Dr. Ziegenhazen copied this description of the
destitution in Pennesvlvania in 1733 :

“We live in a country that is full of heresy and
sects,  As far as our religious interests are con-
cerned, we are in a state of the greatest destitu-
tion ; and our own means are utterly inentficient
to effect the necessary rebiel, . . . It iz troly
lamentable to think of the large numbers of the
rising generation who know not their right haml
from their left ; and, unlesa help be prompily af-
forded, the danger 18 great that, in conzequence of
the great lack of churches and schools, the most
of them will be led into the ways of destructive
error,”’

Five years later the Penneylvaniang wrote:
““There is not one German Lutheran preacher in
the whole land except Casper Btoever, now sixty
miles distant from Philadelphia V' —in Lancaster
County. They were mistaken ; but the preachers
were, In fact, few, and not one of them had the
loftiness of character to command the confidence
of the Lutheran dispersion, or the Dreadth of view
to grasp the situntion and i}ring order out of most
lamentable confusion.



THE HANOVERIAN YOUTH. i

Three congregations of about five hundred com-
municants each, in and near Philadelphia, were
elamoring for & pastor ; vet, though so strong in
numbers, they hesitated Lo pledge a fixed salary.
Francke had his “doubts about sending a good
man {o America upon such an uneertainty.’”  One
thing, however, was clear to him : the eonditions
0 gect-ridden Pennavivania called for o man of
solid, commanding charpeter.”” ' And where,"”
asks Franelke, ** can we find such a man 77"

This evening, us the conversation dnfted from
Halle te India, and from India to Amerien, the
Lord opened TFramcke's eves. He turned to his
guest with some such guery gs this;  Will you
g0 ns missionary (o the scattered Lutherans in
T’Erm:-::r'h'uniu,” adding, *“for a few years on
trial 7"’

The voung pastor’'s instant reply was, " If it is
the will of God, I not only will but must go where
Providence points the way."

Wiw and what was this prompt and decisive
individual, destined in the providence of (rod
to write hiz name in laroe characters across the
page of Eizhteenth Century Ameriean Lutheran-
ism? By birth and baptiem Heinrieh Melehior
Muehlenbere, he i3 known and honored in Ameri-
can history as

Hexny MercHior MUHLENBERG,

Patriarch of the Lutheran Church tn America.

It happened to be hiz thirtieth birthday on
which thiz momentous decision was reached. For
his enrly life we have an autobiography, entitied
* Ohservations upon the Love, Goodness, Mercy,



