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INTRODUCTION

TEE paramount necessity in the teaching of reading
to children is to seeure, and at the same time to sustain,
the pupil’s active interest in the content of the atory
material being read. To this end the thought must be
couched as largely as possible in language that is simple,
direct, forceful, and dramatie.

The child mind does not easily tolerate side incidents
in any story. For him these are vain digressions, becanse
they have no direct bearing on the course of events.
Every experienced story teller has learned to know that
for the child a story mmust run straight and frue, and that
it must speedily reach ita goal. There must be a hero, or
a heroine, a complex situation leading to a climax, and a
happy solution of the problem. Nothing more is needed ;
nothing less will do.

On auch a tide of interest the teacher will find it easy
to float instruction into any desirable harbor. The child's
attention will be focused by spontaneous and voluntary
effort ; therefore the entire lesson will be supremely coiip-
erative and speedily produetive of real self-activity on the
part of the child.

The Progressive Rogd io Reading series has been con-
structed for elasticity in application. It is progressive in
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the sense that the work of each succeeding grade is to
begin where that of the preceding grade left off. This
precludes the folly of assigning the successive books of the
series to successive grades in exact numerical sequence.

Introductory Book Four has been carefully constructed
to help round out the entire series, It includes choice
tales from Celtic, Swedish, German, and Greek literature.
dramatically presented and so prepared as to give to the
pupil complete mastery of gymbol, enriched diction, and
idiomatic power.

It is safe to assert that this new book will, under any
form of nnalysis, reveal itself to be altogether worthy of
its place in the series.

For permission to use copyrighted material, acknowl-
edgment is made to the following authors and publishers:

The Century Company for “Roland,” from “Famous
Legends” by Emmeline C. Crommelin; Ginn and Com-
pany for “Little Rosamond,” from “ Merrie England,”
by Grace Greenwood ; The National Kindergarten College
for “ How Cedric became a Knight,” from “In Btory-
land,” by Elizabeth Harrison; G. P. Putnam's Sons, of
New York and London, for #Catarina of Venice,” from
“ Historic (tirls,” by E. 8. Brooks.
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Ireland is a very wet country. 8o much rain
falls, that the crops of the farmer are often
spoiled ; but the rain keeps the grass green all
the year round. For this reason, the farmer rears
many animals, which grow fat on the rich, fresh
grass.

The Irish are full of fun. They keep a merry
heart, and laugh at their troubles. Even their
fairy tales often have something in them to make
you laugh. This is one of them:— ;
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