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PREFACE.

AxoNG the many tragical and romantic evenis
to which the factiona of thé Guslphs and Ghibelins
have, at various peripds, gl“h‘nm, few have been
more affacting, or, pr&ha]:ly, mqre’ importast in their
consequences, than the one on which the following
littte poem is founded, The jecident is recorded im
“ Sismond's Hietoire dee Bepubliques Italicmne:”
also in Mr., Porcival’s recent wock upon Italy,
from which the following outlive of the story is
extracted.

*The noble families of the Gieremei, and Lam-
bertazzi of Bologsa (the chiefs of the Guelph and



iv FREFACE.

Ghibelin factions of their city had long been op-

posed in deadly snimosity, when Bonifazio Gieremei,
and Tmilde, the daughter of Orlende de’ Lambertazzi,

forgot the enmity of their houses in the indulgence

of a mutﬂ;il and ardent passion. In one of their

secret iglerviews, the lovers were betrayed to the

brothers of Imilda; she fled at their approach, but

they rushed upon Bonifazio, immediately despatched

him with theit poisoned daggers, and drugged his body

to & deserted court.  The unhappy girl upon return-

ing, discoverad his cruel fate by the stains of blood,

and traced the corpse to the spot whera it had been

thrown. Tt was yet warm, and, with mingled agony

and hope, she endeayoured to suck the venom from

its wounds. But she only imbibed the poison into
bher own veins, and the ill-fated pair were foumd

stretched lifeless together.”
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