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PREFACE.

Some of our readers and critics have com-
plained that the localitics amongst which A
Son of the Marshes” was brought up, and
where his observations in natoral history
were first made, are too vapuely indicated
in the books already published.

To meet this objection 1 have, in editing
the present volume, wdded o few topo-
graphical details which will, T rmust, serve
o give more defniteness 1o the scepes
therein described.

JEAN A. OWEN.
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DRIFT FROM LONGSHORE.

CHAPTER L

HANGING THE IIWEES.

MILTON-NEXT-SITTIKGEOURNE, the centre about
which these Marshland incidents are grouped, has
played no mean part inm the history of our country.
““Tt lies,” says an ofd writer, *as il were, hid among
the crecks, for it s almost out of siehl, as well by
water az by land, and yet it is a larre town, as it
iz a considerable port for barpes, and a capital
fishery for those cysters called Milton or Mclton
opsters, which are so valuable” It is at the mouth
of the Swale opposite the I=land of Sheppey, near
where the waters of the Thames and the Medway
meet. At the beginning of this century Milton
was little more than a long straggling fishing village
on the edge of the salt marshes, although it still
contained some buildings which spoke of former
prosgerity and business activity., The hundred of

Milton held its Court leet which was said to have
1



