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PREFACE,

Havr of the following essays have been published as
leading articles in “ The Times " Literary Supplement,
and of the remainder most have appeared in the * Yale
Review,” the * Contemporary Review,” the « West-
minster Gazette,” and ** History 7 and 1 am indebted
to the proprietors of these vartous periodicals for per-
mission to reprint these papers.  'Their republication
may serve to illustrate, among other things, that de-
ceittulness of human wishes and fallibility of human
Judgment which a great crisis inevitably enbances.
But the history of erroneous opinion is an integral
part of history ; and the future historian of the great
war will make little of its history if he confines his at-
tention to actions, and ighores the public and private
opinion which impeded or inspired them. Conven-
tional history limits itself too much to what men and
nations have done, and takes too little account of what
they hoped to do and thought they were doing. For
deeds and thoughts react upon one another and to-
gether make up the human factor in human affairs.
It is in the hope of assisting the study of history
that these essays are reproduced in a more permanent
and accessible form than those in which they first
appeared 1 and the value of contemporary history is
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¥l PREFACE

by no means confined to the age with which it deals.
It is the essence of the historian’s faith that past and
present help to expluin one another ; and the light of
history in the making around us illumines the making
of history in the past. That is largely because we
feel the present more than we can ever feel the past,
and insight into human aftairs is a5 much a matter of
sense as it is of science.  Moreover, it is the process
of production rather than the finished product which
interests the real historian, and history is a living
subject because mankind is always producing and
never knowing—apart from the mechanieal seiences
—what the finished product will be.  Historical
students will understand the Napoleonic wars all the
better for having felt a similar tension, and ecom-
munion with the past, although a very imperfect
communion of saints, is essentiad to the continuous
lite of humanity.,

The date of each of these essays is precisely indi-
cated sothat it may be borne in mind in the criticisms
they may suggest. There is inevitably some repeti-
tion, and most of them eontain expressions which
they would not have contained, had they been written
earlier or later ; but to modity the record of expressed
opinion in the light of later events indicates a dis-
honest ambition for consistency or prescience, and is
one of the most insidious torns of historical forgery.

A. F. POLLARD.
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I.

THE WAR: 1TS HISTORY AND ITS
MORALS!

I't has eften been remarked, from the time of Aristotle
downwards, that, while the occasions of great events
may be trivial, the eauses are always profound. This
distinction between oceasions and eauses must ever
be borne in mind when we attempt to trace the origin
of the Great War of 1914 Occasions for war we
have always with us; they are as plentiful as the
microbes infesting the air we breathe: and, just as
our individual health depends, not upon the possi-
bility of avoiding microbes, but upon the general
state of our body, so the preservation of the world’s
peace depends, not upon the absence of oceasions for
war, but upon the econdition of mind in which the
peoples and governments of the earth eonfront them.
We are not at war because an archduke was murdered,
but beeause that oceasion for war burst upon one or
two powers not disinelined to break the peace. 1F
we can account for the bellicose attitude of Germany
and Austria in July, 1914, we can understand the
outhreak of war: for, if it is true that it takes two Lo
make a quarrel, it is truer that it takes two to keep
the peace.

YA lecture delivered from votes at University College om 5

October, 1014 written out and published in January, 1915,
1



