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WALTER BUELL.

" T have fought a good fight; T have finlshed my conrse; [ have kept
tha faith.™

CLEVELANI:
WILLLAM W, WILLIAMS.
188a.



EXTEEED, accoding ta oct of Cosgrems, io the year 1Bfz
By WILLIANM W, WIELIAMS,
in the offiee of the Libeadian of Capgress, an Waghingran,



CGIpnNGs, far tongher Hames than thite bave grown
Smoather than honey oo the llpa of men:
And thou shalt ays be honombly known,
A3 one whi bvely med the wngue and pen
A beat Lefits a freerman;—evan for those
Tz whom our laws" usklushiog front denies
A rgha to plead agatost the We-long woes
Which am the negroes’ glimpoe of fresdom’s slhes.
Fear nothiong and hope sll things. a3 the right
Alone may do securaly; every hour
‘The thronss of ignorance and ancient Night
Lart giemewhat of their long wurped power;
And freedom’s lighieat word can make them shivar
With & base dread thel clings to them forever.
— William Culien Bryaxt.
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Read zny page of the history of the final strug-
gle in and sot of Congress which culminated In the
war of the Rehbellion, and resuited in the abolition
of slavery in the United States, and you will en-
counter the name of Joshua R. Giddings. The
history of that contest is given eisewhere in this
volume and must convey, to ohe who reads it, a
sufficient understanding of the relation of parties
and the bearings of the all important question in
1838, when Mr. (iddings cntered the House of
Representatives. The present generation is intol-
erant of any theory of affairs which supposes a
providential agency; like the French of the great
revolution, it has taken down the Holy Image
from the temple, and in the empty niche placed

"]



1o JOSHUA R, GIDDINGS.

the brazen figure of Chance. Were it not so,
had we half the practical and literal faith of a hun.
dred years ago, it would be difficult to doubt
that Giddings was chosen before his hirth for
the great work to which he devoted the best
years of hig life; that his clearness of brain and of
moral vision was given him that he might see the
right, and seeing it, unfalteringly uphold it in the
face of the bitter opposition, the deadly personal
hatred, the venomous slanders and malice of his
opponents.  When he was bomn, the old struggle
against the slave trade was not yet passed.
Throughout his youth the engrossing demands of
war and the inactivity which followed a victory
gained by the friends of the negre, in the in-
terdicdon of the slave trade, kept the subject
in abeyance, In the prime of hiz carly man
hood, while he was receiving the discipline of legal
practice and setving an apprenliceship in the coun-
cils of hizs own State, there entered the House of
Representalives & venerabhle and noble man, who
took up the borthen which the old champions of
liberty had left by the wayside, and, almost single-
handed, carried the war into the country of a
united and powerful enemy. That man was John
Quincy Adams—scholar, diplomat, and, in the
best sense of the word, statesman. He stood
not entirely unsupported in his advocacy, but so
far in advance of the few of his inclining as to be



