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PUBLISHERS' NOTE.

——

Frosasry no books in our schools represent, on the whole, more
effort and entérprise oo the part of publisher and author alike,
than the school reading books. They hava constantly received
contribubions from our ablest and most thoughtful educators, aud
to their publication have been given the best endeavors of our
moat ruccessful schoolbonk makers — {acta which abundantly
aticsk the importance of the subject and tha interest taken in it by
the educational public.

That thera have yet remained poszibilities for iwprovement in
this department of achocl work camnot be doubted by any who
have followed the discussions of the subjeclt among sducators and
in the press. Our best ieachers have not been satisfied with
the readers of sterectyped pattern, and have over and again ex-
prossed o desive for something different and better. Al this haa
revealed and emphasized the necessity for improvement, not alone
in the manner of prosssteiion, bub alse in the sabjeet-matior
Fresented.

It 18 confidently cluimed that the Normal Gourse in Heading
fully answers this demand for improvement. Iis literaturse is of
the choicest. Tes pubject-matter is drawn from fopics which
atiract and cogape all children, appealing at once to bheir lubelli-
gence and interest, and giving them something to read about and
thinlk abont. [is crder of pressntation aud freabment is based on
true pedagogical principles. Its plan and scope are natural, comn-
prehensive, and in full aecord with the most wlvaneed schonl
work of to-day.

A more definite and detailed exposition of the plan, scope, and
subject-matier of each book in the series will be found in the
“ Suggestions to Teachers,” prepared by the anthors.

Thaa lnuI:Iiahets ﬂo‘uﬁd.unﬂ] commend the Series to all ProfgTes-
sive edooators, and anticipate for it large favor ab the hands of
those who appreciate the best schoolroom work.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

Tae chief work in teaching the child to read s thab of giving
him information from other sources than the printed pags.

The first roguisite in teaching the child to read Third Reader
taxt is bo know that he is prepared for the work. Not yet iz be to
“read that he may know.”  He is yeb to be made to know in
advance of the attempt at learning to read, that he may properly
and most eusily acquire that power.

The child must be prepared for the reading lesson by sach work
as will give him knowledge of the snbjecls shout which he will
be asked to read, and that will at the same time create in him
# desire to Enow mors of thess gubjects.

The tescher may bo ccriain that the mors the child fmows,
the more easily will he learn to read; the more aecurately he
knows, the mors hlulligﬁnﬂ_'f will ho learn to read; the wore nearly
the text represents what he knows and what he has expressad, the
mors enjoyable will lewrning to read be to him.

The teacher, therefore, muat prepare himeelf to give broad and
anourate information on those subjecls abowl which the lessons
of the book treat, the.information to be given in every instanes
before the reading of the lessom is attempted.

In Ghis preparatory work the lessons should he s em‘efulljr
planned as are any other lessons of the school. The plan in each
instance will be suggested Ly the text, which of eourse the tescher
must read in advanee. Ion the development of these lessona the
child shonld be made to do mest of the talking. The utmoat care
ghowld be exercised lo have the child talk correetly; to have
him as far as practicable use the language of the text, especially
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. B

the technieal part of it; to use senfences that are as involved
a3 thoss of the text; to proncuncs the worda covrectly; to unse
the voiee in natural, conversational tones. ‘The transition from
sueh intelligent conversation to the reading of matter correspond-
ing to what has been said, is thus made essy, interesting, and
profitable.

The child *stumbles™ over words whose meanings or whose
relations he does not know, and he stumbles ovar no others. How
wige ik iz, then, to canse him first to know the wordz he is to read
and to know their use in relations as involved as those in which
be will find them when he first mneetz them on the printed page!

How could correct language be taught more profitably than in the
way suggested above? The first language lessons and the first
readibg lessons should be on the same subjecls, and should be
eszentially the same matter.  As langunage lessons, they shonld pro-
cead from sesing, doing, and koowing ; as readiog lessons, they
ghould proceed from the expression of what has been seen or done,
and 18 known.

The child should ba prepared to read the leasons that relate to
geography by exactly such work as would be done if the purposa
were to teach him the facts given as geography lessons.

This meuns, according to circumsteuess, journeys to the fields or
woods ; work with zand maps; work in drawing maps; work in
examining products, ete., ste, ebe.  The child should know this
not as work preparing him for the reading lesson, but as delizghtful
employment in getiting information. The reading shonld be to
confirm what be has learned by other means.

TIf the lesson is historical, the child may be prepared for it by
examiontion of arlicles of dress or other things showing modes of
life or conditions of the people, and talking aloub them ; by read-
ing narratives and deseriptions to him, and having him reproduce
them; by an examination of pictures, and intelligent conversation
about them, ete., ebe, sto

It will be found an easy matter to interest o class in the children
of other lands by talking shout them, reading anecdotes about
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them, showing interesting articles of wearing apparel, or play-
things, abont all of which the child must be made to talk.

The child’s interest must be kept up. He must be made apyres-
sive. How easy for the teacher to creats a stroug desire on the
part of the child to read about Columbus, Washington, or Lincoln,
Ly conversatipns that will give him the words and their relations
as they will be found on the printed page to which he turnal

The child should be prepared to read the lessons relating to the
homanities, intemperance, aelfishness, penerosity, ete., by praciical
lesson, or by story or amecdote, giving him eorrect, definite ideas,
broadening his view end giving him and making him repreduce tha
words, idioms, and involved sentences corresponding to those ho
will be called on to read.

The child may be required to define words or give eynonyums.
The result of this should be to make him strong in seeing the
meaning: of words as they are used. He needs no dietionary foe
this work., The dictionary will be a disadvantage to him. The
teacher should be careful to make the child sec that & nonn must
not be defined by a verk or a verh by & noun; an infinitive by a
participle, ete., ete, ete,  The resolt of this should be fo make him
see meanings in forms of words. The printed page shounld have
wnore meaning to the child ihan it wsually has, It oughi o do
muoch, and may easily be made to do much, toward teaching him
the graminar of the langnage.

It is excollent work to require children after reading a passage
making an assertion concerning u fortw or other coudition, to verify
the same by refurence fo the object, picture, or other source from
which the information is obtained.

The child may with profit be eansed to reread sometimes, hold-
ing in hiz hand the object or picture, or pointing to it, verifying
what ha reads. This will greatly aid in causing hire to read natu-
vally, or as he talks. The reading should be a talking from the
book. While one reads, let the other children of the class listen
with closed evea to what is read, aftar which let themn decide wheller
or not the one veading reads as if he understands what he reads,
and whether or not he so renders it that others may understand it.

It is profitable work for pupils to desoribe pictures that might
be used for illustrating lessona that are wot illustrated. 1E §s also
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profitable for children to draw such illustrations om paper or
blackboard. WAfter such word or pencil pictures have been made,
it is most profitable to have the text reread,

Care should be given to the pronunciation of words when the
lessons are talked ; especially should this be true of the new words
of cach lesson, that the child may provounce sch words corvectly
when he first soes them in the text. The difficull new words
ghould be written on the board for dvill in pronouncing and spell-
ing. (The idioms should be written and read as entireties.)

The Prowtc Drics CrarT on page 221, the key words for which
have been selected with great cars, can be made especially service-
able in training children in the clewents of enoneiation. The fre-
gueut use of this table will not only familiarize them with the
various sounds of the letfers, but will scquaint them with the dia-
eritical marks employed fo distinguish these sounds.  The LisT oy
Worps For PrRoxuxcraTioy ean be used to illustrate the applica-
tion of the markingm, and to extend the drill in enonciation.

It may be a good plan cceasionally to have the children hont in
this list for s given word, especially one that haa heen mispro-
noenced, lo see if its correct provunciation enn be delevinined by
them from the markings employed. Such work iutelligently done,
a lifile at & time, lcads naturally to an apprecislive use of the die-
tionary later on. A6 first wo word not known to be included in
the Het should ba so asked for.

Children mway be traincd to use and to control the orgauns of
gpeech by much practice in sounding the consonants  Inslead of
urging the pupil to “read londer™ when he iz not uwnderstood, he
thould ba trained to speak distinetly. Tt will be fonnd thab the
child ueeds to be shown how to adjust the organs of speech, that
he may properly and distinctly make the sonnds represented by
the consonants respectively. Carefol work will seeuve distinet anl

pleasant speech.



