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The Fducational Desfitulion in Bengal amd Bebar; and the
London Christian Fernacular Education Bociety for India.

[Our readers are now well apprized of the formation and
objects of the above-named Boviety. Missionaries of all deno-
minations having haled its formation with the greatest delight,
the subject was formally brought before the Caleutta Missionary
Conference, on Tuesday, 6th April last, On that occasion a
Committee, with Dr. Duff as its Convener, was appointed,
and requested to draw up 8 statement or report, fo be submitted
to a future meeting of Conference. On Tuesday, lst June, this
statement was brought up by Dr. Duaff; and after being read and
carefully eonsidered, was cordislly and unanimously approved.
As theobject is, as far as possible, to assist in prometing the noble
design of the Liondon Commitéee, it was agreed that the state-
ment should be printed, and aopies of it forwarded to the Presi-
dent and Members of the Committeeat home. It is proper to
add that the statement now prepared, was smbmitted to, and

ed of by, the Conference, before it author kmew of the
existenee of a statement recently lpnb]inhe-l by the London Com-
mittes, in accordance with a resolution passed ai the preliminary
meeting held en the 18th December, 1857 ]
The Destitution.

In order to quickes and aroase the philanthropy of the people of
Great Britain, and impel them to embark their ntmost onorgies on
the enterprize, the firsb point on which their wmat earnest attention
oupht to ba eoncontrated gnd nivetted ia the fearfulness of our edo-
cational destitution.

Having to denl erolusively with the Provinces of Bengal and
Behar, we shall, for the sske of brevity, purposely confine our re-
marks to these ; though we m:ﬂ add that carefal enguiry bas aatis.
fied us, that, with regard to the matter now on hand, all the Pro-
vinces of India—Northern and Southern, Enstern and Westero—
with their 180 miliions of inhabitanta, belong substantially to the
same category of Educational Destitution,

The agoregate population of Bengul and Behar, has been esii-
’n;‘% st the lowest reckoning, in round numbers, at thirfy-siz

Now, ns regards the jueenidle part of the pepulation, from the
most favourable average, fornished by BEuropean Btatists, it appears
that 366 in a 1000, or about elenen-thirfreths of the whole people of
any nation may be reckoned as under fourfeen yenrs of age®—and

# To prevent ull peds-apprehonaion on the subject, it may be a8 wall to state,
onece for all, that the writer of theee remarks inserted, soveral yeers 420, in the
Calcutts BEeview, an article on ** the ind) education of Bengal and Behar"
—and that, in froely evailing himetf, in course of the following observations,
fﬂmmmmm.fu articls, be is enly barrowing from him-
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that of this entire population -of children- thres-reventhis are of mn
nge to go to school, even when the school-commencing age is fixed

* ut seven years complete. In India, however, the Ichocﬁ-mmmunciug
age 1s, in point of fact, not seven;but fve yeara. This wounld revder
the proportion of the juvenile populution of the school-going age
not three-gevonthe, but about thres-sizths of one Ralf. Let us now,
then, actually apply these proportions to the case befors us, In
Bengal aud Behar, as already stated, there ia a population of
86,000,000, or tiﬁ-.l!‘_r-dx millions. Eleven-thirtieths of this aggre-
gate will give us & juvenile population amounting to 13,200,000, or
upwards of thirfeen millions. The holf of thia gives us 6,600,000,
or upwaords of iz millions and a kalf, 88 the number of children of
a school-going ape, '

Here the important question srises,—Of thiz voet aggregate of
a school-going age, how maony, apsrt from recent Missionary® and
Governielt operations, receive school instruction of any kind# .

On this subject we are happily not latt to the results of casual
observation or looes coujecture.

In 1835, Me. Adnm—n gentlensn pre-eminently qualified by bis
knowledge of the people and their langusge—was appointed by
that enhightened nobleman, Lord Williom Bentinek, as Commis-
gioner, to * conduct enguiries into the state of native eduestion in
Bengol ;' in other words, to saecrtain, *with oll attainable accu-
raey, the ot atate of inetruction in native institotions and in
native Bociety"—hia inebroctions plainly stating thut the Govern-
ment “deemed it more important that the ivformsation obtained
shouid be complete as far as 1% went, clear and specific in its details,
and depending on aetusl observation or undoubted onthorty, than
that be should hurry over a large sppee in 8 short time, and be able
to give only a erude and tinpertect account of the state of education
within that space.” It is. not too much to eay that never were
such wise iustructions more wisely, energetically, or mmldug!’y
carried out. Of the multifarious results, or returms, of Mr. Adam’s
most minute snd slaborate investigation, it is not .too much to
say, that, considering the life and vigour which he infused into all his
operations, and the unslumbering vigilauce with which he super-
intended them down to the minutest items of detail —eonsidering,
too, the uature of his owu official appointment and the full equip-
ment which he possessed of all the official means, appliances and
agenciea necessary to render his enquiry at once exteusive in its
scope, and completa and accurate in jts details,—it is not too woeh
to suy that the returus must be regarded as the most perfect of the
kiud ever yet obtained in Indis, sud in geoeral worthy of the most
assured and undoubting confidence. ) .

Looking, then, ab the authoritutive numerical inbles, with which

* Thess are Iy exelnded from our estimate, becanss, however Improved
the guality of the instruction given in connection with these, the sumber,
actually bemelited by it, is eo small, compered with the teeming mosees that
are unaffacted by ik, &8 to ressnble s drop inthe oocan or an atom in the
mountsin, i
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Mr. Adam has sapplied ue; and bearing in mind that under the
term “inetructed”’ are included all that have obtained amy kind
or dagres of instruction, however humble—including even those
who ean merely. decipher writing or sign their names, and often even
that very imperfectly,—we deduce this generalized result, that, in
Burdwan, the most highly eultured of the spscimen districta visited,
only 16 per cent. of the teachable or school-going juvenile popula-
tion do actually receive- any kind or degres of instruction ; and in
Tirhiit, the least cultured district visited, only 2} per eont. receive
any kind or degres of instruetion ;—while the aggregate average for
all the districts visited is no more than T4 per cent., leaving 82} out
of every 100 children of the teschable nge wholly destitute of all
kinds and degrees of instruction whatsoever |  And taking this as a
fair, legitimate, and inductively established uversye for all
snd Beanr, with their mony millions, how fesrful—how ntterly aps
Ilimg the sggregate amount of edueational destitution! Hince
e are, 83 we bave dlready seen, in thess twe Proviness, 6,600,000
or npwards of sir and o half millions of the school-going age ; and
sinee of these, only 74 in a 1(X), receive insiruction of any kind;
it must follow that only 511,000, or sbout kalf a million, receive
any kind of instruction—Ilesving 8,088,500, or sbout &z mallions of
children, capable of receiving sehool instruction, wholly uneducated !
That is, a number of school-going. children in the proviness of
Tengal and Behar alone, wholly uneducated; grecily mors thon dou-
bie the agniegate of the entire population of Bootland, inoluding men;
women, and children !

But the mind eannot adequately realize the aggravated naturs of
euch destitution, nnless it be distinctly remembered, that & whally
uneducated juvenile population must give us a whelly uneducated
sdult population, .
" Not satisfied, however, with deducing this as n Decessary conse-
quence from his tables of juvenile educational destitmiion, Me,
Adam, in order to emsure the strictest accaracy, resolved, for the
sske of comparison, check, and correction, to inatitute rigid inguiries
into the numbera of the infand and adult population, or persons be-
low five and sbove fowrtesn; aw al8o, into the respective number of
the fatter, or adult population, that were more or lsss insiructed, or
wholly uninstructed. From the tables and statements which he hos
furnished noder this head, we deduce this as the result; vis., that
the aggregate average of mors or less instructed adulis for all the
districts visited is no more than 5} per cent., leaving 844 of every
100 adulte wholly destitute of all. kinds or whatsoever gf
sehool instrustion! What, then, must be the amount of educational
destitution among the adult population of Bengal and Behar with
their many millions? The sum total as wu%natmalmdy-aeen,of
the population in thess two pmvinaes, is 36,000,000, or thirty-six
millions. Deducting from this smount, the juvenile ulation of
18,200,000, or upwards of thirteen millions, it will leave 22,800,000,
;rﬁ:em—tg twenty-three millions as the aggregate of the adult popu-
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But we have alrendy found that, of the ndult population, only
en averagoe of 5} in 100 hove received instruction of sny kind, It
will hemce nppear that, of the entire adult populstion of about
twenty-three millions, only 1,254,000, or asbout & million and &
guarter have received school instruetion of any kind ;—leaving
21,546,000, or upwerds of fwendy-one and & half millions of adults
whoily uneducated l—that is, a oumber of adults, in the provinces
of Bengal and Behar alone, wholly uneducoted, considerably ex-
veeding in emount the entire aggregate of the population of England
and Scotland united, including mes, women and chbildren! What
a tremendous couclusion to have been arrived at, is this] Upwards
of #iz millions of children of the sehool-going age, and upwards of
Zwsnly-one and & holf millions of adults, in the provinees of Bengasl
end I:BE:;H nilun&, wimut one shred or tittle of school instruction of
any kind or degres, however humble, meagro, or inadeguate 1#

'}'qu-. to look down on an expanss of sbeolute igﬁargnca—n sheer
intellectual snd moral waste—would be sufficiently painful. But,
olas, there is esomething more painful etill;—and that is to louk
down on & region thot is not merely sterile of all that is usefol or
wholesome, but spontaneously prolific of all that is unprofitable and
nozions. Now, that is precisely what truth and reslity—justice to
the great cause we sdvocate, and justice to the people of Indin—
tmparatively demand of us. Mr. Adam was too much disposed to
miew the whole casa segatively ; in other worda, to treat it simply
a3 A :Iuaatiﬂu of igmorance. Even then, ss we have seen, on his own
showing nnd in aceordance with his own clesr admissions, the eon-
templation 18 & Lorrowing one. Dut, bow much more so doee it
becoma, when we reflect, that s regards the overwhelming majority
of the juvenile and adult population, there i oot merely a éofal
whsenee of school-imstruction af axy Lind for good, but the positivs
presence and spor-colive energy of an cducation ¢f circumatances for
all manxer of evil 7 -

Ag rogurda gctual innele ideas or impressions, the mind of man
msy be truly allowed, agreeably te the phraseclogy of Loeke, to
ocome into the world, as uovaried & blank as *a sheet of white
‘poper.”  But then sli pound philesophy, backed by scripture and
experience to boet, must convince us that, though destitute of actual
iooate ideas or unpreseidos, the mind does come inte the world
endowed with various isnate powera, susocptibilities or tendencies which
only awaib the presentation of their appropriste objects to insure
their variows aud fittiog development. 1o this truer sspeet of the
onse, the mind may be snid rather to resembla “a sheet of white
paper,” which Las been written all over with divers chemieal solu-
tions—the letters, words, and sentences remaining wholly invisible,
ungil brought in contact with heat, or any other exciting canse,

® Tacts like thess may help the friends aud of tha Eritish
and Foreign Bible Society to understand bettar the force of some of tho state-
ments in the recent minute or memorandum of the Calentia Auxiliary, which
wrent to cheek or even rebake the over-sanguine expectations of many relative to
Indiz as s feld for the immediate and usivsrsal distribution of the Bible.

]
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fitted to reveal them in perceptible legible forme. The mind of
man, somewhat eimilarly endowed with latent and undeveloped
ers, susceptibilities and tendencies, is, immediately on its intro.
miw on the setnal stage of time, plunged, ns it were, into an
atmosphere of cireumstanees, which, ealling these varied powers,
susoeptibilities and tendencies into active exercise, impart unte
them all their own peculiar tinge and colouring. 1t is thus that
the intellsctual and moral faeulties are most influentially mounlded,
~—the future life and character mosk effectually shaped and forined.
The manners, language and plessurable sssociations of wcarliest
youth become the habita of maturer years. The feeli prejudices
snd predilections of the suseceptible mind of the child become the
predominant fesli prejudices and predilections of the indurated
mind of the man. In this view of the case, we cannot but respond
to the truth and scenraey of the sentiment expressed by a British
Jonrnalist, when he'exclaims,—*How infinitely emall iz the education
which is obéained at school, compared with that which is obtained
at bome! The formation of babite and the acquisition of rules of
oondact, the most efficacions of all processes of edneation, take
place outside the walls of schools, and are derived chiefly from
example and assoeiation in i . It ia indeed in the dwellings
of the people that the mind and character of the people are formed,
$hat their phyeical frames are matared, their natures educated,
sheir judgments guided and directed, aud that their future place in
P IR M e arvioioed gty Mg 5 ¢
: ing t ledged poteney of the education of exters
et e it m“mm?iﬂ"{:ﬁg:dmmh e i b
P into which every Hindu in from the very 1
Ea.lpgbla being | 'What sights and sounds encompasa him all around,
¥ night and by day—imprinting the mosb vivid images of sense
on the captive mind, exciting the moet carnal propevsities of
the unregeneeate heark! The subject in too vast to be entered on
here ; we can only passingly and incidentally allude to it. It wonld
whole volumes to depiet the endless round of shews, spec-
, Bnd revelricd, —the monotonous ecircle of mechanieal forms,
frivolous rites and cersmonial mummeriss—which constitute the
popular worship of Hinduism, and endow it with resietiees fascinas
tiona to infantile minds, whether of earlier or of riper years.
Hﬂ;;!:'ﬂradﬂin Hfmﬂ{m to its effect on the inisHes? only, what
muat influence of & system like this in perpetusl operstion P
& pystem which robs the divine Being of every attribute fitted to
awsken veneration, gratitude or love ;—a system, which virtnally
and practically converts cows, monkeys, dogs, jackals, squirrels,
birds and other animala—trees, plants, books, wood, stone and other
Lifelees substances—into gods, or objecta of religious reversnce;—
a system studiously inculeating as worship s mass of trivinlities
such a8 ons would think “ gould only be practised by infants taught
o do so by their nurses, or by persona devoid of intellect ' What,
we ask, must be the direct and legitimate influence of such s sys-
tem gn the intellect of ite enthusinstic votaries, young and old ?



