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PREFACE.

Tue German Ewperor Frederie IIL in a letter written
Juue 1453 to Pope Nicholas V,, lamenting greatly the
catastrophe on the Bosphorus, ealls Constantinople * the
capital of the FHastern Ewmpire, the head of Greece, the
home of arts and literature ™ (* Orientalis imperii sedem,
Grxecie caput . . . . veluti dondetlimin litterarum  prti-
uwingque),!  And indeed, from the time of Constantine
the Great to the time when the dawn of Henaissunes
aronsed Italy to her noble task, Constantinople was
the capital of Christian civilizetion, Tts place in the
history of the world has been always & most remark-
able one~—Tome being the only city which can suc-
cessfully bear comparison with it,

When in 1453 it passed into the hands of Mohammed

! The whals text of Frederde's lomg and interestimg latter in Hay-
unlili, Annales Ecelesiantici, wol. xviil., Colonime Agr. 16084, p. 408
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El-Fathi ita possession consolidated at once the new
Mohammedan Empire, and enabled the Sultans of the
Ottoman Turks to extend their sway up to the blue
Carpathians in the north-west and to the Gulf of
Persia in the south-east. There seems almost a mira-
culous telepathic influence in that place, an influence
which inapires its occupants, as long as they possess
some power, with an irregistible nmbition to rnle over
three worlds, and which enables old and exhaunsted
Empires to live longer than the most Hattering pro-
phecies ever thought probable or possible.

There are Lheories which assert that the possession
of Constantinople cnervates, disorgonizes, and in the
end kills, So far as I have been able to read history,
I have found that he who takes Constantinople, once
securely seated on the Bosphorus, unaveidably feels
that his power is strengthened for a higher task, that
his political horizon has widened to the misty limits
of an Universal Empire, and that it is the manifest
destiny of Constantinople to be the capital, if not of
an universal, then at least of a great Empire, stretch-
ing over Enrope, Asin, and Africa. And I would even
gay that it seems to me that neither the Byzantine
nor the Ottoman Empires conld have withstood so long



