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PUBLISHERS" STATEMENT.

In this, the third volume of the Inpraw
CapriviTiEs Series, the publishers have
profited by a number of valuable suggestions
and criticisms in the endeavour to improve
upon the preceding volumes of the series,
which have both been accorded much praise
alike by individuals and by the press.

As in the preceding volumes, the aim has
been to preserve as ncarly as possible the
exact wording of the author, according to
the best edivon obtainzble. To this end,
while the book has been carefully edited,
with a number of addidonal explanatory
notes, the old-fashioned spellings and phrase-
ology, as well as many word-forms now
obsolete or archaic, have been left unaltered,
only palpable typographical and other minor
errors being corrected.

The Publishers desire to make the most
cordial acknowledgement of indebtedness to
Wilberforce Eames, Esq., of the New York
Public Library, who has furnished the very
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vi PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT.

valuable Bibliography by which the book
is enriched, as well as to George Sheldon,
Esq., whose careful historical introduction
adds much interest to the narrative,

The H. R. Huntting Co.,
October, 1g08.



INTRODUCTION

BY

GEORGE SHELDON.

The modern student of old New England 15 seeking
every rchable avenue which leads to, or illustrates her
earlier days; and he does good service who presents to
this public the kind of material to be found in this book,

“The Redeemed Caprive”—the man—was a well
known personage of his timeg, and stood our prominently
during the crucial period of King William’s and Queen
Anne’s wars. Although his standing among s fellow
min;h‘tl'.'[s WAk F:t'irl}r gﬁl{l, }r{'t I'IE iﬂ E"ﬂ_'tﬂl' l:rl:l:!wn ]'.l}f ]1;5
trials and hardships than by his talents or acainments.
He was emphatcally a man of sorrows, and weighred
with care, from matunty to his dying day. His pecoliar
expeniences were not parallcled by any other man of has
time. [lis own record of his own captivity has been and
will be 2 much read book.

John Wilkams, son of Samuel, was born ar Roxbury,
Dec. 10, 1664, His prandfather, Roberr Willilams, was
driven from MNorwich, Eng., in i634. Hobert was a
Puritan of Puritans. He brought with him his son
Samuel, then an infant. Both settled in Roxbury; both
were shoemakers. Samuel was a deacon in the church
of the Apostle Eliot—a hertape and an environment
equally good. John Williams was educated at the still
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famous Roxbury Latin School, and was graduated from
Harvard in 1683, He was second in a class of three—
all Roxbury boys. The first chaprer of their lives had
come to an end. When and where would the second
open! For John Willams it opened Sept. 21, 1686,
when he was called to be the minister of Deerfield. His
cousin, William Williams, the third in his class, had been
settled ar Harfield the vear before, and Samuel Danforth,
the first, was called to Taunton in 1687. In accordance
with the custom of the times they had no training for
the numistry beyond thar given i the regular course at
Harvard.

When young John Williams went to Deerheld, King
William's war was near at hand, snd Deerfield was a
(ropner town, The bodies as well as the souls of the min-
ister and people were sorely tried.  The culdivation of
the sail, thor sole reliance for 2 livelihood, was restricred
to a narrow area, and this only when under an armed
guard; with such condmions the harvest most of neces-
sity be small and uncertain,  All reserved resources soon
became exhausted.  There was no “base of supplics.”
The sctelers feared acwual wane, and they came to feel
it as a reality. 1o go outside the stockade for a moment
unguarded was at the risk of life or liberey. But risks
must be taken, or slow starvation would work s wall,

The first bole fell in June, 1693, at the north end of
the Street, and ten men, women, and children were the
victims. In October, 2 man was captured and carried



