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DEDICATION.

My Deax 8. A,

You cannct have forgotten, that duriog
ona ¢f thoee seasons of severe illosas, with
which it ia the will of our Heoveoly Father
30 ofien (o sfflict you, I selected for your
peruasl, the short ot exquisitely heautiful
memoir of CLEMENTIRE CUVISE, drawn up -
by the Hev. Mark Wirgs, and inserted -
in the Evangelical Magazne, for Febru-
ary, 1828, You professed to admire her
character, and wished to resamble her,
Bueh & desire was commentable, and both
on your part and oo mine, cught 1) be assi-
doously cherished, 1 determined, thers-
forg, to present to you the narrative, accom-
pamed by a short account of her illustrious
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father, and some reflections suggested by
her early removal from the brilliant scenes
by which she was surrounded, and the
bright prospects which expanded before
her. Although I dedicate this book In
an especial menner to you, I design it of
course, for general circulation, and for that
reason, haveadopted a (oo of addrcas sujted
t0 young persone of yoor own S°X.

You were oot born to the prospect2 and
the hopea of CLEMeNTIRE CoviER, por like
her have you been galled to sec their grow-
ing brightness auddenly obscured by the
foga that rise from the dark valley of the
shadow of denth; bul the scenes of opening
life have for yox been shaded by the cloods
of pereonal affiction. May you learn more
impressively than ever, from this touching
narrative, to what source to apply for con-
solation, and in what manper to obtain it.
“It is good,” suid the prophet, * for a man
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to bear the yoka in hiz youth," and the
sentiment has been confirmed by the expe-
rience of multttudes of young persons of
both sexes; who, 1o the surprisa of their
gay companions, have ollered amidst the
scenea of their sorrow, the following strange
and grateful testimony i—

Father, I blasa thy gentls hand ;

How kiml was thy chastising rod,
Thal forcod wy conacience to n siand,
And browght my wand'nong soal 1o Ged |
Fooltsh and Tain, 1 went aalray ;

Era I had felt thy scourges, Lord,
Ileft my gurde and loat my woy ;

But now I love and Eesp Lhy word.

T in good for e b3 wear the yoke,
Fuor pride is apt o rige and swell ;

*T iz good {o bear my Father's alroke,
That T might lzarn hig atatutes well,

Youth is a time eminently favourable to
the cultivation and enjoyment of religion;
the body is then vigorous, the mind lively,
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the time at command, the epirlt unoppress-
ed with the rude cares of life, and the
heart not bowed or broken with the sorrows
of this world. Haleyon season b did the
young know it. But, alas! they do pot
conaider this, and inmead of remembering
their Crestor in the days of their youth,
they put off the consideration of piety to
the uncertain hersafter. Their temptations
1 admit, are maoy. Yuouth is the vernal
season of existence, and ft is the first and
only apring of its kind they will cvar spend.
The whole seene is covered with * liying
green” and aderned with blossoma of
hope. Evory thing hes the freshoess and
charm of povelty. ‘They roam onwards,
pleased with the present, and still more at-
tracted by the dim visiona of the future;
and thus, my dear 8, A, the charactor is
too generally formed by the plestic influchce
of things seen and tempore], and formed
exclusively for an eartlly exisience, while
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things unscen and eternal are left out of
view, and God i not in all their thoughts.
Hence, Jehovah, in great merey, sometimes
darkens the whole scens by afficton, that
in the bifterncas of disappoiniment they
may turn from the vein shodows of the
world, to the substaniial readities of reiymon.
How.many bave boen plucked from the
vortex ofearthly plessure, by the severe but
merciful hand -of & chastisiog God, and
have not ouly made i their confussidn on
earth, but the thewe of their zong n hea-
ven—* It is good for me that I was
afflicted.’

God ia love, pnd eince he hes placed our
world, through the medistion of his Son,
under a dispensation of mercy, the suffer-
ings of the children of mon are rather
disciplinary than penal. *He doeca not af-
flict willingly, nor grieve the children of
men.” Hia language that accompanies



= DEDICATION,

every affliction is this, I spake unto thee
in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, 1 will
not hear ; thia hath been thy manner from
thy youth, that thou oheyedst not my
voice; now heer ye the rod, and who bath
appointed it¥  God hath told us in & fow
wards, the sestetof allthe sorrows which he
calls ua to endure on earth ; * He chasten-
eth va for vur proft, that we might be par-
takers of hir holiness” We cannot ime-
giue thot the bittor disappointments and
deep sorrows of the following nerrative,
~gould bave been Dnflicted by a God that
delighteth i meroy, but with Bome merei-
ful design. Heck, then, my doar 8. A,
that in reference to your own trials, you
may be of coe mind with God in sending
them ; and you kmow what that i, 2hal
you might be a partaker of hie holiness,
An affiction sapctifed, i= better, said an
old divine, than an affliction removed; and
the first prool of & sanctified affliction, & an



