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CHAPTER T.

What changs 1y tla?
Surely, it war & dream that wekes

Ts such reality !

THE name of Effincham will be familiar o
ourreaders, as of Americin a9 well ns English
extraction. The family, of whose memoirs the
following pages form a part, were first known in
this country, in the Staie of New Jersey, in or
about Morristown, or Monmouth, They after-
wands became inhabitants of a village in Otsego
county, in this state, which, as is supposed, from
some associations of English recollections, waa
called Templeton. The elder branch of the
family here Tosa to the dignity of office, and great

respectability ; but afier his decease, many years
2
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since, the junior, who has severally passed under
the names of Edward and James Effingham, be-
coming dissatisfied with the field for ambition
here offered to his genius, embarked with his
daughter, Eve, then only & child, for Europe,
Thers, if we take his own word for it, his extra-
ordinary genius raised him to great conscquence
among the aristocracy, atd his countrymen havein
consequence awarded to him the 2itfe and arms
of Sir Jaxes Effingham ; the latter being an em-
blazopment on a shield, of a green-grocer's shop
and a cart wheel, i-di-ativa of the origin and oe-
cupaion of his ancesfors. After remaining for
some years in Durops, and wearing his honors
well, 8ir James, with the natural sympathy
which every one feels for the scenes of early life,
determined to return to America; and the oocca-
gipn was thought of suflicient importance to be
announced to the world in a publication, entitled
“Homeward Bound” But alas! for the disap-
pointments to which our hopes and aficctions are
often doomed! Sir James hed, by the elevation
of his pasition, become unfitted to enjoy the sim-
ple state of society here. 'The court paid to his
society, and the homage awarded to his genius
there, had rendered his feelings arbitrary, and his
pretensions Jofty ; and, a5 is oo often the case
with poor human nature, too much flattery had
spoiledl his sense of truth and justice, and greatly
raised his conceit of himself
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When Sir James Eifingham determined on re-
tuming home, he signified 1o his {riends his in-
tenticn of ordering his town-house in New York
to be prepared for his reception, which he .-said
wag one of the larpest and most elegant in the city,
designing to pass a month or two thers, then to
repair to Washington for a few weeks at the closa
of the seasom, and to visit his country residence
at Templeton, when the spring should fairly
open,

But, in the abscnce of this important appendage
of an affected pompons style of living, Fve found
herself, within an hour ofter she landed, cram-
med into an upper reom of a boarding housc, on
Hudson Square. Unfortunately for her, her father
had neither the justice to consider the discomfort
of toiling vp and down thres fiwhts of stairts many
fimes a day, nor the generosity to remedy the in-
convenience, by providing apartments at a little
more expense, had his judgment peinted out to
him, the propricty of doing so. Unlike so many
around him, who were content to live in an easy
and quiet style of elegance, he had spent his time
and money abroad, in effforts to mingle in the so-
ciety of, to him, high sounding names; and in
aping their ostemtations follics, had expended as
much n a week, as would have rendered him
comfortable in his proper sphere for a twelve-
month, which he now soupht 1o retrieve, by in-
dulging in that penurivusness which demands
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of a wife, or a daughter, the submission to such
inconvenience and drudgery, as, In this eountry,
is esteerned wholly nnbefitting the well educated
of the sex, Affecting to be a man of the world,
Sir James was either without the requisite know-
ledge to form & proper judgment of his duty to
others, or, he was destitute of that principle of
justice and fairness, which should have permitied
those who depended on him for happiness to
share cquitably in the good things which Provi-
dence had sulliciently bestowsd on him., In other
woids, he wos content, to make other people un-
happy the greater part of their lives, to acquire
the power and the means of an occasional in-
dulgence of his own desire of ostentatious show,
'To this disposition it was owing, that now, Eve
was to exchange the enticoments of company, and
the pleasures of travcl, for months of privation,
and scencs of bickering ; and, once in a weelk at
least, to be called ko an account, of how she had
expended Ler pin money.

One of Eve's fizst visiters, was her consim,
Grace Van Courtlandt. They were sister's chil-
dren; and es the latier was without father or
mother most of their tine for many years was
spent together, until the former was taken abroad ;
when, the natural surliness of Sir James refusing
even the earnest solicitations of his daughter to
take her cousin along with her, & separation en-
sued of course,
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Her paternal grandfether, who was an aged
man, had committed her education in some de-
gree to the care of Sir James. This grandfather
was now dead, and it was supposed that the re-
turn of Sir James, had some reforence to the con-
trol of her fortune, before she should become
mistress of it herself.

Not to elaborate our work too much, we shall
pass very lightly over thoso conversations between
roistress and maid, cn the announcement of a
visitor, in which novelists display their learning
in the use of bad PFrench, and confine ourselves
much to matters of fact,

Eve Effingham, though naturally a beantiful
girl, and possessed of & mind capable of being
trained to all the propneties and even elepancies
of life, had, by the association, contracted some of
her father's truvelled boobyism, and as she de-
scended slowly the three flights of stairs, that
usually elevatad her sbove the vulgarily of a
boarding house drawing-roem, she conned with
some care, what should be her style of salutation
and address to her cousin,

Fve was so young when she left this country,
and had been so long absent, that she really knew
but very little of American manners ;—she had a
sirong desire to please, a characteristic of her na-
turally good temper, but her notions of the means
of pleasing, wera drawn from the obsequiousness,
with which her father, while in Europe, had paid

o
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court to, and fawtied around, thoss whose notice
he desired.

8he had heard her father and her cousin John oft-
en spenk of the awkward, and sometirmes embar-
rassing simplicity and freedom of American man-
ners, which, so often and so effectually, brings at
onee to {ts proper level, the boasting end preten-
sions of ignorant Eurepeans, whenever they
chance to gain admiszsion o a circle beyond the
u=nal maximum of their boarding-house and bar-
room sssociations ; and her thoughts were somuch
balenced between the desite to pleass, with the
means of pleasing, and stiil to impress on the
mind of her visitor her own imngined superiori-
ty, that she entered the dtwwing-room where her
eousin sat, atill in & slate of uncertainty. The
hotel and postcouch life which Eve had jed
abroad, had brought her little in eontaet with
that refined elegunce always to be found among
the higher circles in Europe ; and unfortunately
for her own happiness, on her retum to her na-
tive country, she had contracted in too great a
degree, that hanghty and supercilions manner,
which shuts out from the soul its naiive delicate
gensibilities, and renders its possessor equally dis.
agreenble and contemptible a2 a companion. But
the perceptions of a young ledy will always de-
* tect and admire true elegance whenever it comes
before her; and when Eve saw in the person of
her eousin, as she rose o meet her, & mosi beau-



