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Ropul Society of Fiterature,

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ITS ORIGIN AND PROGRESS.

In October, 1820, in “ accidental conversation,”
a “person” who can be identified as Thomas
Burgess, then Bishop of St. David's, afterwards
of Salisbury, suggested to another the advan-
tages which might be expected from the institu-
tion of a Bociety of Literature, somewhat
resembling the French Academy of Belles
Lettres. The suggestion was communicated to
Bir Benjamin Bloomfield, and by him to King
George the Fourth, who had but recently
ascended the throne.

On the 2nd November, the Bishop received
His Majesty's command to attend at Carlton
House to discuss the matter, and was directed

to draw up a plan in slaboration of u general
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outline which he had previcusly submitted.
He also made a respectful communication on
the matter to the Secretary of State for the
Home Department.

His Majesty became the Patron of the pro-
posed Society, and assigned out of his Privy
Purse the annual sum of 1,100 guineas to
be applied in pensions of 100 guineas each
to ten Royal Associates, and. (as at first
prc;poaed) in & premium of 100 guineas for a
prize dissertation, Bishop Burgess’s biographer
(Harford, p. 844) says that the King told the
Dean of Salishury that this munificence on his
part arose from a misconception of the Bishop's.
The King had intended to give £1,000 down,
and an annual subscription of £100 only; but
the Bishop proclaimed so widely the King's
munificent intention of giving 1,000 guineas a
year, and it was commented on in the Press in
terms so eulogistic, that he was obliged to
acquiesce in it, and did so cheerfully. _.

By May, 1822, a sufficient, number of sub-
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scribers had associated themselyes with the
proposed Society to enable a provisional Council
to be formed under the presidency of the
Bishop, who met the cbstacles opposed to the
formation of the Society with his characteristic
perseverance,

One plausible objection raised was, that under
cover of literary discussion, incessant contro-
versies on political and religious topics might
be raised, and the Bociety, under its Royal
patronage, made an instrument of attack or
defence of particular sects or parties according to
the pasaioua or interests of individual members.

It was not till the 2nd June, 1823, that a
Constitution und Kegulations were ready to be
submitted by the Bishop to the King, and
received his Majesty’s approval under his sign
manual, communicated to his Lordship by Sir
William Knighton, a name still associated with
. the Boclety as that of one of its Vice-
Presidents.

On the 17th June the first meeting of the
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Society, convened by public advertisement and
by circular, was held at the house of the
Literary Fund in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. At
this meeting the Officers and Council of the
Society were elected as follows :—

President : The Bishop of 8t. David's (after-
wards of Salisbury).

Vice- Presidents: The Bishop (C. J. Blom-
field) of Chester (afterwards of London); the
Lord Chief Justice (Abbott ; afterwards Baron
Tenterden); the Right Hon, J. . Villiers;
the Right Hon. 8ir Gore Quseley; the Hon.
G. Agar Ellis; Sir James Mackintosh; the
VYen. Archdeacon Nares: Colonel William
Martin Leake,

Treasurer : Archibald E. Impey.

Librarien: The Rev. H. H. Baber.

Secretary : The Rev. R. Cattermole.

Council : The Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord
Grenville, Lord Morpeth, Sir Thomas Acland,
Bart., Sir Alexander Johnstore, Francis
Chantrey, Taylor Combe, the Rev. G. Croly,
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James Comming, William Empson, the Rev.
Dr. Gray, Prince Hoare, William Jerdan, the
Ven. Archdeacon Prosser, the Rev. Dr
Richards, the Rev. Charles Bumner.

At this time the Society appears to have
consisted of about 120 Members, the thres
Royal Dukes, of York, Clarevce, and Cam-
bridge, having been the first Fellows enrolled
after the King, and each baving contributed a
composition of 100 guineas. Lord Bexley, the
venerable Bishop of Durbam {Shute Barring-
ton), and the Rev. Lewis Way made similar
liberal donations to the funds of the SBociety.

Two guineas was fized by the regulations as
the minimum annual subscription, but a great
number of the Fellows subscribed five and ten
guineas each. Among these were the Dukes of
Newcastle and Butland, and several Bishops
and Peers,

The first Council Meeting was held on
Baturday, 21st June, 1823, at the apartments
of the Rev. H. H. Baber in the British Museum ;
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and the first Ordinary Meeting on 5th November,
when Granville Penn, Fellow of the Society,
read an account of an unknown manuscript of
1422, illustrating the last declarution of Henry
the Fifth. The reading of the paper was not
completed until the meeting of 19th November,
The Council proceeded, among its first duties,
to the election of the ten Royal Associates, who
were to be persons of distinguished learning,
authors of some creditable work of literature,
~and men of geood moral charaecter. Those
selected were :—
Rev. Edward Davies, Author of Celtic
Researches.
Rev. John Jamieson, D.D., F.R.8.E,
Rev. T. B. Malthus, F.R.S.
T. J. Mathizs, F.R.8., F.8.A.,, Author of
Runie Odes
J. Millingen, F.8.A., Author of Peintures
Antiques,
Sir Wm. Ouseley, LL.D,, Author of Persian
Miscellanies.



