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TO
MARY E. RICHMOND
WHOSE ILLUMINATING BOOK ON “30CIAL DIAGNOsIs”
MARKS AN EPOCH IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF SOCIAL WORK



PREFACE

Most writers who disclaim thoroughness are prone
to describe their work as an outline, a sketch, or an
introduction. But the chapters of this book are more
like spot-lights intended to make a few points clear
and leaving many associated topics wholly in the
dark. Possibly such isolated glimpses may serve
better than a clear outline to suggest the interest
of the whole topic. At any rate, that is my hope.

Part of the same material has been used in lec-
tures given at the Sorbonne in the early months of
1918 and published by Crés & Cie. under the title
of Essais de Médecine Sociale.
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