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HEDE#iﬁh

PUBLISHERS' NOTE

As a youth Theodore Roosevelt was an enthusiastic student
of Western history and pioneer types.  Later, as ranchman
and hunter, hie grew to know intimately and to love deeply
the rough, free life of the Western plains.  Mr. Hoosevelt’s
interest in history probably was inheriled, but his fondncss
for outdeor life grew out of his geateful love for his foster
mother—the green earth—who took the delicate youth in
her rough, but kindly, embrace and gave him o sound body
and a clear vision.

IL was during the guiet cvenings, snd the otherwise idle
hours, spent at ** Rlkhorn, ' his Dakota ranch, that Theodore
Roosevelt penned moest of the faseinaling pictores of fronticr
and ranch life thut make up this present volume.

“The Backwoodsmen of the Alleghanies™ and *° Lowis
amd Clark aud Lhe Exploration of the Far Wesl™ are from
“The Wionins of the West," permission to republish here
having Lkindly been granted by 5. 1% Putnauin’s Sons.  The
other stories are from *° Hero Tales and *° Ranch Life and
the Hunting Trail.*’ Some of these stories have been con-
densed from the oripinal version for reasons of space.



THE FFORELOIER

Thie ull shall whistle 1n Bis wale, the Dlinnd wnve break i fire,

He shall fulfil God's atraost will, nokoowing his desire;

And he ahall see old plancts pass and alicn stars arise,

And give the gale his reclobess 3ail in shadow of new skies,

Strong lust of gear sholl drive him out and bunger arm hiz hand
T wring his food from a desert nude, bis fonthald from Che samd,
His peighbors” soke 2hall vex Ils eves, their vidces breals his resty
Fle shall o forth till South s Novth, sullen and disposscsscd;

He zhall desiee lomeliness, and his desire shall being:

Hard on his hesls o housoird wheels, o people nnd w king.

He shall comc back om his ewn track and by his searee eonl camp,
There shall e et Lhe roaregr ateeet, Lhe deerick, and Lhe stamps
For he must blezge o pation’s ways, with hatebet and with brand,
Till on his last-won wilderncss an cmpire’s bulwarks rtand.

Iipling.
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