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ELIJAH WARD.

HE name of Ward is of Beandinavian origin, and pasced
with the Northmen to Normandy, Two of the principal
chiefs, “do la Warde,” and “ Warde,” accompanicd Wil-

liam the Congueror into England, and were engaged in the DBattle

of Hastings.

The Honorable Andrew Ward, from whom the Wards of West
chester Connty, in the State of New York are descended, migrated
from Suffolk, in England, to New England, in 1630, in eompany
with a number of families of that county, including that of Mr.
(afterwards Governor) Winthrop. He first scttled at Watertown,
Massachusetts, where, five years afterwards, he, wiih others, waa
appointed by the General Conrt to form a government in Conneeti-
ent. In the following year, he and his nssocintes held the first
court ; und “he made the first law, and tried the firet cuuse in it.”
He was for seversl years a judge or magistrate, und, at different
periods, & deputy or member of both branches of the General Conrt
of that eolony: The Listorien of Connceticut, referring to hiln and
his colleagucs, says; “ They were the civil and religions fathers +f
the eolony, who assisted in forming its free and hnppy coustitution *
were among its legislators, and some of the chief pillars of the
chureh and commoowealth, who, with many others of the same
execellent character, employed their abilities and their estates, for the
prosperity of the colony.”

In 1641, differences of opinion arcse on certain questions of eivil
and religious liberty, and the views of Mr, Ward, as to its value, be-
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ing more eonsistent than those of the constituted authorities of the
day, he, with several of his friends, removed to Stamford, and, in
1643, pur:.]maed the town of Hempstead, L. L, then a part of the
colony of NewAmsterdam, The following year they formally landed
at Hempstead Harbor, now Reslyn, L. L, and founded the village of
Hempstend ; but, having some diffienlty with the Dutch anthorities,
Mr. Ward returned to Conneeticnt, was appointed a mnagistrate, and
elosed A long and nseful life in 1659,

Bome of his children removed to ‘Westchester County, and to
them the Wards of that region owe their origin. The nume iz one
of the most distinguiched in the annals of tho county, and many
mentbers of the family have held prominent positions in the state
and nation,

Elijah Ward was born at Sing Bing, Westehester Connty, and is
about fifty-gix years of age. He is the son of Isracl Ward, now
deceased, who married a dsughter of the late John Rossel, of the
same county. Young Ward was sent to the village academy,
where he received sn ascademic edneation, and at an ewly age
developed a taste for books and the acqnisition of knowledge.
Tle was interested in many subjects; but, political cconomy,
hirtory, and Liograply, were his favorites, more especially the latter,
wherein youth can trace the progressive steps by which men attain
high public, politieal and social eminenee ; and, if anbitions, may
learn to follow suceessful and illustrions examples. His industry
and perseveranes in self-enlture, gave him, in addition to the results
of his aeademis stadies, a large fand of general information of much
uea to him in after life, Having an carly predilection for the legal
profession, Le decided npon adopting it. His kinsmon, Major
General Anron Ward, then o representative in congress, and a lead-
ing member of the bar in Westehester Connty, proposed taking him
into his office. The offer was pecaliarly favorable, and was warmly
appreciated ; but, with the spirit of selfreliance which has been the
main spring of his snceess, young Ward resolved that, as such a step
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would make him somewhat dependent, he would rely apon his own
efforts, until he should thus be enabled to pursue his intended
studies.

In the spring of 1833, he went to the eity of New York fo
scck employment.  On the day after his arrival, he was engaged
by Mr. John 8. MeKibben, then a prominent and much respected
merchant, with whom he remained up to the time when he wat
enabled to dircet his attention exclusively to his ehosen profession.

Meanwhile he beeame thoronghly conversant with business trans
actions, thns ascquiring knowledge which was afterwerds of great
value to himin the practies of the law, and developing the deep
intorest in mercuntile wffairs and men, which has always been an
animating principle of his publie 1ife. 8o long as he was with
Mr. McKibben, he devoted his time, after the liours of busincss,
to mental improvement. Under competent instruetors he nnrenyit-
tingly pursueidl a courss of classical, philosophicn! sand practien]
studies; thus laying the foundation of much that was usefol and
eharacteristic in his fitnre suceessful earcer. He kept steadily in
mind the profession he had marked out for himself,—and, in 1838,
while yet & elork, attended the Law School in the University of
New York, then numbering among its professors the Honorable
Willintn Kent, the Honorable Benjumin F. Butler, and Darvid Gra-
bam,

In Junnary, 1839, Mr. Ward was elected President of the “Mer-
cantile Library Association,” an institution then, s now, contribut-
ing mnch to the advancement of the intellectual charncter of the
merehants of New York,—and of no little utility to the community
of the city at large. Even st that time it nnmbered more than 5,300
members,  During the term of his office, it attained a higher dogree
of prosperity than in any preceding year of its existence. JIie was
tendered a nomination for re-election, but declined it in conse-
quence of the intended change in his oecupation.



