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INTRODUCTION

DespiTE the many and wide differences so
obvious in every community—of age and sex,
of regional origins and historie groupings, of
oceupations and interests, of experience and
intelligence, efficiency and originality, of edu-
ecation, manners and morals, of wealth and
rank, and so on—each generation has more in
common than its individuals may realize.
Layman and eclerie, pressman and prime
minister, message-boy and millionaire respond
not merely fo their respective call-bells, nor
in common to the peal of general rejoicing, to
the tolling of sorrow; but threugh their minds
there vibrates also a ecertain unison, a response,
though it may be more or less unconscious, to
the key-notes of their age. How this unison
underlies the apparent differences is easily
seen on differing intellectual levels. The boy
in the train buys 7'-Bits, but the man in
the willa takes in the new Britannica ;

the specialist concentrates upon the * Pro-
vil
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ceedings ™ of his learned society, while the
university principal reviews his * Calendar
of all the studies: so far they seem widely
apart. But, after all, their differences are
only of degree and not of kind; all four are
children of the recent and passing phase of
knowledge, characterized by the encyclopedia
—whether in " articles™ or in * papers,”
in lecture-courses or in snippets from them—
all is but a question of magnitude, & matter
of detail. All four readers alike are inter-
ested in knowledge of one sort or another;
but these are seen mainly as knowledges, and
as advancing analyses, rather than as a grow-
ing synthesis. So though they all read very
different newspapers, these newspapers are
yet much the same, all vividly retrospective
of yesterday, and keenly criticizing such and
such of its doings, but as yet with little sight
of how the day's items are resultants of [ar
distant yesterdays, sowings for far distant
morrows, Yet ideas of unity amid diversity,
of order amid change, have also long been
growing, even finding expression, and this
not merely, as sporadically in all ages, in im-
pressions and speculaticns on decline or on
better things; but in clearer and more com-
prehensive surveys of the processes of change,
even inquiries into its method. These, in
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tact, have gone towards making up that
general idea we now more or less share, of the
universe as not only orderly, but in process
of change. Changing order, orderly change,
and this everywhere—in nature inorganie and
organie, in individual and in social life—for
this vast conception, now everywhere dif-
fusing, often expressed, rarely as vet applied,
we need some pgeneral term—and this is
Evolution.

Now, if this be gaining ground as a con-
ception of the world-process, it 15 time to be
inquiring farther into it: how is this to be
done? On one hand historically, thus quickly
appropriating the best thought as yet reached
by others; on the other hand directly, at first
hand and for oneself, in our own environment
of life and work and contact with nature. In
the former way we shall save time, and in the
latter gain definiteness; hence impartially
deciding on both, we may most speedily turn
for our outlines to our encyclopmdia, say
Chambers' articles * Evolution ** and ** Dar-
winian Theory" ; and for direct experience
take a holiday in the woods or by the shore.
At first the general ideas of our reading, the
details of our field-observing, may seem to
have little in common, like the old philosopher
and the boy collector among our acquaint-



