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A “leafy June” speaf o the
bunka af the “bonnie Poon” and
ke the flelds made immardald by
fwrna’ songs, and omong a people
rich with coutentroant, gnd the {ro-
ifitineg of dAe dard, & the ovigin af”
the following., There mey be noth-
fong wee in it but X truat & will do

e poet’a saemory no {1
:



ROBERT BURNS

Apout two miles sonth of the Little
ity of Ayr, and so close beside the
bighway that there i no yard in
front, 18 a little thatehad-covered,
¢lay cottage. It atandy nemr “Allo-
way's old haunted kirk," and belind
it the clear waters of the “bonnie
Doon™ ripple botween grassy lawnsg,
or in the shade of over-hanginr trees.
In thie cottage, on the 25th day of
January, 1769, was horn the most
strangely mifted child of penine that
hiz aga prodneed. His checkered
life, 1 wmany respecty, was & wonder-
ful one. Iew men were ever more
praised and idolizad than e, Few
men of geniva ever died moro nep-
~ lected snd alomn.  And, after death,
few men have evar risen higher in
popular estimation, or atfained s
stronger hold on $he hearty of their
countrymen. The mon of highest
enlture, and the peasant of homblest
birth and surronndmgs, have alike
enshrined him in their hesrte. Hin
countrymen kove hin, Wherever the
English tougue i= spoken, or men of
British birth or deseent are found,
thera are admirers of the plowman
bard. And this admiration and
affection ere enlively exceptional.
Homer, Virgil, Dante, Shakecspears,
have left the impress of their souls
on the world for all time. But they
are not loved like Eobert Buorns,




4

They hn.va never been taken soclosely
to men’'s boaums—i:.h never ¢an be.
The great men the scholar,
love Rﬁba‘fjt B];;:'nst‘ h-u-cmml Tﬁuf his
LI F BUylE, & OO
E:Lﬁ lover him h&mu:ga of his vigor-
our assertion of the nobility of man-
hood. The timid man loves him be-
cansa the poet has snabled him to
bear up taore courageously under
the proud man's contumely and the
insolence of offica. The patrict loves
him becsuse he has made him love
his country more. The youthful
lover, because ha has voiced so ex-
quisitoly his sweetest and tenderest
passion. The philanthropist, be-
cause his lines glow wlth sympathy
for every living thing. Women love
him becauss of the tenderness of his
netore and ll.iﬂ songe. Not s wound-
ad hare goos hy: not 8 mouse is -
turned up in fer nest; not & moun-
tain daisy is eruehed by the plow-
share, but his lines grow tearful
with homan fesling. In ehort all
love bim, with & love, doubtless, all
- the wermer beosuse of Ais merred
and imperfect life, and that he who
imparted so muach happiness {o
others, wae lumuelf 8o unhapp
William Burns, the poat’s f?s.thar,
waa & very worthy and intelligent
man. The poot enys of him:
“He was thrown by early misfortunes
on the world ot large, where he soffered
much, and pheked up afrutty largno qoan.

tit of uhmmtion 4n perience, for
]fich I am indebted for most of mmy little




pretensions 1o wisdom. 1 have met few
who understood men better than he. But
stubborn, ungeinly integrity, and head-
long, ungovernable iraecibility, are dis-
u,uﬁ-l inp clreumstances, sud 1 was, there-
ore, DO & YEOY poor man's aon.™

Early in life he went to Edinburgh
and worked as a gardener, suffering
many privetions. - Afterwards he
migrated to Ayrshire, whers he
gerved one gentlemsn after another
as gerdener, until, in early summer
of 1757, he lepsed seven acres of lend
near the Doon sud on the land
erected a little cottage. Into this
in Decemnber following he took his
youny wifs, Agnes Brown. She wan
the ga.ughtar of o Carrick farmer,
and i8 deseribed a8 & very sagncious
gnd lendsome wommn, s loving
mother pnd gntiful wife. The poet
resemblad her more thun the father
in bise eddress and porson. But
from the fether he inherited an irri-
table and melaneboly temperament,
which glmoat drove him fo the varge
of igeanity, and forwms, perhsps, an
excuse for mony of the sxcesses of
hin errly life, and made his later
years 80 midernble. In this elay cot-
tage the poet was born, The night
fuﬁzﬁng hig birth the wind blew
out the only window in the house,
and the mother being alone, waa
oblized to walk across the sireet, to
the house of a neighbor, for refuge.
This cold night, and the rude wind,
seemed but a prophecy of hie after
years, for his whole life was, in his
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own words, “frezen by the blast o
Janwanr win' that blew honeel in on
him." ;

The first seven vears of his life
Raobert spent in the cotiage in which
he was born.  Affer he was six he
attonded a small echool at Alloway
Mill. The family then Moved opon
e emall farm sbout three miles dis-
tant, whera they lived nearly twelve
vears. The tauther; and mome of the
neighhora, for sevaral years employ-
od & man named Murdack to teach
their children. 7They paid him =
small quarterly salary, and lodged
him a‘}ternuta]y at their housas,
Thir custom iz efill common in Beot-
Tand in aparsely seitlad dietriets.
Tlobert was « great favorite of his
tegcher, and under him he acguired
& good education T the eommon
branches, with French, and some
knowledge of Latin and €rack.

The land where they lived wus
poor, and finally, the fathor being
unable to pay the rent, on the desth
of the duird, broke off the lonze, and
removed with hia Iamily to Lochles,
about twelve miles sway, where he
lensed ancther farm. Here forfune
auriled on them for four years. Then
o misunderstonding witg the land-
lord abont the terms of tho lesse
guva rise to & long lawsuit, the deci-
gion of which was ogainst Burns.
All his substance was swallowed np
in the hungry vorfex of liGgdtion
pad his family redouced to want
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Often, very often, during the dreary
years of their poverty, did the whole
family spend an evening in tears
over some threasfening or abusive
letter from the lord or facter. These
things broke the good man’s herrk,
and crughed hie spirit, end

$eath, the poor man's de arest friend,”
came to his relief, and released him
from farther war with ah adverse
and unfriendly world.

T'o the father’s indapendencc and
manlineas, and to his wize and Chris-
tiau wetruetion, the son owed much.
In the companionship of such a ruan
many things can be learned ot
found in hooks nor tzught in eol-
leges. Hiw home was a place of
prayerful,restfol peace. That father,
and mother, and home, the poat has
pictured m his “floffer's Smturduy
Night.”

Al the fathes's death the care of
the large family came upon Robert
gnd hia brother Gilbert.  And years
of great struggle followed. Itise
fearful thing to bo poor and desti-
tute of life's conpforts anywhere ; but
doubly &0, when with this destitu-
tion, comea sbeolute dependence.
This, to & proud apirit 1 paicful,
Thie was a trying period of the poet's
life. The neceasty of work beyond
his strength, the rigid economy
practiced, and the ineunfbeiency of
food, stamped their influences on
hirm, and, doubtless, intensified the
tendency to melsocholy and that



