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: PREFACE.

THF. opening of various new lines of railway has

given access, within the last few years, to por-
tions of the neighbourhood of Manchester rarely visited
before, even Dby naturalists, and totally unknown to
the majonty of our townspeople.  Such, for example,
are the districts about Mobberley, Marple, and Wha-
ley Bridge. The new railways have given access
also to places of wellknown and celebrated beauty
which were previously quite beyond the limits of a
day's cxcursion,

These considerations, and the kind reception given
to the onginal * Walks and Wild Fowers,” published
m 1858, have induced the author to prepare a more
extended account of the neighbourhood. The places
deseribed and referred to are seldom less than seven

wiles distant, and very many lic at a distance of
&
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Vi Preface.

twenty to thirty miles. With scarcely an exception,
the whole are described from personal acquaintance.
The circulars issuecd by the author to the members
of the Tield-Naturalists' Society, during the last six
summer-scasons, have been largely made use gf, so
as to embody in this volume the best and most
interesting portions of the information they contained,
and to this has been added a large amount of en-
tirely mew matter. The book does not pretend to
be exhaustive. Several places indced, of which some
mention may be expected, have been designedly not
spoken of, the author not possessing personal or
authentic knowledge of them,

The descriptions of the several places of course
refer to their aspect wpon fime days, and at such
seasons of the year as they are best visited. The
Im’tﬁ&st seencry is not infrequently a blank, if sur-
veyed at an unpropitious hour. It is necessary, more-
over, for the enjoyment of them, to carry with us, in
all cases, a disposition to be pleased, and especially
with the little and the simple things of Nature, which,
if we do not preserve and cultivate the love of, we
shall find ourselves less able to appreciate the grand
and majestic.



Preface. vii

It is scarcely needful to say that many of the
places deseribed, though rendered accessible to the
public by the liberality and the courtesy of the pro-
prictors, can be entered only by making previous and
orderly application,  Difficulty need scarcely ever
arise in respect of this; all depends vpon the manner
in which the application ts preferred, This 15 most
especially the case with moors and woods prescrved
for game. The author will Le glad, at any time, to
supply partculars as to admission that cannot other-
wis¢ be obtained.

it has only to be added that the book being in-
tended 1o serve the pumose of a Dircctory quite as
much as that of a systematic deseription, the author
has frequently adopted a style of expression to cor-
respond. At the end will be found an extended sum-
mary of the chicf Railway-stations of the district, and
of the distances thercto; also, a comprehensive index
of the places, objects, and circumstances that have

been mentigned.
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