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PREFACE.

Ta1s little work hes been published from the convietion
that a country in & state of what may be called aemse
development, s India now is, will benefit from the
ventilation of al! views on her needs, however orude
and mistaken they may be; because, if fortunate
enongh to attract may sbare of the public attention,
they will have the effect of directing thought to her
condition.

‘There 18 another reason why anyone who has any-
thing to say about the couniry at sll, may put in &
olaim for a hearing, but this will require a fow words
for its exposition.

No one who thinks at sll about India can fail'to
perceive the danger in which she stende of being made
the sport of the various parties who are contending for
the aoceptance of their rival views on her necessities ;
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und no one who approaches the subject cen fail to
attewpt the suggesiion of & remedy for the evil. It is
well to hear nll that can be proposed, and to balance
the claims of each rival suggestion,

The best part of a century of British rule in India
haa alresdy passed awey, snd her Anglo-Saxon con-
quercrs seem no nearer amalgamation with, or even
appreciation of, a highly pieturesque, imaginative, and
artistic people, whose nature is in many respects the
the very amtithesis of their own. Many thinkers are
already beginning to speculate npon the possibilities of
the conneotion being dissolved, by movement from
within, or politica] complieation without. As such =
contingency must be in every respect deplorable both
for England and India, it behovea well-wishers of either
country to apply themselves earnestly to the sonsiders-
$ion of any measures which may help to ward it off,

What seems most of all wanted is, thet proposals for
reform, whether coming from within or without, should
be anticipated by the Government, and thus robbed of
all elements of denger; thet the people should be
drawn closer to.their alien governors, and should feel
sure thet any reasonable representation or complaint
they may have to make will be eure to find a hearing.

In short, & middle scourse seoms required, in which
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all parties—the altra-progressionists and the ultra-
conservatives, the pessimisia and the partizans of the
“New Indio" movemont—ocan join. It is with the
hope of contributing st least some suggestions towards
these great ende that the following pages have been

penned.

The aim of the writer has been to sdhere to tem-
perance in thought, language, and proposal; and, if
this ideal bas sometimes been transgressed, lenient
judgment is requested, a8, when deeply interested in s
subjeot, it is very difficult to evoid exaggeration.

The general schemo of what follows may be here
skotohed : The first chapter proposes an organization
for the systematie proseoution of reform in the country.
The four following chapters deal with subjects (Educa-
tion, Excise, and the Land question) which have sach
been investigated by special commissions, and the
necessity for reform thereby admitted. The sixth
chapter considers the rdle of the loosl authorities in
reference to the country and ite needs; and the seventh
contains some proposais for the development of salf-
government. The eighth chapter atbempts to review
the relation of religion fo the general progress of the
oountry ; and the ninth and last containe some thoughts
on the politicsl situation. As the majority of the work
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has been written up for the press in haste, and, when
reference to anthoritice was impossible, criticism on
inelegancies of diction and teohnical inacouracies is
deprecated.
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