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THE GRAY CHAMPION.

WHERE was ones a time when New England
A groaned under the actwal pressure of beavier
Mgl wrongs than those threstened oues which
hmugh.t. on the Hevolulion. James IL, the higoted
suecessor of Chaeles the Voluptuous, had annulled the
charters of all #he eolonies, and sent & harsh and unprin-
cipled soldier to take away our iiberties and endanger
our religion. The administration of 8ir Edmund Andros
lacked scarcely a single eleracteristic of tyranny: a
Governor apd Council, holding office from the King,
and wholly independent of the eountry; laws made and
taxes levied without concureence of the people, imme-
diste or by their representatives; the rights of private
citizens violated, and the titles of all landed property
declared void ; the voies of complaint stifled by restrie-
tions on the press; and, finally, didaflection overawed by
the first band of mercenary troops that ever marched on
our free soil,  For two years our ancesiors were kopt in
sallen uublmasl.nu by 1.].1:11.- flisl love which had invariabl
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secured their allegiance to the motber country, whether
its head chanced to be a Parliament, Proteetor, or Popish
Mouarel,  Till these evil times, however, sueh allegisnce
hed been merely nominal, and the eolonists bad ruled
themselves, enjoying far more freedom than is even yet
the privilega of the native subjects of Greut Britain.

At length a yumor reached our shores that the Prince
of Orange bad ventured ou an enierprise the success of
which would be the iriumph of eivil and religions rights
mid the salvation of Now Eogland. Tt was but a doubt-
ful whisper s it might be Galss, or the attempt might fail ;
aud, in either case, the wan that stirred against King
Jumes would lose Bis Lend,  Bill, the intelligence pro-
duved o marked effect,  The people smied myateriousty
i the streets, and theew bold glances ot their oppressors;
while, far and wide, there was a snbdued and silent agita-
P, as i the slightest signnl would rouse the whale land
fram ita sloggish despondency,  Awnre of their danger,
the vulers resolved to wvert ib by an imposing display of
strength, and perbaps to souflem theiradespotism by vet
harsher messnres, One afternoon in April, 1689, Bir
Edmund Aundros and his favonte conncillors, being warm
with wine, assembled the redecats of the Governor's
Guard, ‘und made theie appearance in the streets of
Boston, The sun was nesr seiting when the march
commenced.

The roll of the drom, at that wnquiet erisis, seemed
to go throogh the sireets, less as the martial music of
the soldiers, than as & mwmster-call to the inhabitants
themselves, A multilude, by various avenues, sssem-
bled in King Street, which was destined to be the scene,
nearly & centory afterwards, of another encounter be-
tween the troops of Britain sud a people struggling
against her tyranny. Though more than sixty years had
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elapsed since the Pilgrims came, this crowd of their
descendanta still showed the strong and sombre features
of their chagacter, perbaps mibre strikingly in such a
stern emergeney than on bappier occasions. There were
the scber gar, the general severity of mien, the gloomy
but undismayed expression, the Scriptural forma of speech,
and the confidence in Heaven's blessiug on a righteous
cause, which wounld have marked a bund of thw original
Puritaps, when threatened by some peril of the wilder-
ness.  Indeed, it was not yet time for the old spirit Lo
be extinet ; sivee there were men in the street, that day,
who had worshipped (bere beneath the trees, before a
house was reared to the God for whom they had become
exiles. Old soldiers of the Parlinment were here, too,
switing grimly ad the thought, that their aged arms might
strike another blow against the house of Steart. Here,
also, wepe the veteraus of King Philip's war, who liad
burned villages and slaugltered young and old, with
pious fierceness, while the godly sonls throughout the
land were helping them with prayer. Seversl ministers
were scattered among the crowd, which, uulike all other
mobs, regarded them with such reverenoce, as if thers
were sanelity in their very garments. These holy men
exerted their influence to quiet the people, but not to
disperse them, Meautime, the purpose of the Governor,
in disturbing the peace of the town, at & period when
the slizhtest eommotion might throw the country into a
ferment, was almost the nniversal subject of inguiry, and
variously explained,

“ Batan will sirike his master-stroke presently,” eried
some, " beeause be knowelh that his time is short.  All
our godly pastors are o be dragged to prism! Wa
shall see them at & Smithficld fire in King Bteeet! "

Hereupon the people of each parish gathered closer
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round theie wmidister, who looked ealply upwards and
assumed & more apostolie digoity, as well befitted o
enndidate for 1he highest honce of Nis profession, the
crown of martyrdom. It was actually fancied, at that
period, that New Evoglind might have a John Rogers
of her own, to take we place of that worthy in the
Primer. '

“The Pope of Kome bas given orders for a new Si.
Bartholomew I * oried otheps.  * We are to be massacred,
mann sned ple ehild ! *

Nelther was this rumor “wholly discredited, afthough
(he wiser clusa believed the Governor's ohject somewhat
loss atroeions,  His predecessor under the old charter,
Bowdstrect, a vengrable companion of the fivst settlers,
wus kuown to be in town, There were grounds for con-
jeetaring that Bir Edmund Andros intended, at once, to
strike terror, by & parade of military foree, and to con-
fnndd the opposite taetion by possessing himsell of their
ehief,

“Btand firm for ihe old charter, Governor ! ** shouted
the crowd, seizing upon the idea.  “The good old Gov-
ernor Bradstreet !

While this ery was al the londest, the people were
surprised by the well-known figure of Govemor Brad-
streel himselll a patriarch of neacly niuety, who appearcd
on the elevated steps of a door, and, with characteristie
mildness, besought them fo submit to the constiiuted
authorities.

My children,” concluded thie renerable person, “do
nothing rushly. Cry wot alowd, but pray for the welfare
of New England, and expect patiently whai the Lovd
will do in this maiter!” :

The event was roon to be decided. AN {his time, the
roll of the drum had been approaching through Corulill,



