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“Thou makest ws a reproach te our neiphbours, o searo and
dezigion o them thatare roumd abeu! gs——vol have we nob for.
poticn thee"—Taimm xliv,

W are my withesses, saith the Fastd, amd iy servant whom I
hove chescn, that ve may Ksow and BRikve me. This poople
hare T formed fir myself, they shall ahow forth my praise™—
[zaran xhivd, 10, 21, -
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SHEMANG YISRAEL.

HEAT, ( [3RAEL: THE LORD OOR GO0, THE LORD 15 ONE. AND
THOU SMNALT LOVE THE ORI THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART,
AND WITH ALL THY S0UL, AXD WITH ALL THY MIGHT. AXD
TIHESE WORDS, WIHCIH | COMMARD TIIEE THIE DAY, SHALL HE CPOXN
THY HEART: axf THOU SHaL'Pl TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY L[XTo
THY CHILDREN, AND SOALT SFEAK OF TIHEM WIIEN TIIOT 8ITTEET
15 THY HNOTEE, AN WHEX THOU wWALKEST Ly THE way, aAXD
WHEN THOU LIEST DOWDHN, AND WIEN THOUG RIEEST. TF. ARD
THOU SHALT BIND THEM FOWR A SIGN UPON THY HARD, AND THEY
SHALL OE A FROKTLETRE DETWLEN TIT EYES:. AND TIIOD =HALT
WRITE THEM URON I'HE BOOR-HFRSTE OF THEY HOUSE, AND 0¥ THY

GATEE.
DrorEncrany vi 4=

2 Bherman & Co. Printars, 19 56 JTames Sieeci
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WHOEE PRECEPTS AND EXAMPLE
ORECINALLY INSPIRED THE SENTIMENTS CONTAINED

IN THE FOLLOWING PAGEE,
THE TENTDER GUARDIAN OF MY TAFANCY;
THE SOLE INSTRUCTREES OF My YOI H,
THE ParrnbUL FRIEXD OF NIFER YEARS,
o
MY BELOVED MOTHER,
s Volume

I3 MDET GRATEFULLY AND AFFECTIONATELY INBCHIHED,



EDITOR'S PEETACE.

It 15 with u high degres of gratification that I am enabled to in-
troduce to our religions public a new Inbonrer in the clucidation of
our time-lionoured faith, in the person of Misz Aguilar, the nuthor
of the present publication.  This, however, is not her first work ;
us about fonr yeers since she committed to the press o tmnslation
of the “ Tsenel Defended,” by Tan lsrac Orobio, the bruve aml un-
danpted defender of the Mosale refigion.  In addition to this Miss
A iz written several fugitive poctical and prose pieces, few only
of which have rowdehed me.

My frst published sermons laving attracted the kind astention
of Miss A., she requested e 1o undertake the editorial supervision
of her M&E, work on the % Bpinit"™ of our religion 1 shall readily
be belioved when asserting, that T felt troly happy that soch a de-
matd had Been mede upon me ; and T accordingly affered my ser-
vices Lo do us | wes desired, Somewlat more than two years &zo,
Miss A, having finished lier work sent it cul to America through
4 private channed; but from some cavse unkaewn it pever reached
me,  Bhe liad aceordingly to undertake the laborieus tashk of re-
writing it from her ongiond sketches, and she completad 1t anew
about this time last year, Last May L at length received thislong
expoctal bock, and hod it not been [or many uoefvresecn interrup-
tions, its publication would oot lweve been deloyed Gl tis L.
The work 15 pow, however, safely afloat on the ogern of public
opinion ; aml 1 nsspre my friends that they ennonot afford me a
greater pleasure than to receive Rindly and fovourably the oifering
on the shrine of our religion so benutifully offered by our distant
sietor, distanl only in body, becanse, though residing in another
hemisphere, her spivit is lnked to ours by the e of netional con-
sanguinity and the bomls of one belief in the snme kind nnd omni-
potent G, whose are the sea and the dry lamd.

It wonld not become me to speak of the merits of this work, as
it might b supposed that [ were but oifering the usual and fulsome
adulation, which it is only too much the fushion te offer to an ag-
thor. Yet I may say witheut hesitation, that our females will find
im it many passges peculiarly caleuleted to win and arrest their
attention by their elogant imagery and truly delicate portraiture.

W
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Few indeed, whether male or female, bot must rise refreshed and
invigorated by & new feeling of religious hopefulness called forth
by the pious aspirations which are seattersd throughoot these
pages, wod be tho more strongly improssed with the beatifying
principles of our religion ; seeing, as they most do, that the argo-
ment 30 strongly bronght home to the judsment of all is not fur-
nizhed by a man rap to presch our doctrines, bat by a woman
whose own experience has taeght her the blessedness and life
gpringing from the living fountain of the code and law of Moses,
This m'ii,ml;ar]r testimony is worth much moro then a high]::,l' clabo-
rate treatize by cne deeply leamed i the law; and despite of oc-
casional errors, which are for the most pert animadverted upon in
the notes appended to the text, 1 have o doubt but that it will aid
rreatly in diffusing v true spicit of relipion, snd axsist our fellow-
believers to lean in their joys el afllictions with confiding trust
upon the Holy Ong of Tacoh their Rock and Redesmer.

I rejoice greatly, that o pitted danglter of Javael has at longth
appeared, who does nol disdain to stamd forth as the champion of
her ancient. croed, and who, feaking for awhile the Ueld of secular
literature where bath fame and profit await the suceessfil aspirant,
links her fate with thesc ardent fow who hesitate not to svow their
abiding hope in the law of ther Hebrew forefuthors, and who seck
for mo hetter rewarnd, than fo eee their own relicion followed and
its pdherents bononrsd, not far the pozsession of wealth and power,
bl for the posscssion of o piety amd u devotedness w their God,
which can proceed salely from hopes whose hirth 18 i beaven wud
whose ending iz only in eternity.

My ciliterial laboors were restricted, by the express direction of
the author, o correcting the text where I J.uight. dizcover oheenti-
ties, and sppendmg notes where they woere reqoireil. 1 have fol-
filled both parts of the plessunt tagk assioned me with honest
fdelity, nnd with all the sccoracy I conhl command,  OF conrse
perfeel frecdmn fom faults 1 do not cleiw either for wy Fiend or
myself; and any slight imoccumeies which may be discoverad here
and there willy T trast, be viewed with the ueaal ltbrhTIgeneE which
I have lLitherto received.  For all the notes bearing my initinls 1
nm alone responzible ; since, owing to the distance betwoen vs, the
mithor hod no opportanity of seeing thew before they appeared in
print.

The Eh?nfpﬂints of diffbrence between Miss Aguilar and myself



ERITOR'S PREFACE. vil

nre her eeeming aversion o the fradition, nnd ber idea that the
terching of mere formal religion opens the door to the admission of
Christinnity. The resder will ensily perceive from my notes to
varions passages, that 1 believe the tmaditions: of our fathers of
vitel importance in clucidating the wonls of Seripture amd regula-
tigr our course of action.  Aml T insist in concert with all who
have duly weighed the subject that, without claiming infallibility
for the snyings and decisions of vur Rabbins, they are uevortheloess
emtithed to be fistoned to with profoomd respeet and Lo be obeyed
kg holy ancestral customs, unbess indeed they flatly contrndict the
texl of Seripture and the legitimate common senze deductions
therefrom. [t is too evident for dendal by the most prejuwliced,
that o discretionary power wis conferred by the law of Moses
upott the various chief tribimals for the time being, (see Deat
xvil. 1035} mml their decistens, together with the oral traditions de-
livered by Moses himself to the cliers, always constituted oor
enstoins, and are what we term the oral law, or tradition.  That
many things may bave crapt i in process of Lme, neither wor-
ranted by the siricl letler of the law nor necessary for any useful
purpaze, T will neither demy nor affirm, for this is not the place to
do so but thi= much mway be asserted without fear of contrmadiction,
that withowt traditional aotlwrity there conld be ne Jewish con-
furmity ; sinee ollers nse the Ihble ns well as we do, and still their
conduet 1= so tatally different from oues. Now what constitates
this difference, bot our mode of interpretation? And whenes is
his decived, bot from tredition | T regrel that the suall space 1
mm necessarily limited to in this preface prevents me from ens
larging on the subject; but T may say once for all, that Jews are
pot safe onless they abide by the dectrines which bave been handed
down as derived from and bsed vpon the Dible; and though elf
my not be able to get a comprebensive knowledee of the minutie
of the faws, it iz searcely fo be dowlted, that there will be always
educatid men whose busdoess it g to devote theic whole attention
to their refigion and to be et oll bours ready 1o show the people
the way they should go, and to distinzuish between the clean wnd
the unelenn no less than between the morally right and wrong,

[ regrand to the approscl: to Christianity by the fhrmalist, [ must
remark that there seems to be no connexion between the two, any
more than the apestncy ta paganism or the [slam where either of
these prevails.  The Jew embraces Christinnity, if at all, by bis
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dezire for some tungible advantages which his change is supposed
to bring, or from o mere ignoerance of the principles of his own be-
lief. It is, therefore, not because o person iz a formalist, only be-
eause he s i{mmul of hia duties and their intont; and nm:rﬂ'ug]}"
those whe have received no religions edueation are more likely to
swerve than they who have been instructed though faltily ; for if
these Inst fall it i nol from igaorance, but from wickedness,  He-
zider, in free conntrics, such as Amerier and Froneo, Jews do not
embrace Clristianity =0 much as become indifferenty and only coo-
lesee thronsh marriage or entire neglect of all relizion with the
multitude arouml them, simply because they do not care; not be-
canse they do not delicee.  Indiferenee Lherolore is o far preater
enemy to ns than conversion; and wpon the forer Miss A, has
saiil bt little, whilst she has expressed moro feurs ol tho latter
thun 1 believe warpanted by the facts,

However my sequaintance with late cvents in Turepe is not
snffiiently extetesive to bazarnd wa opinion b cither side; aod T
hope fervently that the Gunrdian of Tzrael who has o long pre-
zerved u2 from ammihilation may farther biess and protect vs, and
pive clectivencss to the earnest labonrs of His servants o spread
& konowledes of His how wmong Hes shoscn people

In eomclosion T will merely siale, that lets events, which some
weak o faith have thonght franght with danger to our national
unity, will surely prove in the ond of the utmest boactit,  Inguiry
will b enlled fortl; mon of gudliness will husten forwand to teach
rnil proclaim alowd the word of God ; the spiriteality of our Bith, as
hias heen done in the present work, will be duly exemplified; love
for onr ohserrances will e greatly increased ; and labonrers of hoth
sexes will mot be wanting to work with nndismayed courage tor
the promotion of the kingdom of Heaven in trotk, Seithiloes: and
hiuility.-—With these {ow and brief cleervnlions 1 surrondor the
work ol iy {ricmd B0 the approfation of our religions commmuonity ;
Iittle doubting Lot What she moy meet with sstficient sucecss to
cunse hor never o regpret the houee she has devotod oo teszk of
all others the most pleasing, of having pubded many to righteops-
ness, aml cansed the drooping =piril o revive in renewed strengih
atel hope in the Author of all the blassings that are ours here amd
im the life evorlasting.

[EAAC LEESER.

) X Tebeth 21, Sk
l'hllldt‘l'l'ﬁhlﬂu t-j:n“ﬂl’; 3| 152,



