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PREFACE.

Tara little volume is a reprint of Sr Wierraw Havintox's
Lectures on Modified Fogie, and of the most valuable
“portions of the famous Port Ropal Logic, translated Ly
T. 8. Baywes,  Tho deaign of the publication is to provide,
in -I:JIEDH:I} and enmvenient 1"|;;|r[|.!J . MMapual or Text-Dools,
on what Hamilton calls * Modified or Concrete Togie,”
but what others have varionsly designated as Applied oo
Pragtieal Taogic. ;
Whatever way be thonght of the propriety of inchading
thy |IHln1rEr[|E:||.t of Rhu]}' within the sclence of Lﬂg’iﬂ,
Lhere can be no dould of its very geeat importance, arul
just as litile doubt of its having Deen sadly neglected.
Those whe have not mastersd the clemonts of formal or
tochmical Logic, as well as those who lave, may derive
immense advantage {rom a careful perusal of these pages.
The merits of 5ir William Hamilten ame so well known,
that it is perhaps unnecessary lhere to say anything in
commendation of that part of the volwe which was

written by bim. Tt may, however, be well to mention,
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that his Legtures on Modified Logic ave here given in
full, withont alteration either of the arvangement or the
text. Fromw the nature of their topics, they fovm a distinet
discusmion 1o themselves, and sufler nothing in being
separated from ihe other lectures in which the eminent
anthor bas so ably treated of the formal laws of thonght.

The other wou's,—the FPord Bogel Logie,—is loss gener-
ally known, but iz regarded by high authorities as one of
the very best of the many books extant on the science of
Togie,  “The treatise,” says Mr. Daynes, “is charactarised
throughont by a vigor of thonght, s vivacity of eriticism,
a freghness and variety of illustration, an honeaty and love
of trath, and withal & human sympathy, which rendered it
o worle not ouly of apecific scientilic value, buk of general
interest and insbroebion, Lugi:: wag thes redeemod from
the contempt into which it had fallen, and placed on a
level with the advancing philosophy of the fime.”

To this may be added the testimony of Baron de Gerando,
s cited Dy AMe Baynes,  Speaking of the poarts which
{-ﬂ]:lm:iﬂ“_i_,r nierik I}n'liiﬂl, hLe sy H,—" Abave all, that heantiful
Disseristion on the Origin of Prejndices, and their in-
fluenee on the vices of veasoning in civil life.  This Disser-
tation, indoed, constitutes, of iteell, an f-nl':;:-e'ly new Logie
—one almost sufficient, and far more loportant than all
the apparatus of the pervipatetic Logic; and it must be
vecorded to the praise of the Port oyal writevs that this

is u part of their work which is peenlimly their own."
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Dugald Btewart, also, in his Diseertation on the Progress
of Philosophy, speaks of the Pt Royed Logic as “a
treatise of which it i hardly possible to estimate the
merits too highly.” And again -—“ No publication cer-
tainly, prior to Loeke's Kssay, can be named, containing so
much good sense and so little nonsense on the science of
Logic; and very fow have siece appeared on the same
subject which cin be justly prefecrad fo 1t in point 6f
practical ntility. I the anthor had lived in the present
age, or had been los fettered by a prudent regand to exist-
ing prejudices, the iteeluical pact would probably have
been roduced within a sl noarrower compsss ; bub even
tliere he hos contrivesl lo subsbitute, for the puerile omd
conlemptible examples of common logicisnsg, several in-
tevesting illvsirations from the physicsl discoveries of his
unmediate predecessors ; and has indulged himgelf in some
short excursions, which cxcite a lively vegret that he bas
not more frequently and {recly given seope to hie originel
reflections.  Among these excurdons, the most valuable,
in my opinion, is Mhe Twentictl Chapter of the Dhird Peart,
which deserves the attention of BVary Iugiur:-al student, as
an important and instruetive supplement to the enumera-
tion of sophisms given by Aristotle”

The Hditor of this compilation hus confined his selections
from the Pori Royel Logic to this “ twentieth chapter,”
which is given entire (with the exception of a few lines),

and to those portions of the Preliminary Disconrse which
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are of general applieation. These selections make a suitable
introduction to the Lectnres of - Hamilton on  MNodifial
Logic, and the two together furnish about the best instene-
tion thai can be had on this important branch of the
peience of Logie.

We live in times vemarkable for the awakening and
emancipation of thought, This is watter of rejoicing ;
lmt freedom of thought lrings egponding dangers and
responsilalities, and we cannot do too much to aid the
inquiring mnltitudes in the proper use of that right of
privale jpudgment of which we ave so justly prond. Works
like: the one heve presentsd may serve to show thal all
intﬂﬂect{ml activity has its laws, the violstion of which
brings invariable and heavy penaliica; may teach ‘us to
bewnre of the immoralition of the intellect ; may pot those
who are trying fo think, in the way of thinking soundly,
by furnishing them with the best rules and eautions known
to the world's great thinkers; and may help us forward to
it “goud time eoming,” when in moral, politieal, and
veligion affairs, men shall procesd with something like the
steadliness, precision, and certainty, which have alvendy
began to mark the purznit of mathemaiien]l and physical

SOLETIOR,

Vicrorla COLLEOE,
Marel Alat, 18T,
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THE PORT-ROYAL LOGIC

CIIATTER T.

PRELIMINARY—IN WHICH THE TFETGN OF THIS NEW LOOL: T8 BET
FibRTL,

TreRE iz nothing more dearable than good senae, and ae
curacy of thought, in diserimineting between truth and
falsehood. All other gualities of mind are of limited use ;
but exactness of judgment iz of general utility in every
part, and in all the employments of life. It is not alone in
the sciences that it 1s Jilficalt Lo distinguish troth from error,
but also in the greater part of those subjects which men
discass in their evory-day aflnira. There are, in relation to
almost everything, different routes—the one trne, the other
false—and it iz rcason which must choose between them.
Those who choose well, are they who have minds well-
regulated ; thoso who choose ill, are those who have minds
ill-reculated : and this is the firat and moest important differ.
ence which we find between tho qualities of men's minds.
Thus the main object of our attention should be, to form
our judgment, and render it as exact as possible ; and to
thig end, the greater part of cur study ought to tend. We
2
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