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X Introbuction.

him in London on November 22 1373, This visit of his to Ialy is of great importance,
as it exercised a marked influence on his writings, and enables us to understand the
development of his genins,

1374, His conduet during this mission to Ialy met with the full approval of the
king, who, on the celebration of the great festival at Windsor on St George's day
(April 23) in 1374, granted our poet a pitcher of wine daily, to be received from the
king's butler, On May 1o of the same year, Chaucer tock a lease of a house in Ald-
gate, for the term of his life, from the Corporation of Londen; but he afterwards gave
it up ta a friend in Oetober, 1386; and it is probable that he had ceased to reside in it
for & vear or more previously, On June 8 1374, he was appointed to the imporiant
office of Comptroller of the Customs and Subsidy of Wools, Skins, and Leather, for
the port of London; and a few days later (June 13) received a life-pension of 10l
from the duke of Lancaster for the good servies rendered by him and his wife Philippa
to the said Duke, 1o his consort, and to his mother the CQueen,  This is the first
mention of Philippa Chaucer as Geeffrey's wife, though a Philippa Chaucer is men-
tioned as onc of the Ladies of the Chamber to Queen Philippa, on Scptember 12,
13056, and subsequently. Tt has been conjectured that Chaucer was nol marricd
till 1374, and that he married a relative, or at least some one bearing the same name
as himself; but this suppesition 15 needless and improbable; there is no reason why
the Philippa Chaucer mentioned in 1306 may not have been already married to the
poet, who was then ot least 26 years of age.

1375, In 1375 his income was increased by teceiving from the Crown (Novem-
ber 8) the costody of the lands and person of one Edmond Staplegate, of Kent, This
he retained for three years, during which he received rogl.; together with some smailer
sums from another source.

1376, On July 12, 1376, the king granted Chaucer the sum of 717 45 64, Being the
value of a finc pad by ene John Kent for shipping wool without paying the duty
thereon,  Towards the end of this year, 5ir John Byrey and Geoffrey Chaucer were
employed wpon some secret service, for which the Jatter received 64 132 44,

1377, In February, 1377, Chaucer was employed on a secret mission to Flanders,
and received for it in all, the sum of sof.  In April he was sent to France, to treat
for peace with king Charles V.; for this service he received, in all, the sum of
484 137 44, On June 21, king Edward 171, died, and was succeeded by his grandson,
Richard 1L

1378. In January, Chaucer seems to have been employed in France. Soon after-
wards, he was again sent to Italy, from May 28 to September 1g, being employed on
a mission to Lombardy, to treat with Bernabe Visconti, duke of Milan; to whose
death (in 1385) the poet alludes in his Monkes Tale {1l. 3585-3596), where he describes
him as—

"Of Melan grote Barnabo Viscounte,
Godd of delyt, and scourge of Lumbardye,

Before leaving England on this husiness, Chapcer appointed his friend John Gower,
the poet, as one of his agents 1o represent him in his absence.

1380, By deed of May 1, 1380, one Ceeilia Chaumpayne released Chaucer from a
charge which she had brought against him, *de raptu meo. We have no means of
ascertaining either the nature of the charge, or the circumstances of the case.

1382. We have seen that Chaucer had been appointed Comptroller of the Wool



