ELEMENTARY

COMPOSITION
AND RHETORIC



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649570263

Elementary Composition and Rhetoric by William Edward Mead

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM EDWARD MEAD

ELEMENTARY

COMPOSITION
AND RHETORIC

ﬁTrieste






) Bl

& e

ELEMENTARY

COMPOSITION anp RHETORIC.

/
Iy

WILLIAM EDWARD _h;._EAD, Pu.D. (Leipsicl,

PROFESS50R. OF THE EMCLISH LANGUAGE IN WESLEYAN

UUMIVERSITY.

LEACH, SHEWELL, & SANBORN,

BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO,

64

o o



Copryright, 18y, by

Wit Enwane MeEan.

- at
A WL
Ariniic 2=
"k |
" e
R R T
L
o age
L
.‘ h‘. .
B 1 [ &) 0
PP e~ AP
- " T tmw

PRESS OF SAMUEL USHER,
BOSTON, MASS,

A — ———— = om




.

Lo Ay

W“‘t ...."E Len

PREFACE.

Tuis book is an cutgrowth of several years of experience in
teaching English composition o secondary schools and in col-
lege, and it contains nothing that has not stoed the test of
actual trial. It does not profess to be a puide to English criti-
cism, but aims rather fo give Drief practical suggestions to
young writers.!

What should be mgst emphasized in a text-book on English
composition iz a question of much difficulty. My chief concern
has been to discover what could be omitted rather than what
could be included. The aim of the teacher of composition
should be to bring his students into such an attitude of ming
that a sulbject may be 1o them a genuvine question 1o be answered,
and not a mere occasion for combining words into semtences
without regard te the thought, 1 have, therefore, laid especial
emphazis on the choice and treatment of themes. 1f a writer
can form the habit of choosing one sharply defined topic and
of telling exactly what he thinks, the imperfect details of his
composition can be corrected by reading and practice. T need
scarcely remark that no book of instructions will make a
finished writer. Only constant practice and merciless criticism
by the writer himself can yield the desired result. My purpose
is, therefore, rather to develop a few general principles than to
prescribe definite rulea.

As far as possible the study of composition should be combined
with the study of literature. Familiarity with the best models

1 Tn using 1he book scme teachers may prefer to begin at once with the chaplers on
tha Theme and the Flan, agd then to toke up the chapters on Words, Sentences,

Paragraphs.
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of English prose will supply what even the best text-books must
fall to give — a standard by which to test one's own writing, [
have, therefore, added numerous topics for investigation and
composition, based upon representative English and American
classics. Some of the sugpested topics are obviously too diffi-
cult for any except advanced atedents, but care has been taken
in each case to include one of more topics suited to any one who
is able to vead the books with latelllgence.

1o conclusion, it is & pleasure to thank my eolleagues, Professor
C. T. Winchester and Mr., F. W. Nicolson, who read most of
the proof and made several valuable suggestions.

Az for mare general obligations, I any unable to decide to
whom [ am most indebted. For the special form, however,
which the book has taken, as well as for most of the sentences
guoted without specific references, I owe most to my classes in
rhetoric and composition.

W. E. M.

WeEsLEYAN UNIVERSITY,
MmoLeTows, Cr., Mancy, rlgq.
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