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ACTS, 1907 — CHAP. 550.

A¥ ACT RELATIVE TO THE CONBTRUCTION, ALTERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF BUILDINGS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON,

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: '

SEcTion 1. There shall be in the city of Boston a department to be
called the building department, which shall be under the ch of the
building commissioner. The commissioner, who shall have at least
five years' experience as an architeet, a builder, or a civil engineer, shall
be appointed by the mayor, for a term of five years. He shall receive
guch salary as shall be fixed by the city council, with the approval of the
mayor.

The present officers and employees of the building department, except
the board of apﬁe-nl, shall hofd their several offices and positions until
removed or discharged according to law.

The commigsioner may, with the approval of the mayor, appoint such
number of inspectors, employees, and assistants as the city council shall,
from time to time, determine. No person shall be appointed as inspector
of construction who has not had at least five years' experience as a
builder, civil engineer, or architect, or as a superintendent or foreman or
a competent mechanic in charge of construction.

The commissioner may appoint as his deputy an inspector in the de-
partment who shall, during thp:a.baence or disability of the commissioner,
exercise all the powers of the commissioner. No officer connected with
the department shall engage in any other business or be interested in the
doing of work or the furnishing of material for the construetion, repair
or maintenance of any building, or in the making of plans or of specifi-
cations therefor, unless he is the owner of the building or a member of
the board of appeal.

The clerk o}) the department shall, under the direction of the commis-
sioner, keep a record of the business of the department, and the commis-~
sioner ahﬁraul:rmit to the mayor a yearly report of such business. The
records of the department shall be open to public inspection. The com-

800296



" Acls of 1907, Chapter 660,

missioner may require plans and specifications of any proposed structure
or for the alteration of any structure or building to be filed with him,
duplicates of which, when approved by the commissioner, shall be ke
at the building during the progress of the work. Buch duplicates shall
open to the inspection of any ingpector in said department.

The commissioner shall grant permits for the construction, alteration,
removal or tearing down of buildings or structures, and for plumbing,
gas fitting, and &e setting and maintenance of steam boilers and
furllln]c&e when applications for the same are made and filed in conformity
with law.

All permits issued by the commissioner shall be on printed forms
approved by him,

If the commissioner finda that the terms of a permit are being violated,
he may, after notice mailed to the person to whom the permit was issued,
order the whole or an part of the work, which is being done under the
permit, to be stoppec{ and such work shall not be resumed until the
terms of the permit have been complied with.

All applieations for permits under the provisions of this act shall be in
writing, on forms furnished by the department. The commissioner ma
require the material facts set forth in the same to be verified hy the oat.ﬁ
of the applicant; he may aleo require, in his discretion, a survey of a
lot on which any proposed building is to be erected to be filed with the
application, Every application shall state the name and address of the
owWner.

Secr. 2. The commissioner, or one of his inspectors, shall examine
a8 often as is practicable every building in the eourse of construction or
alteration, atlg shall make a record of all violations of this act and of all
other matters relative thereto, The publication of such records with the
congent of the commissioner shall be privileged.

Secr. 8. The commissioner, or one of his inspectors, shall examine
any building reported as dangerous or damaged, and shall make a record
of such examination, stating the nature and estimated amount of the
damage, and the bl:lmw for which the building was used, and in case
of fire the probable origin thereof; and shall examine all buildings in
reapect to which applications have been made for permits to raise, en-
large, alter, or repair, and shall make a record of every such examination.

Smcr. 4. ‘The commissioner, or ore of his inspectors, shall inspect
every building or other structure or anything attached to or connected
therewith which he has reason to believe iz unsafe or dan us to life,
limb, or adjoining buildings, and if he finds it unsafe or dangerous, he
shall forthwith in writing notify the owner, agent, or any person having
an interest therein, to secure the same, and shall affix in a conspicucus
place upon its external walls a notice of its dangerous condition. The
notice shall not be removed or defaced without his consent.

The commissioner may with the written approval of the mayor order
any huilding which in his opinion is unsafe to Ee vacated forthwith.

HeeT. 5. The person notified as provided in the preceding section
shall secure or remove said building, structure, attachment or connection
forthwith. [ the public safety so requires, the commissioner, with the
approval of the mayor, may at once enter the building or other structure,
the land on which it stands or the abutting land or guﬂdings, with such
assistance as he may require, and secure the same, and may erect such
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protection for the publie by proper fence or otherwise as may be neces-
sary, and for this purpose may elose & public highway.

SEecT. 6. There shall be in said department a board to be called the
board of appeal. Said board shall consist of five members appointed by
the mayor in the following manner: One member from two candidates,
one to be nominated by tﬁe Real Estate Exchange and Auction Board
and one by the Massachusetts Real Estate Exchange; one member from
two candidates, one to be nominated by the Boston Scelety of Architects
and one by the Boston Society of Civil Engineers; one member from two
candidates, one to be nominated by the Master Builders Association and
one by the Contractors and Builders Association; one member from two
candidates to be nominated by the Building Trades Council of the
Boston Central Labor Union; and one member selected by.the mayor.
These appointments shall be subject to confirmation by the board of
aldermen. The appointments first made shall be for the terms of one,
two, three, four, and five years, realpecti\reiy, 80 that the term of one
member shall expire each year. Al aubaeqbu:nt appointments shall be
for the term of five vears. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner
in which original appointments are made. Each member of said board
shall be paid ten dollars per day for actual service but not more than one
thousand dollars in any one year. No member shall act in any case in
which he ia interested, and in case any member is so disqualified, the
remaining members shall designate a substitute.

-7 All the members of said board shall be residents of or engaged in busi-
ness in Boston,

Every decision of the board shall be in writing and shall require the
assent of at least three members.

Sect. 7. An applicant for a permit whose application has been
refused may appeal therefrom within ninety days. A person who has
been ordered by the commissioner to incur any expense may within ten
days after being notified of such order appeal therefrom by giving to the
pommissioner notice in writing of his appeal. Such notice or a certified
copy thereof shall at once be transmitted by the commissioner to the
board of appesl. After notice given to such parties as the board shall
order, & hearing shall be had, and the board shall affirm, annul, or modify
said refusal or order. The board may vary the provisions of this act in

ific cases which appear to them not to have been contemplated by
this act although covered by it, or in cases where manifest injustice is
done, provided that the decision of the board in such a case shall be
unanimous and shall not confliet with the apirit of any provision of this
aot.
The decision shall specify the variations allowed and the ressons there-
for, and shall be filed in the office of the commissioner within ten days
after the hearing. dA eert;iﬁ;d cop:,'r; ]ahlal] be mﬁnt b m?él orfotlll::ermso
to the applicant and a ¢ ept publicly in the office of the com-
miasion:)rpfur two mehsolggeregﬁgtr Ii tl‘rgurder or refusal of the com-
missioner is affirmed, such order or refusal shall have full force and effect.
If the order or refusal iz modified or annulled, the commissioner ghall
issue & permit in accordance with such decision.

The provisions of this section shall aiso apply to any similar action or
order of the commissioner of wires, under the provisions of chapter two
‘hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
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ninety-eight, or of any amendment thereof or addition thereto, except
that in respect thereto the words ¥ eommisioners of wires '’ shall be aul
stituted for the word ' commissioner.”

Secr. 8. Methods of construction or maintenance equivalent to
those required by the provisions of this act may be allowed with the
written consent of the commiesioner and the board of appeal specifying
the same. A record of the required and the equivalent method allowed
shall be kept in the office.of the commissioner,

It shall be the duty of the board of appeal to submit to the mayor on
or before the first day of February in each year a report giving & surm-
mary of sll decisions of the board, together with such recommendations
for revision of the law as may seem to them advisable. The commis-
sioner shall cause the report to be printed as a separate document for
public distribution.

Any requirement necessary for the strength or stability of any pro-
posed structure or for the safety of the ocecupants thereof, not specifically
covered by this aet, shall be determined by the commissioner, subject to

appeal.

Secr. 9. The building limits of the eity of Boston as they now exist
shall continue until changed by ordinance, and the city council may by
ordinance from time to time extend and define said building limits, and
may establish other limits in any part of the city within which every
building built after the establishment thereof shall be of the first or
second class. This restriction shall not apply to wharves, nor to build-
ings not exceeding twenty-zeven feet in height on wharves, nor to market
sheds or market buildings not exceeding such height, nor to elevators for

.the storage of coal or grain, if the external parts of such buildinge,
elevators, or otber structures are covered with slate, tile, metal, or other
equally fireproof material, and the mode of conetruetion and the loeation
thereof are approved by the commissioner. Temporary structures to
facilitate the prosecution of any aunthorized work may be erected under
sueh eonditions as the commissioner may preseribe,

Secr, 10. The provisions of this act shall not apply te bridges, quays,
or wharves, nor to buildings on land ceded to the United States or
owned and occupied by the Commonwealth, nor to the Suffolk County
court house, jsil, or house of eorrection, nor to railroad stations, nor to
go:table school buildings erected and maintained by the schoolhouse

epartment, nor to voting booths erected and maintained by the board
of election commissioners.

Except as otherwise pmvidai:ly law, the provisions of this act ghall
not be held to deprive the board of health, the police commissioner,
the board of street commissioners, the board of park commissioners, the
board of examiners of gas fitters, the commissioner of wires, or the fire
commissioner of the city of Boston of any power or authority which they
have at the date of the passage of this act, or of the remedies for the
enforcement of the orders of said boards or officers; unless such powers,
authorities, or remedies are inconsistent with the provisions of this act;
nor to repeal any existing law, not herein expressly repealed, except so
far as it may be inconsistent with the provisions of this act.
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LallBios ¥ i .
DEFINITIONS. i :
Sect. 11. In this act the following terms shall have THO Tmewrimgs- . :

respectively aasigned to them:—

First class building:— A first clase building shall consist of fireproof
material throughout, with floors constructed of iron, steel or reinforced
concrete beams, filled in between with terra-cotta or other masonry
arches or with conerete or reinforced concrete slabs; wood may be used
only for under and upper floors, windows and door frames, sashes, doors,
interior finigh, hand rails for stairs, necessary sleepers bedded in the
cement, and for isolatéd furrings bedded in mortar. There shall be no
air space between the top of any floor arches and the floor boarding,

Second class building: — All buildings not of the first class, the ex-
ternal and party walls of which are of brick, stone, iron, steel, concrete,
reinforved concrete, concrete blocks, or other equally substantial and
fireproof material.

Third class building: — A wooden frame building.

Composite building: — A building, partly of second class and partly
of third class construction,

Foundation: — That part of & wall below the level of the street curb,
or, if & wall is not on a street, that part of the wall below the level of the
highest ground next to the wall, or, if so construed by the commissioner,
that part of a party or partition wall below the cellar floor,

Height of a building: — The vertical distance of the highest point of
the roof above the mean grade of the curbs of all the streets upon which
it abuts, and if it: does not abut on a street, above the mean grade of the
ground adjoining the building. :

Party wall:— A wall that separates two or more buildings, and is
used or adapted for the use of more than one building.

Partition wall; — An interior wall of masonry in a building.

Thickness of wall: — The minimum thickness of such wall.

Story of a building: — That part of a building between the top of any
floor beams and the top of the floor or roof beams next above.

Basement: — That story of a building not more than forty per cent
of which is below the grade of the street.

Cellar: — That part of a building more than forty per cent of which is
below the grade of the street, and in third elass buildings that part of
the building which is below the sills.

Gas fitting shall mean the work of putting together any fittings, pi
or fixtures or other appliances which are to contain gas for heat, Ilgr:.
or power purposes and will be eubject to ingpection under existing laws,

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL BUILDINGS.

Smer. 12, No building, structure or foundation shall be eonstructed
or altered without s permit, and such work shall be done in accordance
with drawings bearing the approval of the commissioner,

Every structure in process of construction, alteration, repair or re-
moval, and every neighboring structure or portion thereof affected by
such process or by any excavation, shall be sufficiently supported durihg
such process,



