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PREFACE.

MORE than sizfy years have gassed since the
writer of the accompanying “ Early Recollections®
Sirst made ki acguainfance with mewspaper e
This is a long vista fo look back wpen, and yet the
impressions of youlh rvemain vividly om his memory
as if they had been of yesterday. Not many of his
confemporaries are now in the land of the Wving,
and few ftheve be who cam personally know of
the emgrmons changes that have loken place in Fhe
newspaper press of Scotland within fhe last six
decades,  In the following chaplers the writer has
endeavoured to prue ks recollections of the press ax
it fourisked in the earlier years of the century, and
af the more prominent incidents thal came under kis
observalion ai a jowrnalist in fmes so for removed
From the present. It will be noticed that ke closes
Ay ¥ Recollections® just af the period when the
Scottish press enlered on dfs modern career with a
vigour and abifity that have placed if in the very
vanguard of journallstic enferdrise.  WR that
advent ceased Kis commection with the mugiropolitan
Press.  Flis subsequent years Rave been passed in
the comparatively guict amd wmevenifid vocation of



vi.

a coumfry fournalist, where local politics and the
chronicling of willage life hardly furrish pabulum
of sufficient importance to make them malier for
Peérmanent Preservation in any olker form than in
the files of the counfry newspaper. He fs, kowever,
hopeful that o the members of he Jowrnalistic
Profersion, and, & maybe, lo the gensral public,
these unpretending records of the past will nof
prove altogether umworthy of thelr pevusal

D. CROAL.

* Haddingtonshire Courier, November régf
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