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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR.

TaAT Mography which deseribes the livea of such as have
stendily directed their course through this world to a better,
in piety towsrd God and goodness of heart and life among
men, §e6ms, in A0 especial manner, to claim ounr serious and
attentive perusal. Bome of these good men, from a view of
being belpful and serviceuble to mankind, when they shall
be no more in this atate of mutability, have left behind them
lively monuments of their experlence of the work of eaneti-
ficatitn and saving grace in them; reciting not only the oc-
earrences of their lives, but the motives of their actions, and
the offeet of thoss occurrenoes on the state of their minds;
unfolding the gradual operstion of the grice of God, for their
redemption from evil, and showing forth the froita of the
Bpirit, out of a good conversation. Herein eaving, as it were,
the printa of their footstepa to leating felieity, for their sur-
¥ivors to trace the path to the Yike gloricus inheritance.

Of this kind of biography wo have had several tracts pub-
lished in our Bociety; and heving perused them with much
satisfhction and advantage, and been thereby animated to an
ardent desire of treading the same path to blessedness, I am
induced the more veadily to forward the publication of the
following sheets, and to recommend them to the solid atten-
tion of my friends, particnlarly to the yonth of this penera-
tion. Reading and study, as well aa every other oceupation
of our lives, are moat properly and profitably emploved in the
purenit and aequisition of those virtuous dispositions, where-
by we may please onr Maker, 611 up our stationa in life with






PREFACE. Vil

sonnets, and the like, will ba avery invalid plea for any other
purpose than their condempostion, who are taken and de-
lighted therewith, at the revelation of the rghteons judgment
of God."—William Penn's ¥po Cross No Orewn, chap. 15, sec-
tion 7. None, I believe, are better or wiser for the hours they
pass in perusing such prodoctions. The greater part, heing
the invention of corenpt minds, have & very corrupting influ-
ence. And those which appesr moat plansible, are too gene-
rally formed to fill the head with romantic idess and airy
imaginations; to fatter our pride, infuse & taste for sensual
pleasures, nourish our propepaity to worldly grandeur, and
the desire of great posseasions, and to bring the mind into a
diseipated atate; opernting in a direction opposite to the grace
of God, which bringeth salvation, and leacheth us to deny all
ungodliness pud worldly Iusts; and to live soberly, righteonsly,
and godly in this present world.

For these reasons I am induced to cast in my mite to this
epneern of the Bociety I am eonpected with in religious fal-
lowship, for the preservation of their membem from these
hurtful porenita; desiring they may receive the word of ax-
hortation to refrain ffom unprofitable or prejudicial composi-
tinns, as well s te perise with sctiomsnes: eoch as tend to
impreas the mind with religions considerations, and influence
it to the practice of plety and virtoe.

I hawa reason to believe it was a practice with the anthor
of the eneming peges, to take frequent reviews of bia life,
keeping an aecount thereof, in order to take & more minute
retrospection, and to form & more preecies judgment how he
was prepared and preparing for the finel account; a pro-
fitable, rational and relizious exercise, which it might be
advantageons for sll to cioploy themselves in, every day of
their livea. At three different periods be cornmenced o review
of the whole, I imagine, with a more extensive view; but
had proveeded only a little way in the last, when he was
removed from thia life, I huave traced the last as far as it was
carried forward, and the second to the end; and from that
period, having eollected what authentic memarials I could,



