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PREFACE.

Nor long ago, a new and extraordinary theory was
set up for the trentment and cure of diseases, and,
at the same time, it is to be feared, to alienate the
confidence of the public from the regular practice
of medicine ; but (g8 might have been expected)
it has signally failed to do either, and is faet fall-
ing into disrepute and desuetmde.

What defoct in the regular practice could have
given rise to the latter attempt, it 18 not easy to
say,—certainly not & dimination of its effieacy, as
in this respect the regular practice has been in
the ascendant for many years past, and is still
rapidly advancing. ,

If the ground of the attempt be,—that the prac-
tice of medicine i not an exact science, leaving us
to grope cur way amongst diseases, withont any
fixed rules to ensure the snccess of our remedies,—
we at onoe plead guilty to the charge. The prae-
tice of medicine is not and cannot, humanly spesk-
ing, be an exact science, becsnse W e westing o
those very elements that cen dons mike W woew.
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It has few pelf-evident truths, and scarcely any
certainties either objective or subjective.

It cannot indicate with precision what a remedy
hes to perform, and snbseguently demonstrate
that it has folfilled the indication with the same
phyeical accuracy thab & mechanic can peint out
the defect of a machine, and eubsequently de-

_ monstrate ita repair.

The reparative operations that are required, and
that take place in disordared conditions of the ani-
mal stracture, are visible only to the Omniscience
that creafed it, and are not within the range
of human chservation. Nevertheless, the Divine
Head of our profession has given us & great
variety of important remedies for the care or suc-
ceasful treatment of muny diseases, and such a
kmowledge of their properties as to enable os to
confer an immense amount of benefit opon the af-
flicted ; and thus the practice of medicine has be-
come, if not an exact, a practical science of great
value, which has the power of comferring more
personal benefit upon. mankind then sny other
scienca whatever.

I will now proceed to enumerate practically some
of the disenses which may be cured, or brought to
a favonrable termination by the remedies of legiti-
mate medicine. It cannot be expected of me to
assert that each remedy will be always found sue-
cesaful in casea apparenfly wimilar, and for this

*M resson,—that from the wneertein Tesuits '
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which must necessarily take place in morbid or
disordered structure, it {8 not possible fo make an
accurate comparison of diseases apparently similar;
and henece, a diseass which might appear to be like
one that bas been cured by a given remedy, may
be, in some important respects, so dissimilar as not
to come within the range of the same therapeuntic;
but when a disease has been repeatedly bronght to
a favourabla termination by the ssme remedy, that
remedy ought to be prescribed in apparently simi-
lar cases, notwithstanding ita liability to failure.
The eymptoms of the disesaes are sketched with
great brevity; the cases are recorded from those
under my own cheervation, and their results stated
with & strict regard to truth. The names of the
pharmacentical preparations are in accordance with
those of the British Pharmacopmin: the directions
are written in Latin, according to long custom.

Southamptan, Mareh 41k, 1865,



