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LORD BURGHLEY'S MAP OF LANCASHIRE, 1590

IN the Record Office, Dom. Eliz., vol. ccxxxv, No. g, 1590, is a large
coloured map oo vellum of the county of Lancaster, showing churches
and chapels, with the principal seats of the geotry and their names. It was
oo doubt drawn up for the Privy Council to assist in tightening its grip, and
thus to enable the government to bring extra pressure upon the great (and-
owners to conform to the new doctrines, for it was found that notwithstand«
ing the sanguinary natore of the penal laws passed to stamp out all vestiges
of the ancient faith, the vast m Ly of the gentry and pao]ﬂe in Lanca-
shire was completely out of sympathy with the religion established by the
Queen’s pgovernment. Indeed, it bas been con tly asserted that the
adherents to the ancient faith of the fatherland were more pumerous in
Lancashire atthis period than they were at the commencement of Elizabeth's
reign, Even the magistrates and law officers of the county were repea
reported to the Council as being mostly temporizers in religion or otherwise
recusants, In ‘' A Summarie Information of the State of Lancashire,’’ ex-
hibited by the Lord Bishop of Chester in this very year, Dom. Eliz., vol,
ccxxxv, No, 68, Isgo, it is declared that {1) '' the nomber of the recusanta
is great, and dothe dailie increase. (2) There maie be seen usuallie every
Sanday and hnlieda{. as hathe also very lately beene confessed, as many

aog_l: repayre to place suspected in Religion as to the Parishe Church.
'] Pap{a':a every where are growen so confident, that they contempne
agistrats and their authorytie, as maie appere by the late outrage shewed
towards the Bishop and his officers at Wigan, as allso by the lewde rebel-
lious speeches and usage of the prysoners in the feete at Manchester,”
The Bishop concludes, ' The people in moost partes of the countie
meanes hereoft, as also throughe the great securytie weh they have gathere
of late by the remysse execution of the penalties imposed upon divers by the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, doe slide backe from all duetyfull chedyence
to the utter contempt and neglect of Religion and the religious service of
God.”" This report is confirmed by *‘ A Vewe of y* State of y* Countie
Palatine of Lancaster, bothe for Religion and Civill government,”’ Dome,
£ifz., vol. ccxxxv, No. 4, 1590, wherein is ciccumstantially descibed the
position and character of the magistrates, knights, esquires, gentry, and
their wives and families, widows and gentlewomen, the various shes
with their incumbents and number of communicanls, the recusants indicted,
and the law officers of the county. Unfortunately this particular document
oaly covers the Hundred of West Derby, but there are numercus other
reports uud.iEg to show that the oorthem parts of the county were even
more sed to the State religion which the rmment of Elizabeth
sought by the most unjustifiable and eavage methods to impose upon the

country.
?I’l the British Museum, C. R, Library, 18 [}. 111, is an ostensible

on paper of the original \re{'lunl map, with additions, omissions and vari-
ances in the names of estate owners, specially Wﬁm’eﬂ for the private use
of Elizabeth’'s unscrupulous w:rem'i' of state, William Cecil, Lord Burgh-
ley. To many of these names hia lordship kas placed a +, an ominous
mark against those gentlemen whe, in his opinion, required extra coercion.
It is now bound up with a large collection of maps, mostly composed of the
series of Saxton’s Counties of England and Wales, on the backs of which
Lord Burghig has had engrossed the names of the justices of peace in each
county, with the dates and places of their being swom in, who wese speci-



