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PREFACE.

o

THE following pages will explain themselves, Their
object is to set before the reader a brief but intel-
ligible account of the books of Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Esther, and a history of the times to which
they belong. An endeavour has been made to
omit nothing that calls for comment or explan-
_ ation, and thus to present the Biblical student
with a work that, while serving the purposes of
a commentary, forms a continuous narrative, and
is of manageable size. Its distinguishing peculiarity
is the use made in it of recent monumental dis-
coveries, more especially of the inscriptions of
Cyrus; and the scholar will notice one or two
illustrations of Holy Writ that are here given for
the first time.

Those who wish for more detailed information
regarding the newly-found records of the past, and
the testimony they bear to the truth of the Old
Testament Scriptures, may refer to the volumes
entitled *Fresh Light from the Ancient Monu-
ments,” * Assyria: its Princes, Priests and People,’ and
* The Hittites ; or, the Story of a Forgotten Empire,’
published by the Religious Tract Society.
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CHAPTER 1.
THE RETURN FROM THE CAPTIVITY.

THE prophets had predicted that the Jews should
remain captive in Babylonia for seventy years, Nebu-
chadnezzar had followed the policy of the Assyrian
kings in transporting conquered peoples, or at all
events the upper classes among them, from their
native homes. Thus the Israelitish inhabitants of
Samaria had been carried to the banks of the Khabur
and to the cities of Media, while their places were
supplied by captives from Babylonia and Susiania,
It was supposed that a conquered nation was in this
way rendered harmless, and deprived of the oppor-
tunity to revolt. Torn from its old homes, and
transplanted among an alien population, it had
neither the motives nor the means to rebel.

This policy succeeded wherever the captive race
had the inclination and the time to become absorbed
into the people among whom it was settled. But
when the captives refused to amalgamate with the
stranger, and preserved a bitter memory of their
conquest and enslaved condition, the policy was a
most dangerous one, It was inevitable that the
exiles would be continually on the look-out for
deliverance and restoration, and might intrigue suc-
cessfully at a critical moment with a foreign invader.



