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ANT} ARGUMENT OF THE FOEMSE.

I. Tee Aspvorion oF Eanewa,

Tioman and the Grey Man of Luachair had been alain by
Fiwnn. Their sons, Avdh Rinn and Conan, had made peace
with Fionn and joined his Fians. [Fionn distrusted such
reconcilintions ; and in this story he appears to contrive the
death of Aodh and Conar.] Acdh had retired to live in his
strongheld. His daughter Bargns alons bor bim company.
He loved her dearly ; and lest be should have to part with
her, he proclaimed his resolve bo kitl any hero who shoald
sek her of him to wife. His special vanity was to pride
himself ar fidelity to hia vows. The wife of Conan died,
and Fionn took the opportunity of sdvising Conan to marry
Eargna [expecting his death or Aodh's to be the result of
the guit]. Conan went woeoing, ond brought with him a
ptrong armed foree supplisd by Fionon. It hoppened that
Avdh just then was away from home. Conan carried off
the girl and mads her bis wife, Aodh, returning, declared
himself estisfied with the maleh, There had been no suit.
His vow thersfore remained intact, and Fionn's design was
frustrated, Aodh returned to the Piana, and took cccasion
in Pionn’s presooce to bozst of hiz unbroken vows, Fionn
understood the cause of the boast, and turned it to adven-
toge. s replied by taunting Acdh with having aliowed
the abduction of his daughter, and having neglected to
punith the offender. ‘The truth of the taunt was undeniable,
Aodh in his anger could only eay that he would kill Conan.
Fionn desired no mere faud, but an instant duel. He there-
fore beaought Acdh to be satiafied with lawful compensation
for the wrong, Meanwhile Conan hod lost his bride. She
was taken from him by Oieln eon of Fieon. Mad with
jealousy, he was not likely (o pay compenmation for & stolen
wife, He refused to pay; and Acdh's ouly alternative waa
a challenge to combat. The due! resulted in the death of
both heres. Those who allowed the guarrel to take place
arg denounced by the poet, who has in miud no doubt the
part played by Fiono. 1t {s w story deveted to the durk side
of Finnn's character,
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Frosx's Fomay 1o Taza, ; : ; :

At n fesst whish Fionm and bis friends sltended in Tace,
Corppe the king, keving drunk deep, chalinged Fionn to
& duel. Fionm put saide the chillenge, reminding the king
of his ill aucvess in former gquarrels,  Cormac roterted with
the victory of his fntber over Fionn's father, Thix opening
of the old wound provoked o hitter discussion, which would
have ended in blows, had not Cisthruaidh the musician
interpossd with his chant. Fioon and Cormac parted 1o
prepare for wer. Fionn made an allfance with Aonghua
the god of Brugh, e then raided the lunds of Tara and
carried off Cormae's cattle—the ususl form of o challenge
to war. Cormac came in pursuit. Aonghue alone tended
the prey, leaving the Fiana free to face the king. They
defeated Cormae, and captured his son Cairbeas, refusing to
release Coirbre until the kg should *¢ go under the fork of
the caldron.” But lest the story sheuld represent the
king of Ireland as sebject to Fioun, it mekes Fiona mag-
aanimour enongh to go himeell under the furk at the same
time,

Tar Bowaw-Trze or CLoNFERT,

Gull, having gone to wer with Fioan, retives inte South
Counecht, his own country, and keeps guard on the forde of
the Hhannon.  Fionn reachee the river by night, snd hears
the miphty sound of Gull's snoriog, for, ¥ tut with many
watches, Goll hod at length fallen asleep. Crossing the
rivar aloms, Flonn comes np to his sleeping enemy and
ptands over him with drawn sword, Goll awakes sod
greeph hig spear.  Fioun calmly reminds him: * Long since
I might have cut off thy head,"’ and tells him to prepams for
hattla. At this moment, & large hody of Goll'a forces take
their stand Yetween Fionn and the viver. Tt iz Fionn now
who is at the mercy of his enamy ; but Goll repays the debt
by escorting Fionn safely back to his army. Theo the
battls beging, and in the end Goll is forced to vetreat. He
makes & stout defence, and deaws off in good order.

Tue Barriz or Onowwmmdmy, . . . v

The story of the previous lay retold. This is o later
vergion. Fionn hag to arm Golt for the combat, Goll
being evidently ssen ea & mail-glad knight of the Norman
pariod. Except for the sleeping episode, which takes & new
form, the tuie consiste mainly of a list of the divisions of
the Fiasa and their fortunes in the battle, Goll inflicts
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tarrible loss ¢n them all und suffers nooe, but is Dever-
thelesn driven from the Held. The topography is o less
lacking in verisimilitude. Fionn attacks Goll from the
south, and drives him across the Shannon, apparentiy as
far as *‘Doves,”" now a village in Tipperary.

Ter Barmmwe or Oim's Hean, .

Diein laments his better days, end tells of the hidden
treasuren of the Fiana. The occamion is the washing of
hiz head by & woman, possibly a traditional rite of pagan
pignificence. The poet setn it in contrust to haptism.

Tue Fray a1 Loce Lo, ; ” . .

A conflict between some of the Fiana and some of
Cormac’s people. The Fiana are victorious. The chuse
in nfterwards referred to Cormac’s judges, who decide in
favour of the Fiana,

Caoixe’s Miscerer-Marma, . "

Fionn is with Cormace at Tarn, whers he 18 apporently
heid as a hostege. Cagilte keeps up & sort of freakish
warfars in the country, setting locse talves and horses,
burning mills end lilns, &¢. Then he eobers Tara,
whers he disguires himsc)f me o candla-berser to the
king, and sgputinwes the serles of vexatious pranke
indogrs. HNext day he anks Oormse to Ax & ransom
for Fionn, whoes relenss wae dowbtless the object
of the previous performances. Cormac thinks that so
clover & chempion should get an appropriste task, and
the ronsom claimed i3 one or & pair of various kinds of
wild beast or bind. Cacilte, the swift-footed, succends in
performing the task, The lirt of animals is moch amaller
here than in the Dean of Lismore’s version.

Tee Crawe-Bag, ' .

Axife daughter of Dealbhacth 2 divinity) was changed
into & crune by her jeslous rival Iuchra. The crane
lived and died in the housshold of Manannen: and by
him its skin was mads into & magic bag, of whish the
contents wers wizible only at high water. The poem,
which is incomplets, goes on to name the owners of this
treasure in succession to Manannan, The Crane-bag is
mentivaed in the Maegsifmartfic, but the special interest
attnching to it s obscure,
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Gorr's MALEDICTION, Z 2 i . .

Gall, at bin last stond, leaves his curse on the House
of Booisgne.

Gorn's Partmvg wite s Wirg, ;

Qull is driven to bay on & rocky promontory of the
aga, His wife wlonme etays by him, Without hope of
epcape fromn death, he odvises her o go beck to the
Finne, and take angther hushand. 8he refuses to leave
him. He complains that he is overoms not by valour
but by hunger and thirst. She counsels him to eat the
flesh of his dead assailante, pnd to drink the milk of her
brageta; but his pezsa forkid him te obey the advice of &
WORIAT,

Tre Emprer or Fionw, | i . 1 .

A partin]l geneslogy of the houes of Baoisgne.
Fionn's pedigree hire (son of Cumhal', mm of Fergus
Luaithfhionn called olso Bacisgne, son of Trenmor, other-
wise ralled Fiono Fil! fn guite different frem cach
of the pedigrees eited from Mac Fir-Bhisigh in the
Introduction te this volwmwe, The deplication of Fioun
mey arise from en effort to harmonize two chrone-

logies,

Tre Hovssgotp o AnmmEs, . ; : ;

An secount of the grent house of Alwha, svwounting
to little more than an inventory ef ite chief tressuree
snd & list of the leaders of the Fiana.

Toe Heapruss Puanross, . .

Fiacha, king of Musnster, holdas assembly at Loch
Goir. In the hoves-racing, the druid THI Mac Do Chreg
wing the three chiof prizes with his Black horse. Fiachs
buye the horse and prosents it to Fionn. Three daya
later, Fionn takes lenve of Fiacha. Cacilte and Oisin
go with him; and ha tries tho spaed of his new horse
pguingt their horess. After a long ride through the
mountaine of West Muaster, they reach & lomely walley
in the evening. Here they find a house wherd no houss
stooul before, Cpon their approach, the howssholder, &
gritly Churl, weleomee them. They enter. The Churl
calle on his howsshold te eing for the guests. Nine
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