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PREFACE.

The following discoursea are oot 3 comnected sories, thongh all
of thern aim at the mme prineiple.  As they touch apon subjects of
agitnting Interest, and have occasioned sevoce strictares, it is thooght
‘st to give tham to the poblic in their originul form.  The acthor hasa
high sateem for muny who diﬂ)'er-fmmlﬁm reapecting the most Christisn.
way of treating certain mbjects tonding o alkenations in charch and
state, especially mosonry snd slevery,  Bul it is hopad that we all have
in view the sume good object ; let us then spesk oot oor views
freely and in love. Now that the exeitement of the moment i
gver, if, on reading and ealmly pondeying the sartimenta of these
disoourees, any Chrisinn brethran are jestly griaved or offandsd, none
will more ragret it than the outhor, by whom, with fervent prayer
for the divina hlossing opon them, thoy are presented to THE
FUBLIC,






SERMON I.

THE CHRISTIAN WAY TO FROMOTE LIBERTY AND UNION
IN CHUBRCH AND STATE. |

A Discouras precehed i Bowdoin Bireet Church, on the Sab-
bath eontiguona fo the 4% of July, 18346,

2 Cow. 3: 1T. 'Whare the Spirit of the Lord iz, there is libarty,
Jorw 17: 21 That they all may be ope.

Standing on a national summit, to which we
shave been elevated by an unparalleled combination
of propitious events, we cast a solicitous eye to the
foture. Beholding this wvast empire, stretching
from sea to ses and from the burning to the frigid .
zone, its hundreds of lofty mountains, spacious
valleys, majestic rivers, already impressed by the
footsteps and yielding to the skill of eivilized man; -
its forests melting rapidly away, and the wilderness
everywhere heginning to bud and biossom as the
rose ; towns, villages, cities, springing up like en-
chantment on every side; enterprise unequaled,
and wealth relling in like a flood; liberty and
abundance, simultanecus gladness and dancing in
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twelve million hearts ; who can forbear to inquire,
‘What is to be the end of all this? This nation,
destined if it sucrvives to be the greatest and might-
iest on the globe, is it to be united, permanent,
pious, happy, the grand asylum of unabused free-
dom, the light ‘and joy of the world? Will that
sun rise as bright on our children, as this day it
rose om us ¢ Do not those sing which offend God
and ruin men and nations, exist among us? And
do no portentous signs in the far heavens, no sullen
murmurs beneath, no trembling at the basis of
religious institutions and comstitutional rights, no
agitation of beated, irapatient elemwents, admoenish
us of approaching tempest, earthquake, revolution,
ruin ¥

Yet far be it from me to forbods evil. Rather
would I endeavor to point out the means of averting
it. I purpose to speak of LIBERTY AND UNION both
in charch ahd state. To unfold the means of their
perfection and perpstuity, this is my object. May
the spirit of the Highest overshadow, pervade,
ingpire us; what is ignorant, instruet ; what is dark,
enlighten ; energize what is feeble ; dispel all blind-
ing passion and prejudice ; animate every mind with
heaven’srichest gift, a pure and ardent love of truth,
of God, of man,

My desire is to reach a privcieLe. I am not un-
apprised of the danger of hasty generalization ; but
if it be characteristic of impetnous narrow minded-



7

ness, on slender bases to establish sweeping prinei-
ples, and push them to extremities, not- less does it
betray mental feeblenegs and ineffeiency, forever to
wander in a wilderness of facts, resolving them
.into no common principle of unity, order, design.
If we must generaliza with caution, still must we
do it; if, in pursuing a great principle, we should
‘make haste slowly, still should we make sufficient
despatch to overtake it at last. It is nature. The
entire universe, physical and moral, is governed by
laws few and gimple. In proof of this, observe that
the progress of all seience towards perfection is
marked by a resolution of isolated facts into gen-
eral principles. Out of mrultitndinons chaos and
darkness, graduslly emerge order mnd light. In
the physical sciences, what worlds of individual
facts ; what libraries to contain them., Ascend to
general principles and ultimately you arrive, it is
believed, at one generic law which regnlates the
whole. So alse in the science of merale. Volumes
suffice not for all the laws ; yet are they compre-
hended in a single sentenca, almost in a single word.

My prineiple is this, that the sEIRIT OF THE GosPEL
is alone adequate to perfect and perpetuate all gen-
uine liberty and union, both in church and state.
Let me first define terms. By the spirit of the
gospel, I mean BENEYOLENCE, sincere and universal.
It seeks the best interests of all men, temporal and
eternal. It is the essential fulfilling of that divine



