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In Sonoon Coumirrer,
Bosrox, Sept. 9, 15890.
Laid on the table, .

Attest : :
PHINEAS BATES,

Secretary.

Ix Scroon Comirree, Bostow, Sept. 23, 1890,
Ordered, That one thonsand copies of the Report of the
Speeial Committee on the Co-education of the Sexes be
printed.

Aftest :
PHINEAS BATES,

Secretary.
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MAJORITY REPORT.

Iy Scnoon ComMrirree, Sept. 9, 1890,

At the regular meeting of the Board, March 25th of the
present year, on motion of Mr. Winship, it was ordered,
" That & special committee of three be appointed to consider
and rveport upon the subject of co-education of the sexes,
with special reference to future school-buildings.”

In compliance with this order we submit the following : —

It appears that not until 1720 were girls admitted to omr
public schools, when they were permitted to enter the gram-
mar schools then estnblished, on an equal footing with boya.
A few years prior to 1830 several unsuccessful attempts were
mnde by members of the Schocl Committee to separate the
sexes. [t was not until the latter date that Lemuel Shaw
succeeded in influencing the comimittee to make the depart-
ure. The School Committes, Jun, 15, 1830, directed a
sub-committee “to inguite whether essential improvements
may not be introduced by a modification of the present sys-
tem, or by the adoption of seme other.” This sub-commit-
tee reported, May 11, 1880, throngh their cheirman, Lemuel
Shaw.

From this report the following abstracts are taken : —

* The last defect, which the committee will notice, atises
from the attendunce of children of both sexes, on the same
masters, at the same houses, and pursuing in all respects
the same modes and branches of study.

“The committee recommend that an entire separation he
established between the schocls, designed for children of
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different sexes. By this mapagement we think some evils
and dungers will he avoided, and decisive advantage gained.
Under the present system, through the strict attention of the
masters, littie evil, perhaps, bas been experienced.

* It is well understood that, until the year 1790, there was
no public provision whatever for the education of femules in
this town. The Latin grammar schools and the public writ-
ing schools being the only schools supported by the pablie,
were designed exelusively for boys. By the system then
adopied, an Englich grammar department was added to each
of the three public writing schocls, and then, for the first
time, & provision wus made that girls might attend these
schools for six months, and no more, in each year. This
system continued jo operation, with some slight alteration,
by enlarging the term for the attendance of girls te eight
months in each year, until ahont two years since, when il
was determined by the committes that girls should be privi-
leged to attend the whole year.

* The eommittee have thonght that all the girls who now
attend the eeven schools may all be accommodated in the
thred largest schoel-houses, the Franklin, Bowdoin, and Han-
cock, which would be eomveniently situnted for the purpose,
in the southerly, central, and northerly parts of the city ; and
that the other four, namely, the Adams, Boylston, Mayhew,
and Eliot, would conveniently ascommodate all the boys.”

The following resolution wee proposed by Judge Shaw for
his committee : — '

¥ That the present arrangement of the Eliot, the Hancock,
the Mayhew, the Bowdoin, the Adams, the Boylston, and
the Franklin Schools be changed, and that the system sei
forth in the foregoing report be aunhstituted therefor.”

The main propositions of the report were adopted by the
Sehool Committee, June 30, 1830,

By the regulations adopted by the School Committee Feb-
ruary, 1833, it appears that the Eliot and Mayhew Schools
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were exclusively for boys, while the Bowdoin and Hancock
Schoola were nsed for the instroction of girle only, the other
five grammar schools remaining s formerly, for boys and
girls.

Thus was rooted in our school system an error which
may take many years to fully eradicate,

Since then this objectionable departure, thia rut, haa broad-
ened and deepenad, with no obstacles in its way, no influen-
tial objection to its sway, uotil now we have thirty normal,
* high, and grammar schools, or school-buildings, in fifteen
of which boys alone are taught, while in the other fifieen
buildings girls alone’are admitted ; and, in the bunildings in-
tended for boys and girls together, there are seventy-four
classes, containing nearly thirty-seven hundred scholars. of
whick thirty-nine classes are formed of boye alone, and the
remaining thirty-five classes of givls.

This gives anly about 12,547, or 86 per ecent., of our
scholars in the schools mentioned who are co-eduneated.

Thus this eity of Boston, that spends relatively more
money for tha education of her children than any other city
of the Uniom, if not of the world, that prides herself apon her
educational facilities, bampers more than any other city the
rightful ndvance of girls, and leszens the refining influences
in boys by this separation of the sexes in our schools.

The subject is of far weightier Importance than a casual or
saperficial view would give it. It involves the question of
the development of the maximum ability of the scholars in
moral, intellectual, and physical teaining, Underlying it, is
that subtle paychological eloment which should not he lost
sight of, and it is therefore to be hoped that each member
will give it grave consideration.

In these modern times ot push, thers ia, in certain locali-
ties, a great lack of delicate courtesy or chivalry, particu-
larly among young people.

The refining infuence of woman is well pxemplified by
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‘Wendell Phillips’ story of the young man in the smoking-car,
who excused himeself for using questionable language. by em-
phasizing the fact " There ave no women here.” A likestory
ia nttributed to Grant. This check upon questionable utter-
ances and acts is noticenble inall places where boys or young
men are in companionship with the opposite sex ; and herein
liea the greatest good resulting from co-education. Such
constant companionship vepresses or subdues the rough and
gross nature in young men.

It is either right or wrong to have co-education in our
high and grammar sehools. There is no middle ground in
considering this subject. If a lower quality of scholars at-
tends sehool in a certain district, that quality applies to the
girls as well a5 to the boys; and, if the boys are separated
from the girls, still the low quality remains, and is only
divided.

If it is right for brothers and sisters to live in the same
house, and eat at the same table, then it is right that they
should attend school together. Let them be breught up
separately, and, if they meet only clandestinely, great harm
i3 likely to result.

If wedlock is vight aud proper, then co-education is right
and proper. If men and women are to marry, they should
know esch other summer and winter before marriage, and
the more they know of each other the lesa likely will
divorces result.

The serions objection raized by physicians to co-education
is based upon the delicate organic condition of girla ; but, by
the introduction of the excellent system of physical culture
made in our public schools, the weak and delicate girls will
become strong, and the ohjection will ultimately vanish.

At Wellesley College, by its speeial attention to physical
and hygienic culture, over one thousand young women are
required to enter into a thorongh course of physical training,
and it is represented that these students pride themselves on




CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES. 7

their excellent physical condition, which they first endeavor
to attain before subjecting themselves to serious mental
strain.

To gaio the most impressive cenclusions npon this subject,
it was decided by your committes that parsons interested in
education — intellectnal, moral, and physieal — be invited to
give their views. Aeccordingly circnlars were sent to the
seversl masters of our schools, superintendents, pastove,
physicians, and others. )

The returns are so varied and interesting, that it has been
considered advisable to introduce into the report ubstracts,
over the signatures of the writers, in the following order: —

SUPERVISORS.

T waa sub-master in the Adams School from T856 to 1864, At that
time, as now, both sexes were educated under the same roof, but not in
the same clasaes. I requested the master (Mr. P, W, Bartlett) to allow
me to try the experiment of teaching both in my reom, FPrevions to
that date (about 1858-8) the boys and girls were mixod in the jirst clasa
only. My request was granted, and the experiment was a0 suecessful that
soon it was the commen praetice in other sehools,  Of late years [ have
watehed the high schools in the outlying districts where boys and girls
study and recite in the same rooms, and 1 feel sure that the rexelts are
very satisfactory. I am heartily in favor of ¢ co-edneation " in well
disciplined schools.

. R. C. METCALF.,

I believe in co-oducation of boys and girla, The mutusl influence is
refining and strengthening to both, The nataral smulation is s healthy
stimulus and motive to study and thought. The moral effect ia purify-
ing sud elevating, making the relations between them less artificial and
giving each a true appreciation of the other, leading to juster compari-
sons of the asxes and mere hearty respect and good-will oo both sides.
Co-aducntion corrects sowe of the most troublesome ineidents of school
disetpline and throws incressed interest into sehool work: it also de-
valopa symmetrically and natmally the secial feslings and coltivates
cowrtesy and helpfulness In all the relations of life.

LOTIISA FARSONS HOPKINS.



