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EXPLANATORY

TrE somewhat peculiar form of thiz little volume
is due to the fact that it is one of a =ovics of text-booka
prepared for Mission Study (lasses, fonnd mainly in
higher edneational instifnutionsz, though mauy have
been carried on by young people’s societies amd
women's miszionary organizalions. A bhook which
gives the main points in sz brief a form a5 possible,
and which makes ample provision for fnrther stndy by
elazz members, 12 demanded for anch a nse ; and the
satizfaction of znch demands has been aimed at in the
preparation of this volume, Thut this form of fext-
book is uppreciated is evideneed by the fact that more
than ten thousand copies were sold fo stndy claszes
during last year.

Experiments extending over three years have led to
the pecnliarities of typography, found in these pages.
The heavy-faced Clarendon type indicates the main
divigions of the chapter ; namerals indicate snbordi-
nate divizions 3 and paragraphs, or Italics, mark sub-
topics nnder the latter. Those preparing the lesson
nenally group their facts about these words in specinl
type, und class leaders employ them as the basis of
questions. At the request of many, an analytical in-
dex has been prepared—see pages 167 to 173, and can
be nsed after the lesson has been carefully read over to

il
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ascertain how mnch has been remembered. It also
brings the thonghts of the chapter before one with
great clearness and at a glance.

As the text-book i but an outline, il i3 expectod
that elasses will enpploment its meagre statements hy
outside readings. A collection of snch readings will
be fornd on pages ix. toxvii. While ondy a small por-
tion of the very full bibliography of this field has been
entered in the list, a lar larger oumber of references
haz been printed than can be used, for the reazon that
if only a few readings were snggestod, librarics to
which access was possible might contain none of them.
With a comparatively large namber listed, the chance
of finding af least some readings = increased, Il iz
not nsnally advisable to assign more than thres or fonr
additional resdings to be reported npom at any one
cliss geszion.

It will be noted that no missionary periodicals are
found in this st except The (einese Recorder and The
Misgionary Review of the World. The rveason for
this iz that the two periodicals excepted ave inter-
depominationnl, and the laller is easily accesaible.
Moreover, as over filty boards Tabor in the Fmpire, it
wanld be ohviously impossible to refer to their official
organs, In the boole iteelf, practically nothing has
been gaid coneerning the work of any one zocicty.
An attempt to do this would have resnlted 1na volume
too large for class use, ag well as being too expensive,
The hope of the anthor is that missionary societies
using it for class work will snpplement it by pamphilets
issued by their board, In twe cases provision has al-
ready been made for such clagses.  The Board of the
Methodist Church in the Sonth has a speeial edition
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for its own mnse, containing an additional chapter,
written by Bighop Galloway, npon the work of their
Choreh in China, Similarly, Mrs, 'rofessor Barbour
and Miss Tuntington, of the Episcopal Chureh, have
preparved o special pamphlet to sccompany the text-
book, 1 which full details concerning the Mizsions
of the American Episcopal Church in China are ad-
mirably snmmarized. Doubtless other boards ecan
make & like arrangement.  Saggestions for tho stady
of the work for any given board may be fonnd in Ap-
pendix C.

The special map prepared for the book, while not
perfect, 18 more nearly so than any missionary map
of the Empire hitherto published. The index ae-
companying it makes it cnsy to find any place ocen-
pied ai the present time by missionaries.

Muuy will eriticize the orthography of proper names,
both on the map and in the body of the book. In
idefonse the anthor would say that scarcely any map
of China is consistent in its Homanization of geo-
graphical nomes, and the same 18 to some extent trme
of personal names in works on this conntry. “Theat-
tempt has here been made—though zome exceplions
will be found-—to followa uniform aystem of Tloman-
ization. Buot if this i= desirable, what syztem iz to be
nsed ?  Theone followed is that of Sir Thomas Wade,
which iz increazsingly employed in the latest diction-
aries, lessong for beginners, ete.  To say that it iz a
gystem peculiarly adapted to the Pekingese, and hence
should be dizearded, is like objecting to Parisian be-
canse it does not correctly represent the prononeiation
of sonthwestern France. While 8Sir Thomas Wade's
gystem dosz not properly reprodoce the sonnds of
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gonthern (hing, no syster s universal, amd Wade's
ig the standard for Northern Mandarin, which iz un-
derstood by more peraons, perhaps, than any othor
Chinese dialect.  An approximate key to this zvstem
ia found on page xviil.

September 1, 1E0E,



