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PUBLISHERS ADVERTISEMENT.

No weent prazentacion of the abises which e beeome part of
the worling of the policleal machinesy of onr great cities has at-
teneted g0 moeh pobiio sttentio ke chut made by Me, W, M. Tving,
the City Chumberlain of New York, His address bafore the Com.
monwealth Cluh, with its supplementary papers, bas foemed the aub-
jeor of newspaper discussion throughont the country, and has awa-
kened an amount of intere#t in the reforin of party methods of
nomination and eleetion which ia well aloulaoted to anconrage these
who have long vegarded this reloroy as cne of the most pressing
negessition of our time,  We have aaked Mr, Iving 1o place these
popers ot our disposal, with the view of satfslving a genetal desire
to ohtain them in a eompact and col.eeted form. Wich the addi
tion of two of Mr. Ivins®s avtieles, oviginully published in Hanren's
WeekLy, the series will be found to vonatituie a work of exteption-
al value, poasesaing, as it does, the charaster of a treatise, st once
exhamstive and thorourile rewdstle, on w sobjeet of ¢l imporionee
to the penple of this eicy, and beadug with manifess divectoess ou
the eonditions of puea politics in every pace of the cointry,  As an

-aid to the politica] education of young mee, the hool s ne Jess val-

uahble than ua o guide w the promocers of veform legislation, aod
& concribotion te the koowledge possessed by the great body of
voters in regard to abuses which bave done se much to obstrict
the exercise of popnlar sovereignty. We have pleasure i acoonm.
panying this [ittle volume with the assuranee that its author pos-
pesdeg, in & very uncommon degees, the ahility to discoss hiz subject
with authority, elearness, ind force, and we commend it very cord-
ially to the attention of all patristio sitizens.

HARPER & BROTHER3
Franuits Bauanm, Few Yaour, Apeil 4 1837,
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ATUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Tre papers here published were entirely
oceasional in their character, The first chap-
ter was originally printed in the form of two
articles in Harper's Weehiy i the fall of 1884;
the second and third chapters were part of
a speech delivered at the February, 1887,
dinner of the Commonwealth Club of New
York. When asked to estimate the cost of
an eleetion in New York City, T found it
necessary, in order to make the matter clear,
to diseuss not only our existing election law,
but the relation of our party machinery to
that law; and inasmuch as a knowledge of
the coustitution of the “ Machine™ is abso-
lutely essential to an intelligent understand-



) PREFACE.

ing of the motives and methods of the use
of money in our elections, I have now thought
it advisable to introduce the entire subject
by the description of the “ Machine™ eon-
tained in the first chapter. The fourth and
fifth chapters were ealled out hy the gzen-
eral interest shown by the press and the
publie after the publication of the speech
at the Commonwealth Cluly 'They were
contributed to the New York Evening Post,
with the view of somewhat eluborating the
poiots already touched upon, as well as of
suggesting & remedy for the evils which T
had already tried to deseribe, It has been
stiggested that in reprinting these papers 1
should also present o draft of a bill embody-
ing the general sugpestions contained in the
English law, and adaptiug them to our own
system of election machinery. After mature
consideration, I have thought it better to
leave such a draft-bill as I had prepared un.
published for the present. Furthermore, this



PREFACE, i

course will have the effect of attracting all
adverse criticism to the general plan, and not
to any special details of a remedial measare.
It is much better, at the present time, that the
general outlines of the English system should
be discussed than that eriticism should be
diverted to the consideration of minor details,
such as the number of new officers to be ap-
pointed to distribute the ballots at each poll-
ing-place, the number of agents to be allowed
to each candidate, the limit of permissible
expenditure, ete. 1 am convineed that the
fastening of attention on these subordinate
and wvariable features would now be a mis
take, for we are not yet near enough the time
when it shall be necessary to determine upon
thews irrevoeably, The Lill when prepared
should be the vesult of the most mature
thourht of the moest experieneed men, and
one which will meet all possitile objection
other than such as may be fundamental and
general, T therefors think it wiser not to



