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DEDICATION,

TG

THE QUEEN'S MOST GREACIOUS MAJESTY.

Mananr,
THE perzonal faveur which your Majesty has
heen so graciously plé:ased to confer on me, in
allowing the present dedication,—thus implying
a confidence in the probable nature of the
work—will not, T frust, be found to have heen
mizused by me, should your Majesty hereafter
honour the volume by perusal. In thue being
the medium through which the pleadings of a
clags of society, so far removed from the sym-
pathy of mankind, approach the throne of
your Majesty, may I be permitted to take this



vi DEDICATION,
opportunity of expressing, what is responded to
by every feeling heart in your Majesty's domi-
niong, a respectiul appreciation of the mildness
and clemenc.y which have pervaded the admini-
atration of the laws during the present merciful
reign.
With sinecre prayers for the happiness of
your Majesty,
I have the hononr to be,
Mapaw,
Your Majesty’s
Most humble and faithful
Servant and subject,
P. Hesxerm Frerrwoon,

Rotrall Hall, Lanscshire.



PREFACE.

T b, or not to be—tlmt is the quettion.”

Taar is indeed the qoestion we sre about to
CconSider—BEING O DEATH-—4 short sentence,
but of unequalled imperance. Yet how little
dues the demise of a fellow man dwell on the
human mind, enless the ties of kindred, or any
peculiarity of cireumetance by which the event
may happen to be encircled, Impart to it ad-
ventitious intorest.

A newspaper parsgraph entitled * Awful
and sudden death,” may for a moment arrest
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our attention, but it is the * awful and sudden,”
not the actual (ransit which attracts the fancy.
Perchance, also, it may be printed in rather a
larger iype than ihe edjoiniog paragraph; or
we may expect to find some exciting detail of
the facts of ﬁ:e cage ; but the awful Reality,
the earthly ending of the being, immortal
though it i to be, eliciz Lttle =ympathy,
and the wearied eye turng to some other news.
The dying speech of the malefactor arrests
our stiention ; the dead spesher of it i= unre-
parded a3 & lump of eloy. Who that smidst
the execitement of a crowded court of justice
has turned his thonghts within himself, and
divesting the acene of all the panoply of pomp
which surrounds him, hag reflected on the moral
effect to be the result of the scntence of death
if executed,~—but haa felt his sympathy rather
awakened in favour of the eulprit, and confessed
to himself how inefficient the gibbet iz when



