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PREFATORY.

REASONS FOR WRITIFG THIS BOOK.

I thought it necessary that some things should be said
for the electric industry in the iuterest of those who are,
or should become, usera ul Eleetric Service.

I felt that I could say those things. This made it
my duty to say them.

Now that I have said them, it will quickly appear
that there are those who can say them better than I
have done; also, that there are others who are not in
accord with what [ have said. Both classes of crities
are aware that in our day of civilization there is no
monopoly of the expression of thought, therefore 1 have
n rensonable bope that in doe time I ghall hear from
them freely and fully.

I design this book to be of serviee—

1st. To those who are interested in obtaining state or
municipal legislation. BSuech legislation should place
the Flectrie Service of a city on the basis of a Publie
Tmprovenent, entitled to special privileges, in order to
secure the service for users, on terms and under economic
eonditions best caleulated to properly serve the interests

of all citizens.
(v}
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2d. To those whe are, or are about to become, inter-
eeted] in Fleetric Central Btations, and desire to incrense
their facilities until they realize the full presibilities of
their apportunity.  Tu do this, they need assistance in
ervating a correet public opinion regarding their under-
tuking; in guiding the netion of Municipal Authorities ;
in seeuring Customers; and in interesting Capitalists,
um whum they must depend for the means with whieh
to develop their industry,

dd. To manufaeturers, to assist them in opening new
fields for the wse of their apparatus, and extending its
use whore a boginning has been made.

With these objects in view, I huve made no reference
to any inventer, system, or manufacturer, by name, in
o oway to orender the book less useful to one than to
anetlwr.  The Electric Industry compreliends all work-
ers in ita department of cffart,

I have made no reference 1o Storage Batteries, for
the reason that their possibilities are so proat, the prog-
ress being made in their development and applieation
to practival uses is 2o marked, and their economic value
go specinl, I consider theie department of the snbject
worthy of speeinl treatment,

At the smgrgestiom of my publishers T requeste]
Allen V. Garvalt, Beerctary and Treasurer of  the
National Fleetrie Light Asweiation, to write an ap-
pendiz of Mechaniond wid Klvefrind Trone Erplaiiat
ti Dtechnienl Latgreage,” for the bonefic of nnprofes
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sional readers, 1 have endeavored to exclude technieal
terma as much as possible from the text of the book.

Believing as ['do, that money spant for edueation ia
put to its highest economie use, 1 feel it be to right to
a8k the attention of every resder to the advertisements
of Electrical Publications, They are the true Banyan
Trees of the Electric Industry.

My presentation of the economic possibilities nf Elec-
tric Light Power is not a prophecy; il is not even a
vision; it iz the practical outcome of that which is.
Pledged to ita realization, seeds of promise are airendy
thickly planted throughout the civilized world.

To show the basis of my representations, I have gath-
ered, at random, a few leaves from the fast-epreading
Banyan Trees of Electrical Knowledge. Among them
will be found some facts—firmly fixed as are the rock
base of mountaing; and snme fancies, ephemeral ' as a
whiff' of rifle smoke upon the mountain aie.”

I believe the true functicos of povernment to be o
requinte and control, not ¢ own and operate, commercial
iudustries. In considering this branch of the subject, I
have used the phrase, ** Commercial Monopolies,” as one
best caleulated to nrrest attention and induce disenssion,

As it is more necesasry for representatives to be popu-
lnr than wise, politicians nre not the best teschers for the
people. There are indications that the desire to be
popular is leading many politicians to favor mensures
which are the embodiment of economie unwisdom. To



