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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

PR N

It must be a source of satisfaction to these who are
interested in the welfare and efficiency of the Horse, to
find that at last there is some prospect of a common-
sense and humane method of shoeing being introduced,
and that a large amount of interest is manifested in the
gubject.

This is evidenced by the fact, that an edition of fifteen
hundred copies of “Practical Horse-shoeing ' was
disposed of in a few monthe alter its publication; and
that its re-publication in the United States (unauthorised
though it was) by Appleton & Co., of New York, im-
mediately subsequent to ite issue here, is as likely to be
attended with even greater success, the Massachusetts
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals having
alone taken a thousand copies for distribution among the
farriers of that State.

This large circulation must doubtless prove eminently
gratifying to the Scorrisi Socrery for the Prevextion
of CRUELTY to Awmmars, and still more so to the worthy
lady by whom the prizes for essays on Horse-shoeing
given by that Society were so liberally provided,
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For myeelf, I rejoice to think that the principles which

ghould guide us in the management of the Horse’s foot,
and for whese introduction I and others have contended
for many years, are at length being adopted.
" In the present edition, a few additions and trifling cor-
rections have been made, and the number of illustrations
has been increased. No attempt has been made to alter
the plan of the essay, which was chiefly designed for
farriers, or those who, beyond my own profession, took
an interest in the matter. I

The subject of pathological farriery is too large and
complicated to be intraduced, and, in fact, it did nof come
within the terms or scope of the essay, the main object of
which was to indicate to what an extent disease might
be prevented and utility increased. Pathological shoeing
helongs more to the veterinary surgeon's than to the
farrier’s domain, but it has not been overloocked by me;
and in due course a work on this very important section
of veterinary science will be offered for acceptance,

GEORGE FLEMING.

BrourroR BARnACES,
Chatham, Februery, 1873,



PREFATORY NOTE

T0 THE FIRST EDITION.

It is a painful reflection that the advance of civiliza-
tion seems ever to be accompanied by an aggravation of
certain evils,—and in no instance is this more marked
than in the terrible amount of suffering unnecessarily
endured by the Horse,

This animal, pre-eminently the most ugeful to man,
is the one upon which is inflicted, either wantonly, or
through sheer ignorance, or thoughtlessness, the greatest
amount of cruelty. The records of all humane societies
show that, of prosecutions for eruelty to animals, an
overwhelming majority refer to the Horse; and of these,
a large proporiion are for working horses while suffering
from lameness, in one form or other. So frequent are
sich cases, that observers have concluded that its pre-
valence must result from some specific cause, and, not
unnaturally, attention has thus been directed to the
various modes of management practised in relation to the
horse’s foot, to the manner of shoeing, and, in particular,
to the way in which the hoof is prepared for the shoe,
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Convinced that very much suffering results from im-
perfect knowledge of the Anatomy of the Foot, and of
the true functions of its various parts, and from conse-
quent mal-practice in its treatment, especially in the
application of the shoe, the use of which is needed solely
to prevent the undue waste and wear caused by severe
labour over hard, rough, and unyielding roads, the Com-
mittee of the Scorrisn Secikry for the PreveNTION of
CrUELTY to Animars offered, in July, 1869, a series of
prizes for  the best and most practical essays on Horse-
shoeing, in connection with the comfort and soundness
of the Horse,” By August, 1870, uwpwards of forty
essays were sent in. Thease were submitted to Professor
WiLniaxs, Principal of the Edinburgh Veterinary Col-
lege, Mr. W. Roserteon, M.E.C.V.B, Kelso, and Mr.
B. CarrLEDGE, M.R.C.V.8,, Sheffield, Examiners of the
Royal College of Yeterinary Surgeons, and Mr, J, C,
Broan, MLR.CV.5,, London, by whom, after a very
patient and careful examination, the prizes were awarded,
—the first, to Mr. Georee FLEMing, for the treatise now
i the hands of the reader; the second, to Mr, T. D,
Broap, M.R.C.V.B,, Bath; and the #hird, to Mr. Grorce
Armarace, MRCV.5, late Secretary of the Ceniral
Veterinary Medical Society, London,

A large proportion of the essays exhibited much
thoughtful care in their preparation, combined at once
with scientific knowledge and practical acquaintance with
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the subject in hand ; and it has been most gratifying to
find so general a conowrrence among the writers in their
utter condemnation of the common, but unscientific and
irrational, practice of paring away the sole and frog as a
necessary preparstion for shoeing. The unanimity ex-
hibited on this most important point sinks into compara-
tive insignificance all differences of opinicn on minoer
points. The Committee are thus able confidently to
recommend the following pages as a clear and able expo-
sition of the views, not only of the author of one of the
best and most exhaustive works on the subject, but also
of very many of the most enlightened veterinary surgeons
of the day,
H. 8 A L HAY, VP,
Late Scerctary Scot, Boc, DWC.A,

Eminsuron,

February, 1872.



