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PREFACE.

The books which are catalogued In this little voluine have been
brought together during the past four years. On entering npon the
duties of Superiptendent of Public Schools in Philadeiphia, I folt that
it would be a grest advantage to have ot command the best anthorlties
on the history, seience and art of education. Queations would be sora
to arise tn connectlon with the work of organizing the superviston of
the schools which would render such & collection of books a great
convenlence to these immediately connected with the Superintendent's
{Office, to the tenchers, and to other paraons interested in the public
school system of the city, ‘The liberality of the Board of Poblie
Education has enabled me to carry out this purpose, and while the
resoureed at command have been Hmited, the library lias grown to
stich proportions as to render the printing of o catalogue » necessity,

Tha field of pedagogical literature v so extonsive that it has not
been possibla to do more than make s selection of books adapied to
the immediate needa of the department, while laying a broad founda-
tion for foture additions. What wna required was a good working
pedagogleal fibrary, and it ia believed that the selsction made furnishes
the essentials for 4 pretty thorough stidy of the history and theory of
eduestion in the past, as well as ample inaterials for dealing with the
living questions of our own time.

The paucity of German books will be noticed by every one having
the slightest acguaintance with the rflebness of that langunge in peda-
gogical workz, The general ytillty of the lbrary must be urged as an
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explanation of this defieiency. Besides, many of the writings of the
grest German edueators are now secesaible to the Euglish reader, amd
the reanlts of German thought and experience are speedity aot before
n3 In the form of translations and in original works upon the aducation
of that epuntry.

No apology, it is presumed, iz needed for what may seem an undue
preference for the French writers on education.  ‘The striking progress
recently made in publie sducation by our sister Europesn republic has
attracted marked attention all over the world. This advance liua beon
accompenfed by an awakening among her lesding publicksts and
vducators, that has boroe fruft in o goodly armay of worles relating to
education in both ita theoretical and practical aspects, and possessing
all those qualities so characteristic of the French mind fnevery depart-
ment of literary effort. While the French, like all the rest of the
world, have been borrowers in education from the Germans, it mnst
be admitted that of late years they have been producing booka of great
pedapogical value, These are guite fally represented in this library,
and it iz believed, are not one of itz least important features,

To ineroass the usefulness of the eatalogue, o selection of rafer-
ences o the more recent and important articles in the leading periodi-
cals has been added. Some of the best pedagegieal literature of the
day appears in this form ) and it was thonght that the referenoes to
these sources of information, so essy of access in publiz lbraries,
would prove s conveniemce to persons eonsulling the estalogue for
guidance or suggestions on special topies.  Oeeasional bibliographical
notes have been inserted for the same reason. T may he permitted to
state with regard to both of these features that no attempt at com.
pleteness has been made. They might have been groatly extended ;
but I have confined mysalf to making selections from my own note-
books and the memoranda of my current ceading. The object has
been tocall attention to such articles and books as are of special valus,
or are Interesting on aceount of their bearing upon new and pressing
edncational goestions,
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The rules sanctioned by the best authoritles have been followed in
the armngement and detalls of the calalogune. In nearly every case-the
titles of the separate articles in volomes of & miscelianeous character
have bean given ander the general tithe,

It will ba understood that tha books Im History, Belemee,
Language and Litérature are merely an incidental featurs of the
library. The selection in United States History might lay claim to ba
8t lenst representative of the sobject; but outside of that, only sush
volumes have been sdded as are neaded for convenfent reference in
eonducting the supervision of a largs system of schools.

The growing attention given by teachers to the literature snd
learming of thelr own profession i3 one of the most bopeful and
encouraging signs of the times, Olasses in Psychology, the History
of Pedagogy apd the Sclence of Edncation, are fast becoming a feature
of teachers" reading circles, and Normal Schools are beginning to
realize that something more than & few lessons in * methoda ' and two
or three wesks' practics ln & “ traloing school,”” are required to prepare
young men sud women for the responsible duties of the sehool-roem,
The formation uf'ped.l.gﬂg'uml lbrarles in connection with the adminis-
tration of clty and stale school systems will, 1 am sure, do much to
promota this forward movement ; and it i3 & soures of great satisfaction
to me that the Board of Public Bducation of Philadelphis is, T believe,
the first 40 take this step.

It im only just that I should state that any faults that may be found
in the catalogus are attrlbutabls to the limited time which I have been
able to devode to ik, Al the work has been done In the odd minutes
that could be spared from the performanca of my official duties. It
has been time very pleasantly spent, but I should have greatly
preferred to make &8 more sérlous task of even the little that was
undertaken.

I must acknowledge the valuable service remdered by my clerk,
Miss Adele M. Bmith, in reading the proofs. She has been
indefatigable in her efforts to prevent the mistakes which are apt
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to ereap into the printing of Isn large & number of names and titles
and it will be & disappointment if any serious error should be

iiscovered.
; J. Mac A,
Huperintendant's (fice,
Avguat, 1857,
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