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PREFACE.

It has been the Author’s aim, in the present
work, to present o variety of articles on interesting
and important subjects, expressed in o condensed
sententions style, 2o as to firmsh nseful and instroe-
tive materials for thought, on ntellectual, moral.
and spiritnal themes,

In carrying oni this ebjeet, he has chosen such
fopies s were rather prictical than speealative; fov
utility, and not display, bas been the principle,
under which he has endeavoured to act, in preparing
them for the press.

Havime o strong attachment to works of a pro-
verbiul kind, and thinking many others might have a
similar predilection, he conclnded that such a book
wonld temd both to intercst aud lstruct o numersus
class of readers.

Doubtless many persons may differ with him on
=ume of the sentiments expreszed, and may probably
dizpute the conclusions to which the writer often
arrives.  Tle can only =ay that he has laboured to



vi FREYACE.

spestk out the honest convietions of his mind.  But
in doing =o, woull fain hope, that he has ever dis-
played a spirit of moderation and eandonr, towards
those who may cntertain opinions different to his
oW

It hnsg heen his siocere nim to exhibil truth, and
teuth only, and he has labourad to do this in as brief
and foreilde oomanner as possible,

Ile has been anxions that s book shonld e
rather a bouk of idens, than one of wordy arsmmnents
and illustrations; and he sincerely desives that it way
be the humble instrument, nnder the divine blessing,
of extending a knowledoe of wany important truths
which ure too liable 4o be forgotten.

He ha: endesvowred to arrange the suljeets in
such order, that the reader will Le lod to perceive,
the obvious connexion which many of them haye
with cach other, =0 az to form o compendivm of
practical Chiristian  Philozophy, for the consideration
of inguiring and reflective minds,

Lidfan, 1845,
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CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY.

TRUTIL

Trion 15 1o Gel whal the imlm_*sai Bl e r-ir_':ﬂ, il
CXACT IRLECTIPL.

Trath 1= of vuiversal ulr]ﬂirmiuli: it 1= the lluilil‘z;{
principle which holds together the moral olementz of
the universe,

Truth i= one of the bright charsereristics of Deity, wind
(¥] 1T ﬂf‘ IIH:' |]H|!I||. Il;”l‘[]'ﬁ h}' WI!"L‘,}' E‘IE‘! l]lm"l" 'iS 11111'““'*&"{'-
iz works are all exhihitions of trath ; bis providencs
its continuous exereize ;s ol hig wortd the revelution of o
L1 ] mmﬂciml.

The gocpel is both a system of geace and teuth : in-
Hexibly e in is exactions oo the surety, aod wracions
i the hestowiment of = ]rle.-i:aiurr;H for Thee rinlermieid.

Acveepiunce of the trith bursis the bomd-nian’s fettees,
i“‘“] !i‘lJ!:.'!'FJll_% ']“_‘. "lul':l] |_":|Ii[i\'l:'; :Il“l il J'L““'Illio!l ﬂf |J|-"'
teuth is the condition of the charter on which all oure
spiritual blessings are suspendid,

B



10 THRUTH.

The penitent is prosteate in the poreh of the temple of
tentl 5 the believer walks in the light that encircles the
holy place ; and the beatified only can bear the fnll Dlize
of the haliest of all.

Troth benrkens swith candonr, reflects with delibera-
tiony, nod utters with prectsion.  In matters of conceived
trifling import, trath is as the private path which leads
to the liug's royal higlway.

Truth, however minute the particles, 1z too precions to
b lost; aned he only will hie troly enriched with it who
imiiates the eoldsmith, who caozeth even the smalics
grains of the precions metal to be carefully preserved.

Truth often prefers the eottace to the mansion, wnl s
rmilumlrl}' Spen i GO with lj]ﬂi:ll attive.  The e
sometimes make her weleome to their mind-formed eabio,
while ghe s exehulad frong the palaces of kings.

Truth ean live in all regioms, floneish in all soils, and
become natwralized in all elimes,

It was the spiit of troth which animated the firsc
wmartyr Abel, which shone iu e pathiway of the Loly
Enach, aud which admied the Hebrew eaptive in the
land of Egvpt. It spake throngh Moses aml Aaron 1o
Phurach, triomphed in the illestrious cvents of the Red
zeut, amil was the chorns to the song of Miram.

Adberenee to truth, the zeven times heatod fereace
conlil aot consame, nore the hangry Tous destroy,

John ihe “ill]ti:!-l lecrnlidind is |rri1u;1', anil enlled njHm
wen ko give iba reverential reception, Thns uctered by
it ol pluin exterior, wnd stern manner, and rigad self-
leninl, ver ie soflened hindveds of Jewish hearts, aml the
walers of the Jordan testified to s viedge gl inHocnee,



