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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tre following Diseonrse was fist deliversd In Rev. Dr. Spring’s Church,
and, snhsequently, in the Broadway Tabermaele, and i the Ro I Chareh on
Lafayells Place.

Haversl persons, then, desived ita puhlication; bot peide from hesituliong as to
its menerni wiility, olhor ealiings then more mportant, and more fmparative, pre-
vanled its izane,

Some parngraphs here and there, have been added—soma ol which will be
seadily distingnished as not appropriate to the pulpit, T publisling it now, with
many imperleciions, ths wriler is yiekling to the spinlens of others—eapecially
to the requests of 2 genlleman who now desires to-hive it, af some trouble suad
gxpeman Lo binself,

Ty would be Taying Livsedf Hable to be placed in a falss position, it e fuiled
im stute here, thub o person who horrowed the monnseript ke published soms
portions of 16 over Lis owr neme ;s and b thorehy manifested o greal Giliag in
matters of tasic (not fo mention things cthienl), in appropeisfing from another
it which—as in the prosent nstanee—is inferior lo what be could have pro-
duead hiwseld,

Note—The lntellizent veader will parecive that the eeptein dissolution of our
Government ad Tnatitwtions, or thelr cetafn perpetuity, i not asserted in this
Thaeotrse.

Npw Tome:
B W. Brxxmoer, Frosr.,
14 Bpruce slmed,



DISCOURSE,

ISATAT LxIv, K.

WHE ALL N FADE A8 A4 LEAT | AMD OUR SeiguiTIRE, LIKE TIE WINi,
TEAYE TAKEN T8 AWAT.

Tem Prophet Isaiah, locking down the conrse of time, behalids,
alar off, in the visions of propheoy, the terrible ruin of the king-
dom of Judah, the torlorn and desperate condition of the guilty
inhabitants. .

The stertling cvents deseribed, were not o take place till
many years alber be should he gathered fo his fathers: yot they
are mentioned, here, in the pressnd tense—in the simple, sen-
tenticus, glowing style often assumed in prophetie composition.
The predicted scesery, in all its dismal detail, passes before
his eyes; and the deep, intenso emotion, kindled ab the sight,
burats foeth in this simplest form of the verb, portraying most
vividly the dread impending desolation.

Tt is pertinent, here, lo observe that thiz mode of expression—
employing the present temse to indicate fuwfure events—is of
frequent oceurrence in the prophetic Beriptures. Would the
holy prophet foretell that Messinh wonld suffer in innocence, pa-
tience and gilenee? Ile speaks of the event as present to his
wind, and exclaims, “Tle ds Ied s 0 lamb to the sluaghter”. -
not shail be led ; though the event was, as yet, some seven hun-
dred years in the future.

This species of style, which iz an exeellence rather than a de-
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feet, 14 nol peculiar to the sacred poets. T often obiains in the
finest periods of secular poetry 5 and the most erndite historians
often throw a past or a fature tense into the present to give life
and foree to their narratives,

Unhappily, we have, just now, amongst ws, a very injurious
arder of Biblieal eritics—eold, captious and minule—who arve
evar in trouble abond these and similar passages in the Word of
(zod; who spend their davs in frivelons and bewildering roliel-
tude over the maosk ineensiderable distinctions pertaining to the
mere *letter” or ineidents of Tovelation.  They would clip the
wings of inapived Genins nud bid her ereep upon the dust ut their
own dnll, plodding pace. They wonld silence her voiee, did she
deeline to snnomnee her oracles in their own Kitle, precise
phrasealogy. To such the kele desting of Christianily often
seema to tion upen the specilic rendering of some small phrase—
some philologieal point or aceent (important in iksell and as an in-
cident), or perchance, on some appalling dizerepancy between
the inches of lava ab the base of & voleano, sl the very minute
ol iime when the human race arose into being and dwelt in
shady borders in the garden of Daradise!

To such idle and abszurd calenlations and eviticisms, such vain,
petty ponetilio, the celestial mmscs deign not to eondeseend,
Though every pussage in the saeved canon, when cantiously
and fally interpreted, will ever bo fonnd o coiucide with every
sober and faithfol generalization of new facts, whether these
facts pertain to the discoveries of natural seienoce, to the proper
interpretation of langmage, or to any subject—mental or mu-
terinl—within the limits of things ereated—ihe remotest peints
of space, or periods of thne fo which the human mind eould
ever rise even in its eonceplions.

‘The pussuge now betore ns cannot be pereeived in its full in-
tent, until the mind is set free from these puerilities of small
crities, and brought back to its natural position, where, alone,
the Leauty and grandeur of this prophecy may mect the eye and
arouse the sonl.




it

IF you would, then, approach the startling imporet of the text,
attend simply to the simple fignre here introdneod : = We all do
fade™—we, tho kingdorm of Judah, do fade—* as a leaf, and our
{mational) iniquitics, like the wind, bhave tuken ws away.! The
leal' of & tree or plant is presented as the emblem of his conn-
try. Itis a lading leaf, trombling in the chilling winds, The
vir of antumn has breathed decay upon its verdanl beanty. No
more it drvinks the evening dews; no more it greets the suiling
beams of early, joyons light.  The frosts and the snows of win-
ter—the storm and the tempest are bent npon its ruin.  Sce thas
leaf, as it struggles in vain on the verge of dissolution, grasping
faintly in its frail fibres the shrinking stem that gave it birth,
fill the Jast fatal Llash sweeps 62 © awoy  Then, behold the
kingdom of Jodah soaring bigh fir above all the natious of the
carth, emiling with upward bent in the neontide of Jehovah’s
love, Gl at Tast, eankered and curse], toming its faee (rom God,
it is torn away in vielence, snid dvifted into Babylon in o whirl-
wind of the Diving indignation.

Following, then, this ile strict sense of these words, we hall,

L Brreey coxmmammate mEE Proseiery, tae Porusar Viows,
axn TAE Fapmwe away ov e HeEpeew Natos,

_r_[. JLLI.IH'I'[{.J'\'I'“-, B'QMEWHATj THE HENTITY OF THE ORICAT (EN-
ERAL LAWs WHICH ¢OoNIROLLES T HEBREW Ihzsriv, wrmn THoSE
THAT 1AV RVER OUERATED VILALLY IN THE BEAL Hsi axo Dhe
cay oF orike Nariows,

T, Exneavor To INDICATE severar, Fammwrs or Dicay T
vHE kxwrinG Isserrumoss or orn ows Counriy, WITH CERIAIN
LIADMKG JAEMEDIES,

L Bruerny cowrusterars tae Prospeeiry, v Porroar Vions,
#¥p THE Fapmeo away or tuk Homew Narmos,

In reaching the true iden of national prospevity, it must be as-
sumed that o people are really prosperous in proportion to their
kmowledge and sense of the trne God, and to their constant



