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ADVERTISEMENT.

i ——

SeveraL papere in this Volume were revised by the

Author; others are republished in their original form.

Twoof Whose in Lhe latter class demand a special remark.
- in justiee fo the Anthor's memory. The * Letiors foa
Youper Man whoge Fdueation has been Neglocled,” were
always kept in abevance, with the intention of being con-
siderally extended. Inlike manney, the paper * O ihe
Fnocking at the Grate in Macbeth,” was warkwl out for

altorntion and cenlargement.

Fiixpuican, Senwery 1863,

ool
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LETTERS TO A YOUNG MAN

WHOHE EDUCATION HAS BEEN NEGLECTED,

LETTER L

My pean Sm—When I had the pleasure of meeting
you at Ch—, for the second time in my life, I was much
concerned to remark the general dejection of your manner,
I may wow add, that I was sleo much surprised ; your
eousin’s visit to me having made it no lomger s point of
delicaey to suppress that feeling.  General report had re-
presented vou a8 in possession of all which enters into the
worldly estimate of happiness—great opulence, unclouded
reputation, and fregdom from unhappy connexions. That
you had the priceless blessing of unfluctuating health, T
know upon your own authority.  And the eoncurrng opin-
iong of your friemds, together with my own opportunities
for observation, left me no room to douht that yon wanted
not the last and mightiest among the sources of happiness
—a fortunnte constitution of mind, both for moral and in-
tellectun] emds,  So many Dlessingz as these, meeting in
the person of one man, and yet all in some mysterious way
defeated and poisoned, presented a problem too fnteresting,
hath to the selfish and the generous curicsity of men, to



10 LETTERS,

wake it at ail wonderfnl that at that time and place you
ghould have heem the suhject of much dizeussion. Now
and then some solutions of the mystery were hazarded ; in
particular, I remember one from a young lady of seventeen,
who suid, with a positiva air, “ That Mr, M—'s dejection
was well known to arise from an unfortunate attachment in
carly life," which azeurance appeared to bave preat weight
with some other young ladies of sixteen. But, upen the
whole, I think that no account of the matter was proposed
at that time which satisfied mysclf, or was likely fo satisfy
any reflecting person.

At length the vizsit of your cousin L—, in hiz rdad to
Th—, has cleared up the mystery in o way more agrecable
to mygelf than | could have ventured to anticipate from any
communication short of that which shoubd acqeaint ms with
the: endire dizpersion of the dejection voder which you
labours], T aliow myeelf to eall such a disclosure agree-
able, partly upon the ground that where the grief or dejec-
tion of our friends admits of no important allevistion, it is
vet satisfuclory to know that it may be traced Lo eauses of
adequate dienity 3 and, in thie particular case, I have not
only thal assurance, bul the prospect of eondributing some
assistanee to your emancipation from these depressing recal-
lections, by co-operating with your own efforts in the way
you have pointed ont for supplying the defects of your enrly

slucation,

Li— explained to me all that your own letter had Jeft
imperfect ; in particular, how it was that you came to be
defranded of the education to which even your earliest and
humblest prospects had entitled you | by what hercie efforts,
but how vainly, yon laboured to ropair that greatest of
losses ; what remarkable events comcurred to raise you to
your present state of prosperity ; and sll other cirenmatances



LETTERS, 11

which appeared necessary to put me fully In possession of
yvour present wizshes and intentiona,

The two gquestions which you addressed to me through
him I have answered below : these were questions which 1
could answer essily and without weditation ; but for the
main subject of our future eorrespondenece, it iz 20 weighty,
and demands suell ¢lose attention (as oven T find, who bave
revolved the principal points almest daily for many years),
that I wounld willingly leep it wholly distinet from the
hagty letter which I am now obliged to write ; om which
weeonng it is that T shall forbesr Lo onler at present wpon
the zeries of letters which I bave promised, even i T should
find that my time were not exhausted by the answers to
YOUr diva gecalivae belomn

To your first question,—Whether bo you, with yonr pus-
poses aml at your age of thirly- bwo, @ residenes at ellher of
our English unniversities, or at any foreign wuivensity, can
be of much serviee —my auswer is, firmly and unhesita-
tingly, No, The majovity of the undergraduates of your
own slanding, in an academic sense, will be yonr jundors by
twelve ot fourteen years ; a disparity of age which eould
not but make your society mutnally burthessome.  What,
then, iz it that you would seck in a university? Leetures?
These, whethier puldic or private, arve surely the very worst
modes of sequiring any sort of acourale knowledge ; and are
just as much inforior o & good book on the sane suhbject,
g3 Ehat book hastily rend aloud, and then immediately with-
drawn, would be inferior to the zame book left in your
possession, and open at aony hour, o be consulted, retraced,
eollated, snd in the fullest sense studied. Doty besides
this, university lectures are naturally adapted, not so much
to the general purpose of communicating knowledge, as to
the specific purpose of meeting a particnlar form of exami-



