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Il elt vrai que, dans Jes Démncraties, fe Feuple parelt faire
ee qu'il weut 3 mais la Liberté Politigue ne confifte point
& faire ce guel"om wemt.—Duns un Etat, ceft-d-dire, dans
une Société ob il y a des Loix, Ja Likere¥ ne peut con-
fifter qu'd pouvoir faire ce que fom B¢ wowlsir, & &
w'étre point comtraint de faire e que Fon e doit pas
" weudair,

Mosreiqueey, Tome 1. p. 255.
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DIALOGUE 1V,

POLITICAL Liberty, for the laft
twenty years, has been the fubje@ of con-
tinual difcuffion; and there has, doubt-
lefs, been much light thrown on it by
its numerous advocates and friends, and
even by its enemies.

But as it frequently and unfortunately
happens, that the beft things are fpoiled,
and the beft intentions defeated, through
intemperate zeal; which determines the
mind before it underftands its objed,
‘and which hurries it to conclufions before
it has examined principles; it is hoped
that the following Dialogue may have a
tendency to abate fuch zeal, and to re-
duce the mind to that temper which ia

B indif-
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z DIALOGUE 1V.

indifpenfubly neceffary in the inveftigation

and comprehenfion of truth, Certainit is
" that fo many voluminous works could

never have been written on morals and
* politics, had the fame ideas been affixed to
the fame words, by the numerous compe-
titors for literary fame,

It is now, feventeen years ago, fince a
friend of mineattempted a correct defini-
tion of the moral and political meaning of
the word Liber£y, in feveral converlations
which were conveyed to the public in
‘three Dialogues. A fourth is now pro-
duced, rather reluéantly, as my friend
feemed to thick €ncugh had been faid in
the three former.

Being on a vifit at his agreeable retire-
went-in the country; according to our
wiual cultom, we took our walks, and
held our converfation, of which he always

kas



DIALOGUE IV. L

has an ivexhauftible fund. We long
amufed ourfelves with genera]l obferva-
tions on what had been faid, written,
and done, in thefe days of revolutions:
when, perceiving that he was not at all
fatisfied either with the dodrines or
prattices of the leading Champions of
the day, in the caufe of Liberty, I drew
him at Iength to explain himfelf, to nearly
the following purport.

Far be it from my thoughts, faid he,
to impute blame to any of the ¢rue friends
of Liberty; having, you know, always
thewn myfelf ambitious of being enrolled
among them. Butit muft be confidered
as of the greateft importance to tbe caufe,
that we clearly and truly undérftand cach
other; and that, by the ward: Liberty, we
fignify the jame ideas, the famé thoughts,
aud the fame intentions ; and that we do -

B2 not



4 DIALOGUE IV,

not entertain very various, but cven very
opipofite ideas ; and which may extend to
lLicentioufnefs.~1 aflented.—For moral and
political words, continued he, are fo in-
definitely ufed, that men do not eafily
underftand each other. Hence that cternal
_writing and reafoning on the fame fiba
Jedir: and hence too falle eloguence
derives her authority, and rules with
magic force the illiterate and gaping mul-
titude. But in thé fearch of truth, her fal-
fities muft be deteétedand expofed, and her
florid and delufive vanities muft be throwm
afide ; not merely as worthlefs, but: as
deftructive to the native fimplicity of

truth. P :
Amidft the fanciful and endle(s imagi=
nations of the mind, unfubdued and un~
corrected by a pure affection for pature,
and for truth ; every moral and political
' word



DIALOGUE 1IV. 3

word has a thoufand fhades of meaning,
and admits of innuﬁmrabl_e combinations ;
which, under the direCion of @ vain and
difingenucus wit, throwsa perpetual and
almeft imperiettable obfcurity around the
plairieft and moft undeniable truths.—
Certainly, faid I; but proceed,

There¢ can be no juft reafoning, cona
tinued he, where this wariegated verbofity
prevails,  If we déﬁﬂ.‘- to obtain any real
knowledge, our ideas muft be founded on
fome real ewifiences in patuce’; our words
muft be accurately defined, and all epi-
thets, fimiles, allufions, and figurative
expreflions of every kind, muft be read
with a very jealous eye: if it were not
thet moft readers like amufement, much
better than #rowledge, words could not
pafs fo currently, and with fo lirtle atten-
tion to their relative fignification. .

A few
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A few words, which have been em-
ployed by the feveral competitors in the
prefent great controverfy concerning Li-
berty, from the want of being accurately
defined, or from being totally incapable of
definition, on account of their reprefenting
mo ideas derived from any exifience in na-
ture ; have been the caufes of much error
and falfehood, and moft certainly tend to
much practical mifkhief,—I am all atten~
tion, faid I.

The word Sovereignty, continued he,
as ufed by a late French writer®, to
fignify the fupreme power, or will of a
whole nation colleffively; and as per-
ceived, felt, and underitood by a whole
nation, as if it-had but ore mind ; has
doubtlefs not the lealt foundation in
natuse ;5 and is a moft ridiculous and
fanatical imagination,

To

* J.']. Rooflean.



