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PREFACE

It has been my endeavour throughout these
pages to indicate rather the trend than the re-
sult of modern religious thinking., There is an
increasing number of Christian people whom the
traditional presentation of Christianity—Anglican
or Genevan—has ceased to influence. The
imminent danger is that they, identifying Theo-
logy with Religion, Scholasticism with the Faith
of Christ, may tacitly consider themselves out-
side the Christian Fellowship.

This class [ mainly had in mind as I wrote,
with whose mental attitude I largely sympathise,
the loss of whose virile qualities to the Church
must prove an incalculable disaster. Such—
reversing the orthodox procedure, but ** accord-
ing to Christ Jesus "—I would urge to take Him,
in the first instance, as Spiritual Teacher, Guide,
Master, till perchance, from their experience of
** following Jesus in the way,” He may at length
approve Himself as indeed the Saviour Christ,

I have no fear lest he, who can now in heart
and conscience call himself a disciple of Jesus,
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may find some other test confronting him in
God's Judgment Day.

There are passages here, I am aware, which to
some may appear inconclusive, unsatisfactory,
incapable of being labelled in any systematic
category, God's many-sided truth, as it seems
to me, refuses at times to be exactly compre-
hended in our formal schemes of theology. The
honest leaving of a question unsolved is better
and more reverent than a vain assumption of
infallibility, in the endeavour to be consistent
with the requirements of a cast-iron theory.

The date on which [ pen these prefatory lines
remninds me, were I at all Xkely to forget, of the
indebtedness which 1 most gratefully acknow-
ledge to that Catholic Brotherhood whose writings
have so often proved themselves mental stimulus
and spiritual enlightenment.

RICHARD W, SEAVER.

Al Saimds' Day, 1906,



CONTENTS

LECTUAR

I. THE NEw THEOLOGY
II. RESULTS OF CRITICISM
TII. AuTHORITY 1IN RELIGION
1V. THE CHRIST OF HisToRY
V. THE MIRACULOUS ELEMENT
VI, THE RESURRECTION FacT
VII. THE RESURRECTION FORM .
VIII. THE MEANING OF THE DEATH
IX. THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
BIBLIDGRAPHY .

InpEX . . .

53
73
97
119
137
157
183

208






