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THE

LIFE OF KOTZEBUE.

THE MOST REMARKABLE YEAR OF MY
LIFE, &e,

Bur what calmed my mind more than the hopes of
remaining at Tobolsk, was an incident the counsellor
now related. A year ago," sald he, I was con-
ducting a woman this way; we bad already arrived
Diar when a courter overteok us, and pre-
sented me with an order directing me to retarn with
her immediately, Her case had been re-examined,
and other information had been received, by which
she was found to have been innocent.”  Searcely had
the counsellor related this amecdote, than ] began to
:p?l;lr the adventure of the woman to my own stustion.

* I, then, as well aa she,' snid I, ""may Le found
innecent.”

YO that," replied he, * there can be no doubt.”
h-n" And what did the woman say? What became of

r?]l

** 8he was very happy, &s you may well think; she
gave me her watch,”

This even struck my imagination very foreibly, and
I cannot describe with what magic it impressed my
whaole seul. I had ineessantly the image of this
woman before my eyes, joining her hands together,
and lifting them 4y to heaven, shedding tears of joy,
and ﬂn}ziﬂ}' taking her watch from her side; Ifu{-
lowed ler carrisge as it was returning back, felt what

a2



6 LIFE UF KOTEERUE,

she must fee] as she approached her home ; I saw her
discover her mansion, vhserved her childran looking
out at the window ; saw her then drive up to the
door, throw hersell out of the carriage, and faint
with delight in their arms. Yes, this coarse-minded
man had, without being aware of it, foand out the
true remedy for my afliction ; it was the bulm that
was best adapted to heal the deep wounds of my soal.

From the time [ recelved this cheering information,
I was every moment expecting the arrival of a courier.
As roon as | heard the bells® sound behind us, my
hieart began to flutter in the most violent manner,
M}.rfpapen, thought I, have been examined, and 1
am found innocent : an order has been instantly ssued,
a courier on horseback Las been dispatched after me, -
and he will render me the mest happy of men. But
I furgot, or strove to forpet, that my papers were not
taken at all into consideration In this affaie, T still
recurred to the idea of the kind courier pushing on
hiz horse to overtake me; I calevlated Low many
days my papers must be on the road, how long a
time their examination would require, and 1 could
have wisbed to have slackened ocur pace, that the
counrier might the rooner pyertake us,

Thres had passed stnce we lefe the eastle of
Stoclematmss)off, nnd T now strove to eat for the first
time. Our people had devoared the Dologna sausage,
and drnumk &l the Dantzie brandy; they had even
gwallowed the bread, the butter, and the cold meat,
wliieh M. de Beyer had ordered to he put into the
carriage, | wijjud for some wine and coffes; we
were not able to proeure either the one or the other,
anil [ had nething to eat bol some eggs.  The nights
were very cold, and the day not warm, on aceonnt of
a plerelng wind that was continually blowing. [ was
desirous to lay the clonk at my feet, which had been
lately given me ; but the courier had taken possession

= In Rossin e pom-horses wenr bells about their necks.



EXILE TO SIHERITA. 7

of it, and likewise had pot onomy boows. 1 forehore,
however, to claim any of these things, as my com-
panions made uwse of what belo to me without
the least ceremaony; and when they had ence ap-
Eru;nmd it, they considered it as a lawfol prize.
"his conduct e:l:mdﬂ]ﬁ nt].'an to my puse : nnltlauhﬂ}qut
thing leing purchased for me, or any repairs
made to the emrriage, T produced a nitu E? twm::nﬁ
five roubles ; it was chamged, and It was not common
to return me the everplus; or if T ever obtained any-
thing back, it was only a part. The counsellor at
last grew short of money, and borrowed of me with-
aut ceremeny. Taking it onee into my head to re-
fuse him, his whole manner of hehaviour became so
rouch altered, that [ mfuﬂ;gdn]:n b to vield. 1

il every expense on the road, though 1 had
Em n?admg but bread, milk, and egg‘s?ﬁd BOMTE-
times a little rosst veal, this journey cost me upwards
of foar bundred roubles, without reckoning the car-
risge. 1 for everything ; theee fellows bought
brandy with my money, and never gave anything to
the poor peasants in return for the provisions which
they furnished us: an extortion of which these
wretchad people dared not even complain.

Here 1 cannot refrain from praising that hospitality
which prevails among the Hussian peasantry, and
which is still more remnarkable the fi we advance
into the country. They aro all anxious to receive
strangers, and consider it » very great honcar done
them. They set befors their guests everything they
have, and are extremely delighted to see them ralish the

1 shall never forget the uneasiness of a female

ager on seeing us spproach, becawse she had no
refreshments at hand. Sﬁrm about the cottage, and
exclaimed, with tears in her eyes: “ Here are three
gﬁoi:l little gmests, and [ have nothing to set before
them:" the words, good little guests, made me smile.
The peasants never demand any money in return for
their hospitality; they refuse to he paid for hread,
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guass, and such things; and far their poultry, cream,
and egys, they are alwayu satisfed with whatever
price is offered for them,  As they never receive any-
thing hut oeurses from the soldisrs and eouriers whe
eall on them, they take care not to acknowledge that
they have any provisions in the house : | am however
eonvineed, that a traveller would always find plenty
when he accosts a Russian peasant in a civil manner,
Whenever we wanted anything out of the eommon
way, I undertook the business alome, and promisin
to pay for what we ordered, we were supplied wi
everything we desired; but the manner in which
soldiers and eouriers usnally act is cxtremely tyranni-
cal. " Where is the desitnick i’ {(an officer somewhat
like the mayor and bailift’ in Germany)—The desti- .
nick presents himself with all humility.—" We want
sieh and such things " —He makes excuses, and de-
clares he has none of them, The depredators swear
in a horrid menner, and threaten to best him: he
then sets out in quest of provisions, and if he find
any, brings them; but a3 be is not to be paid for
» he procures the worst that are to be had.
Were it not for this deeply-rooted abuse, travelling in
Russia would be very agreeable; for these good and
hogpitable peasants, whe are so easily won over, are
everywhere to be met with. A thing of no value, a
mere trifle, a piece of sugar given to their children,
makes them instantly yeor frends. In this way I
actedd during the whole journey, and T hoad all the
mothers on my slde. [ gave tlie preference to chil-
dren about the size of two of my own daughters.
Often, very often, the tears came into my eyes:
“ You have certainly children at home,” the women
would say to me—* Six,"” replied I, with a heavy
heart; * and the youngest not a old.” Then [
was sure to read that compassion in their eyes, which
s 20 easily understoodd, [ would then get into my
carriage, and they wouold Mess me.
Bat let me waive these digressions and retumn to my



