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INTRODUCTION

] 1" is a privilese fo accede fo Lhe reguest that

I should write somethang by way of Intro-
duction to lhis fittle book. Yet [ scavcely think
an fntrvoduction 1s requived. [t is tn truth a
book whick has for some years past been wanted,
Avwrticles and speeches and Church Congress
papers and the like have presented the subject
[from many ponts of view during the last
guarter of a century, bul since the publication
of Dean Howson's volume on * Deaconesses,
in 1862, there has, so far av I Fuow, been no
serious endeavour lo deal conseculively wilh
the early history of the Order, and with its
modern vevival in the Chuvch of England,
The occasion ts wow »ipe. The organised
work of women in the Church kas of late
advanced by leaps and bounds, and the

il



wiii INTRODUCTION

“apologetic  audacity’ of Dean Howson's
words, as he discusses what women may and
may not do, veads to-day fike fhe utferance
of some distanl age. Yef the Deaconess life
Jor which he pleaded wnth persistent carnest-
siess has advanced i fie Enplish Church with
stow and lhalfing steps, while Sisterkoods, to
our inesttmable gain, have multiplied and
spread on every stde.  In al least one Chapler
of this book an allemp! is tncidentally made fo
explain the anomaly) fn mey judgment iof is
mainly due to the ignovance and misunder-
standing prevalent qwmong all sovis and con-
ditions of men and women as to the history,
and consequently as to the distrnctive character
and dignily, of Deaconess fife.  The subject,
5o far as it concerins the primitive Church, is
admittedly difficull and obscuve, and our
endeavour fo vetwrn—mutatis mutandis—7fo
the principles and rules of the early centuries
kas been vetavded and confused by the con-
temporary growth, both within and withou!
L Ses Chapter X,
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our Communion, of a great body of Christian
workers who adopled some [fifly years ago the
then wunused tile of * Deaconess) willout
thereby clavming awy position in the Church
simtlar to that whick bdelonged o the Deaconess
of early days! The work of these devoted
wonten, both in Germany and England, is
beyond praise, nor can they be blamed for
having wiilised an ancient fitle for wihich,
when they adopted i, there were apparenily
no rival clatmants in the orvdeved system of
the Church of England. The title, however,
15 one whick in the modern vevival of Church
life we cannot spare. i is our distinclive
Privilege in the Church of England to go dack
whevever we can to the usages and the example
of the Church of éarly days. What we have
lacked in receni yeavs has beem a book whick
should present tn simple form, fo the average
English reader, such a pictuve of the Deaconess
and her work as can be traced in the prey

L Bre Repart of Committer of Lawtbeth Conference, 1807,
infra #. 220,
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twilight of those far off years, and should
Jurther describe from personal knowledge the
recival in our own day, both in England and
America, of thai selfsame work upon the self-
samie lines,  Obvionsly the qualifications needed
for this doudle lask are so different as to make
it 1 the highest degree unlikely that we should
Jind them combined, and it s precisely that
combinalion which gives fo this little volume
its distinctive value. An Englisk Deaconess,
equipped in no ordinary degree by traiming,
experience, and mental power, kas devoted her-
self, in a period of enforced leisure, to this
labour of love: and her brother, a profound
student of patristic and liturgical liferature
and kistory, lends fo ker earlier chaplers the
unguestioned weight of kis anthorily and the
atd of his original research. It would be
presumpluons to say that in a little book like
tiis the pround has been covered, or the debafe-
able questions solved, buf those who are familiar
wilh what has alveady beem wrillen on the
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subject will, I belizve, be the first lo recopnise
the value of this new contribution to ifs serious
and sympathetic consideration. Witk all my
heart do T wish it God-speed.

Of the great place whick Deaconess life will
take kereafler in the Churck of Enmgland [
kave myself wo doubt whatever. The principles
on whick il rests are so sound, 50 reasomable,
so Scriptural and Apostolic, and accord so truly
with the character of our English Church,
that, omce rightly undersiood, they are bound
lo win their way and lo bear fruil. Though
the karvest tarry 1l will come at length.

It kas beem my privilege in two Dioceses
to kave under me a band of trained and faithk-
Jul women bearing the sacred commission of
the Diaconale, and there is literally no part
of the work in cither Diocese whick seems to
me lo have a nobler promise or fo be more
capable of fruitful expansion in the coming
years. If the progress is curiously slow, it
is, for that very reasom, the more sure. The



