WILLIAM
BLAKE, THE MAN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649102259

William Blake, the man by Charles Gardner

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES GARDNER

WILLIAM
BLAKE, THE MAN

ﬁTrieste






THE BURIAL QF MOSES
Fepemdipred B Bied pevaefazion of 8y Spdney Worse.



e

WILLIAM BLAKE
THE MAN

BY

CHARLES GARDNER

sn vesture,' “UHE REGEMPIION OF RELIGION,” FTC

“The men that were with me saw aot the viston ™
Danrer,

i g
B
" g_c’
\'”aq A
AN

i

LONDON: J. M. DENT & SONS LIMITED

NEW YORK: E, P. DUTTON & CO,.
MCMXIX



To -
MONICA



PREFACE

Tuis book is an attempt to trace the mental and
spiritual growth of William Blake as disclosed in
his works. After meditating on these for some
years an image of the man has risen in my mind.
This I have tried to present with the aid of
such biographical details as are to be found in
Gilchrist’s Life. My warm thanks are due to
Mr and Mrs Sydney Morse for permission to re-
produce their beautiful Prayer of the fufant Fesus,
and The Burial of Mpses.  ‘The photographs were
taken by Mr Albert Hester, Also T must
thank Mr J. M. Dent for the two designs from
an original and invaluable ol series in his
possession. The rest of the illustrations are
from the Print Room of the British Museum.

C. G.
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WILLIAM BLAKE: THE MAN

CHAPTER 1
CHILDHOOD AND APPRENTICESHIP

Wirtiam Brake was born on November 28th, 1757, at 28 Broad
Street, Carnaby Market, Golden Square.

To-day a large house stands in Broad Street numbered 28,
to which 15 attached a blue disk announcing that William Blake,
Poet and Artist, was born there. The house looks old and shabby,
and may well have stood 4 hundred years ; but on inquiry one
finds that it is a recent erection, and that of Blake's actual house
not one stone has been left upon another. One walks through
Broad Street and its neighbouring strects hoping to see at least
one group of buildings as Blake saw them. But all has changed,
and except for a block of houses on one side of Golden Square,
there is nothing to remind one of the sharp transitions that a
few years can effect. Even the sounds have chanped. From
the doors and windows of Number 28 is heard day and night
the whir of machinery ceasclessly at work to supply the inhabitants
of Pall Mall and St James's with electric light. Carnaby Market
has vanished, and its glowing colours have reappeared in Berwick
Street, where fruits are displayed on public stalls, and where from
time to time titled ladies are known to explare in search of a pair
of boots, or some other indispensable article of clothing. Great
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